
Lenten Devotions for Week Seven 

 

Monday, April 6         “The Action of the Day – Live”                                      by Misty Coyle 

Scripture: Psalm 36:5-11; Isaiah 42:1-9; Hebrews 9:11-15; John 

12:1-11 (The Message) 

 

The only thing that should die during the season of Lent, is our sins. We bury the Alleluias to be 

uncovered in the coming resurrection.  We have ashes placed on our face to remember God 

created us from dust and to dust our bodies may return so that we may live.  The action of the 

day is live.  Live in the light of God even in this dark season.  Why is this season so dark if we are 

told in today’s readings to live? 

 

Have you ever noticed when someone talks of breaking a bad habit it only takes 7 days; but, to 

build a new habit it takes 21 days?  That just seems so unfair!  We tend to like our bad habits 

even though we know they are not good for us.  It’s so much easier to keep the bad habit then 

it is to change it into a good habit.  However, people do it every day.  Lent is that time for us to 

repent (get rid of the bad habits) and give ourselves to Yahweh (create good habits).  We have 

40 days to accomplish this.  God made the map for us to follow.  He sent his only son to show 

us how to follow the map perfectly and to be victorious over death.  Death will never have the 

final word thanks be to God!  How can you live so that others may live too?  Let us pray so that 

we may listen to God to help correct our lives knowing it is done in love so that we can believe 

and live. 

 

Mighty and merciful God, thank you for making death our enemy no more.  You give us 

strength, mercy, and grace even though our bad habits say we don’t deserve such wonderful 

gifts.  Let the light you give us shine so brightly that darkness has nowhere to go but to be gone!  

Please accept our grateful prayers.  Please know we love you and desire to listen to every word 

you send.  Correct our minds so that our whole being can believe in the life you give us.  Forever 

and ever.   Let our hands do your work, our feet walk in your ways, and our voices speak of your 

love and grace.  Amen! 

 

 

Tuesday, April 7                                                                                               by Jim Pierce 



Scripture: John 12: 20—36  

 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to 

Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." 22Philip 

went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, 

"The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 

fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it 

for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be 

also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

 
27Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say — 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it is 

for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came 

from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again." 29The crowd standing there heard it 

and said that it was thunder. Others said, "An angel has spoken to him." 30Jesus answered, "This 

voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler 

of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people 

to myself." 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 34The crowd answered 

him, "We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains forever. How can you say that the 

Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?" 35Jesus said to them, "The light is with 

you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake 

you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. 36While you have the 

light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of light." 

After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. 

 

We are in Holy Week and it’s getting closer.  Just two days until that Passover meal, that last 

supper and Jesus’s betrayal, three until he is glorified—raised up on that cross to die.  It’s 

getting very close.  People still want to meet Jesus—the teacher, the healer, the charismatic 

leader—even as his focus shifts his death that will plant him, a single grain, in the earth.  His 

soul is troubled.  He wonders, should I say, ‘Father save me from this hour?’  He answers his 

own question, ‘No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour.’  Nothing will stop this 

march to the cross, to death. 

 

The crowd doesn’t get it, and for all the times we’ve heard the story neither do we.  And then 

we remember yet again.  We’re all going to die, some sooner than others, but still, all of us.  

And in death we will be cut off from all we know, all we love, from life itself.  Death will win.  Or 

should we say death would win, except that Jesus goes ahead of us, to death and the tomb, 



dead and buried.  There to remain, except that God reaches past the stone, into the tomb and 

from the hands of death snatches life. 

 

It is getting closer, this fearful time and we can’t deny the journey, our grief, our fear.  Faith 

meets reality and we find again how helpless we are.  We cry, “Father, save us from this hour.”   

Dare we also say, “Father, glorify your name!”  Dare we say, “Into your hands, we commit our 

spirits, our very lives,” knowing our own hands cannot hold them.  

 

Our glory is that Jesus walks that road ahead of us, he dies. But take heart, God raises him into 

life again, and through him promises to raise us into life again as well. 

 

What is it like, making this journey, knowing you are powerless?  What signs has God given you 

that you are not alone?  How do you live each day in the promise of life beyond death?  Ask 

again this Holy Week as we journey to the cross. 

 

Jesus, thank you for sharing fully in our lives and in our death.  Help us to journey with you.  

Renew in each of us God’s promise that because you died, and live again, we can face tomorrow 

in hope.  Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, April 8                                                                                        by Juel Pierce 

Scripture: Psalm 70; John 13:21-32 

 

Psalm 70 
 1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me. 
 O LORD, make haste to help me! 
 2Let those be put to shame and confusion 
 who seek my life. 
 Let those be turned back and brought to dishonor 
 who desire to hurt me. 
 3Let those who say, "Aha, Aha!" 
 turn back because of their shame. 
 4Let all who seek you 
 rejoice and be glad in you. 
 Let those who love your salvation 



 say evermore, "God is great!" 
 5But I am poor and needy; 
 hasten to me, O God! 
 You are my help and my deliverer; 
 O LORD, do not delay! 
 
***** 
 
John 13:21-32 
After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, "Very truly, I tell you, one of you will 
betray me." 22The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. 23One of 
his disciples — the one whom Jesus loved — was reclining next to him; 24Simon Peter therefore 
motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25So while reclining next to Jesus, he 
asked him, "Lord, who is it?" 26Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread 
when I have dipped it in the dish." So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas 
son of Simon Iscariot. 27After he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said 
to him, "Do quickly what you are going to do." 28Now no one at the table knew why he said this 
to him. 29Some thought that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling him, "Buy 
what we need for the festival"; or, that he should give something to the poor. 30So, after 
receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night. 
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 
glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 
glorify him at once. 
 
 One way to look at the psalms is to look at them as the prayers of Jesus.  If we look at 
Psalm 70 in this way, we have to take seriously Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane (Mark 14:32-42), 
asking God to not make him go through his trial, suffering, and death.   One of the temptations 
we might have as we think about Jesus during this Holy Week is that he probably wasn’t really 
suffering, because he knew that God would raise him from the dead.  And he surely wouldn’t 
ask for his enemies to be dishonored, would he?   
 
 Then we look at the text from John 13:21-32.  He knew what was coming, and John the 
Evangelist says he was “troubled in spirit.”  And why not?  He knew that one of his closest 
friends, one of the disciples, was going to betray him and that would lead to his death.  Hoping 
to be comforted by his friends, he told them what was going on.  There is no hint that his 
disciples provided the comfort he needed.  In fact, in this time he tells them what will be 
coming for them, and he prays for them.   
 
 We’re in a very difficult time right now, as we continue to shelter in place, to self-
quarantine, and perhaps worry about what will happen to us and to those we love.  Where is 
God in this time?  Won’t God rescue us? 
 
 I don’t know why we (and by we, I mean the whole world) are going through this virus, 
as well as all the bad things that have happened and will happen because of global warming, 



not only to us, but especially to our children and grandchildren.  God did not rescue Jesus, even 
though Jesus asked for such a deliverance.  Instead, God was there with Jesus.  God the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ gave him over to the suffering that was coming to him.  All Jesus had 
was the promise that God would be with him in his suffering. 
 
 That’s what we have too—the promise that Jesus suffered for us, and that God will not 
abandon us, as God did not abandon Jesus. 
 
 Today is the last day of Lent.  Tomorrow Maundy Thursday, when we enter into the 
observance of the time of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection.  This Holy Week is different 
from any previous Holy Week, because we will be together virtually, but not in person.  What 
has not changed is that Jesus will be with us, even though we will not be observing and 
celebrating together in our church, but in our homes, or wherever we are.  God’s promise will 
see us through this time, this weekend when we remember Jesus’ suffering and death, and 
celebrate his resurrection.   
 
 Although we are poor and needy, perhaps as in no other time, we can rejoice and be 
glad in God’s salvation! 
 
Questions: Where do you find God in your suffering, fear, and worry?  How does this time of 
worship and reflection help you as we shelter? 
 
Let us pray: 
Jesus, be with us in this Holy Week, as we prepare for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
Easter.  Hear our prayers for those who are suffering and dying, and comfort us through this 
time, as we also rejoice in the promise of Jesus’ resurrection.  AMEN. 
   

Thursday, April 9      Maundy Thursday                                                   by Jeff Langdon 

Scripture:  1 Corinthians 11:23-23 

 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way he 
took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

As Lutherans, we believe that the Word of God, as expressed in the written words of the Bible, 
are words, phrases and thoughts inspired by God, written by humans.   As we read the words, 
we trust the work of the Holy Spirit to guide us in our understanding.  These words we read 
today seem to be extra special.  Paul is issuing a directive that carries a weightiness beyond the 



words in the rest of this letter, because they were “received from the Lord”. 

Paul is addressing the divisions and fractures people in the faith community in Corinth were 
causing because of the way some were treating the sharing of The Lord's Supper.  In the text 
immediately before today's reading, Paul says some people were eating their full, some were 
drinking the wine to an excess, and some people were going away hungry.  Paul says “What!  Do 
you not have hones to eat and drink in?” - verse 22.  Paul uses today's reading to tell people 
how the meal is supposed to happen. 

The importance of the meal to us is supported by the the actual time Paul says this practice was 
instituted...”the night when he was betrayed”  In the face of the most difficult time in Jesus' 
ministry, during the buildup to his betrayal, trial and crucifixion, Jesus take time to sit down, eat 
with and then teach the disciples.  Knowing that he was leaving this earthly life, Jesus sets up 
the means whereby all who follow after Him would remember Him.  Jesus is with us, not just 
symbolically in the meal, but, as Lutherans teach, Jesus comes to us in, with, and under the 
bread and wine.  We receive the real presence of Christ as we share this meal with each other.  
And as we share the bread and wine, we also remember Jesus' sacrificial death for us.   

For Paul, obviously there was a right way to do this.  After all, we are actively proclaiming the 
Jesus' death.  It should not be approached casually or carelessly.  For Paul, the use of words is 
important.  As such, today, almost 2000 years later, we use these same words that Paul 
used, ...”on the night when he was betrayed”... “Do this in remembrance of me”.   
 

 
 

Questions to ponder: 

As I write this we are physically separated from each other, in worship and sharing of the feast 

of the Lord.  Are you sharing in Communion? I would encourage you to actually take part in 

our online sharing of The Lord's Supper or with the printed material we are sending to you.  

This way of doing things is indeed different than I have ever received it...but hearing the 

Words of Institution... “Given for me”...I feel more connected in some way.   

 

Who do you need to visit with this week?  How are you being the Church, doing God's good 

work, during our time of separation? 

 

As a suggestion, make a list of those you remember seeing in worship...pray for then 

individually and then give them a call.  Think about someone who may especially feel isolated 

and alone... pray for them and contact them.   

 

Prayer: Gracious Lord, we strive to be a community that reflects your love and compassion for 

all.  Help us to remain faithful in our days of separation.  Help us to continue to be the Church.  

We thank you for the gift of Body and Blood.  Sustain and keep us as your own and guide us 

during this time of quarantine and separation,  helping us to find ways to actually be your love 



in the world, doing your good work.    Amen 
 

 

Friday, April 10         Good Friday                                                          by Nila Schneider 

Scripture: Psalm 22; Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Hebrews 10:16-25; 

John 18:1-19  
  
Read Isaiah 52:13-53:12 as prophecy—the description of Christ (Yes, Christ’s life and death 
were foreshadowed in the Old Testament).  Then read John 18:1-19 for the events of this day 
all those many years ago (remember: this day in Jewish time runs from sunset yesterday to 
sunset today).  Now, let’s preview the coming attractions by what we know.  Read Psalm 
22.  Sound familiar?  “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  Christ said these exact 
words when dying on the cross.  Was he experiencing separation from God for the first time in 
His life as He became pure sin, which God can’t look upon, in order to save us?  Or, was he 
referencing this psalm to tell God what He was experiencing as He hung there, dying, on the 
cross—what he felt physically, and yet he could still praise God?  We won’t know in this life, 
perhaps when we join Him in heaven, but either interpretation is an inspiration to us.  It felt 
very personal to me.  I envisioned Jesus suffering as he hung there on the cross.  I want to cry 
for him and for all the teaching from Him they/we didn’t get to receive personally, person-to-
person from him.  But wait!  That’s why He sent the Holy Spirit!  I’m getting ahead of myself 
here.  
  
Now, read Hebrews 10:16-25.  This is Jesus’ epitaph, what He has left for us, what He has done 
for us.  The rules changed.  A new way of believing and practicing the faith has begun!  But 
equally important is the advice given to us as individuals and especially as a church in transition: 
“spur one another on toward love and good deeds, don’t give up meeting together, encourage 
one another, and more so as the Day of Judgment approaches” (as time goes by).  Right now, 
we feel like the Disciples did immediately after Christ died, missing Him, missing a leader and a 
teacher, a bit shocked and stunned, a bit confused and uncertain.  Various people have come 
forward to guide us, but it isn’t the same...or is it?  We miss our last “spokesperson” but our 
real leader, Jesus Christ, is still available to us as He has always been—no change there.  We’re 
not searching for a new leader, a new Christ, only a new “spokesperson.”  Therefore, the search 
isn’t impossible, only a bit self-searching and confusing.  Our interim “spokesperson” is 
impartial and able to look at our current state without “reading between the lines” or “reading 
into it” as we do, in order to point us in the right direction by “separating the wheat from the 
chaff” and reminding us of what God wants for us, just as the Holy Spirit does to each of us.  As 
poor, lowly humans, we need an earthly “spokesperson” to see and touch, to help us feel 
connected to God, but we would still be connected, even without the earthly 
“spokesperson.”  We know God put him here to makes us feel better and help us find our way, 
just as a good shepherd would a flock of sheep.  As Easter approaches, let us remind ourselves 
and each other to spur one another on toward love and good deeds, to not give up meeting 



together, to definitely encourage one another, and to keep doing more and more of it as time 
goes by, all the time envisioning the day when we install another earthly “spokesperson” to 
comfort and guide us.  
  
Let us pray:  Heavenly Father, bless us with the ability and the will to spur each other toward 
love and good deeds, keep faithful in meeting together, encouraging one another, and do all 
this even more as time goes by.  Bless our interim “spokesperson” in comforting and guiding us 
to know ourselves and how God wants us to serve Him, and to point us toward our next 
“spokesperson” and bless that “spokesperson” and all our future “spokespersons.”  Bless us all 
with cohesion and willing hearts and hands to your glory and service.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen!  
 

Saturday, April 11     Holy Saturday                                                   by Rev. Keith Hohly 

Scripture :   John 19:40-42 

 

They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the 

burial custom of the Jews. 41Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in 

the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42And so, because it was 

the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

 

For me, Holy Saturday has always seemed like a day when everything grinds to a halt.  There is 

always a calmness that for me is something like being in the eye of a hurricane.  The Maundy 

Thursday and Good Friday are behind us.  Easter is ahead.  But at least for today things are 

quiet.  Jesus is in the tomb.  There is a certain serenity to this day.  It is like visiting a cemetery. 

 

This year, of course, will be different.  Ever since the lockdown began, every day has seemed a 

bit like Holy Saturday.  Oh, there has been a lot of activity inside our house.  But go outside and 

things seem eerie.  Even at rush hour there are few cars on the street.  Parking lots are empty.  

Stores are closed.  The usual forms of entertainment are not available. 

 

I am reminded these days of a prayer I often use at graveside services: 

O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen, and the 

evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is 

done.  Then, O Lord, in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the 

last; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 



There is a quieting to our busy world in these days.  Even though our work is not done, I find a 

certain peace in this time and particularly on this day.  I will awaken tomorrow to again 

encounter the empty tomb, albeit in a way different this year from other years.  But today, let 

us be quiet and rest as our Lord himself is resting. 

 

Questions to consider: 

What effect is social distancing having on me? 

What am I learning about myself? 

How will I be sharing the good news tomorrow? 

 

Prayer for the day: 

Gracious and loving God, we give you thanks for these Holy Days and for what our Lord Jesus 

has done for us.  Help us always rest ourselves in you.  Help us be conduits of love in all we do.  

Help us learn in these days and look for what we can do instead of grieving what we cannot.  

This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 


