
Sunday, April 12, 2020 
Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day 

 
PRELUDE                                                        ”Christ Arose”                                                    Mark Hayes 

Sharon Gray, pianist 
 
WELCOMING SONG                        “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”                                            ELW 365 

Huddersfield Choral Society & Joseph Cullen 
 
 

 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
 who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 
 who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
 our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
 now above the sky he's king, Alleluia! 
 where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 
GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

P We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image 
and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 
When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 



We praise you for your salvation through water, 
for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P God of mercy,  
C we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord of 

life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to 
grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen! 

 
FIRST READING                                                                                                                       Acts 10:34-43 

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the 
essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and 
resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 
37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to 
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

Reflection 
The story of how Peter arrived at this moment in his ministry is told in Acts10. Peter is preaching 
to the household of Cornelius, Roman centurion (and thus a Gentile, not a Jew). What does Peter 
tell them he has learned? (verses 34-35—and refer to Acts 10:9-16) What message did God send 
to the people of Israel? (verse 36) Peter goes on to speak of exactly what that message is. 
(Verses 37-38) How does Peter say the message was received? (verse 39) This reminds me of the 
Beatitude “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God.” The world’s 
translation of that is that peacemakers = troublemakers. We know God’s response because of 
the witnesses. (verse 40) Who were the witnesses? (verse 41) When do we eat and drink with 



Jesus after he rose from the dead? So when we take Holy Communion, we become witnesses 
too! We also proclaim that we are witnesses when we confess our faith in the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed. (If you need to remember how it goes, see p, 1162 in the cranberry hymnal, 
Luther’s Small Catechism.) What is it we are to proclaim, as witnesses to the resurrection of 
Jesus? (verses 42-43) Who is not included in those who should hear our witness? (This is a trick 
question: The answer is No One!) How will you witness today to the resurrection? 
 
PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 
 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let Israel | now declare, 
  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14The LORD is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
 17I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the LORD.  
 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
 20“This is the gate of the LORD; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
 22The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23By the LORD has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 

Reflection 
This psalm was originally written for the people of Israel. Why then do we use it? Why does the 
psalmist tell us to give thanks to the Lord? (verse 1) Who is to proclaim it? (verse 2) —Note, that 
includes us! The psalmist continues with why we should give thanks to the Lord. (verse 14) How 
should we give thanks to the Lord? (verse 15) Who is “the right hand of the Lord”? (verses 15-
16) I find verses 17-18 to be particularly poignant as we continue to shelter in place to protect 
not only ourselves but one another! What does it mean that “I shall not die, but live”? What 
happens if some of us do die because of this virus? Notes in the Lutheran Bible indicate that the 
psalmist may have recovered from a severe illness that isolated them from others. Perhaps this 
part of the psalm is a celebration of re-entry into the Temple following such a crisis. How does 



the psalmist enter the Temple? (verses 19-20) What is the the psalmist’s declaration? (verse 21) 
If this is indeed a prayer of Jesus, as psalms often are understood, who is “the stone that the 
builders rejected”? (verse 22) Who made this stone the cornerstone? (verse 23) How has the 
Lord made this day (or acted on this day)? (verse 24) How will we rejoice today, especially when 
we are still isolated from one another? 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                             Colossians 3:1-4 

Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the 
entire focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God. 
1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for 
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 

Reflection 
What do you think it means that we have “been raised with Christ”? When were we raised with 
Christ? What does it mean for how we see life? (verses 1-2) What are the things that are above? 
(see Colossians 3:5-11) When have we died? (verse 3) What do you think it means that “your life 
is hidden with Christ in God”? I think it means that our true life is our life of faith, and that no 
matter what else happens, we are Christ’s. When will our true life be revealed? (verse 4) What 
does this mean for us now, in this pandemic? 
 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                                         Matthew 28:1-10 

Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the 
good news: Jesus is risen! 
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was 
like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like 
dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and 
indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 
8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly 
Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 
worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 

Reflection 
Who went to the tomb as soon as the sun rose? (verse 1) What happened? (verse 2) Matthew 
seems to answer the question that the women asked in Mark’s story about the resurrection. 
(See Mark 16:3) Who did they see there? (verse 3) What happened to the guards stationed at 
Jesus’ tomb? (verse 4) What did the angel say to the women? (verse 5) Angels always seem to 
say, “Do not be afraid!” What did the angel show the women? (verse 6) What did the angel tell 



the women to do then? (verse 7) What did the women do then? (verse 8) Before they got to the 
disciples, who did they meet? (verse 9) How did they know it was Jesus? What did they do? 
What did Jesus tell them? (verse 10) How do we know about Jesus’ resurrection? What will be 
your response today? 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                            Kris Langdon 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                              Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
SONG OF THE DAY.                            “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!”                                                ELW 377 

Sharmyn Thompson, song leader 
 

 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
 Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 
 Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
 

Refrain 
 Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 
 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 

 Walking the way, Christ in the center 
 telling the story to open our eyes; 
 breaking our bread, giving us glory: 
 Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.  Refrain 
 

 Jesus the vine, we are the branches; 
 life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 
 heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 
 gift of the future now flowing to me.  Refrain 
 

 Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent: 
 death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 
 Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! 
 Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.  Refrain 
 

 City of God, Easter forever, 
 golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 
 river of life, saints and archangels, 
       sing with creation to God the I AM!  Refrain 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times 
and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 



God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church the gift of women as your 
witnesses: as preachers, teachers, and leaders. Open our ears to their proclamation this day and 
always. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, and the galaxies 
whirl in glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and blend our voices in the song. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict; we set our minds on fear and greed 
rather than on your rule of justice and steadfast love. Build up all countries on your cornerstone 
of peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You care for our needs even before we ask.  In the midst of a global crisis, we look to you for 
strength, hope and help in fighting the coronavirus pandemic.  We pray for those stricken with 
this disease and those who are treating them, for those mourning the loss life and those facing 
death, for those urgently work to find effective treatments for cure.  We lift up to you those in 
our faith community needing your care: Phil, Lin, David, Dee, Trina, Sue and those we name 
aloud or silently in our hearts..  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Bless the creative and helpful service of worship leaders this day: musicians, ushers, greeters, 
worship assistants, preachers, readers, and all others who provide welcome and hospitality in 
our midst. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the powers of evil. We remember 
those who have died. Inspire us to live our lives in this resurrection hope and draw us to you in 
our final days. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 
the promise to Israel, 
the rescue from Egypt, 
the gift of the promised land, 
the words of the prophets; 
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

P Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 
we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory 
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
P Join our prayers with those of your servants 

of every time and every place, 
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 

LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                               

 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome table.  
Alleluia! Come to the feast. 

 
COMMUNION 
 
BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Living God, 
C you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of Christ broken 

for us.  Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into the 
wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

''Hallelujah'' chorus, from Händel's Messiah - Mormon Tabernacle Choir 

BENEDICTION 
 

P The blessing of the living God,  
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  
surround and sustain you,  
keep you from harm and fill you with courage. 

C Amen! 
 

SENDING SONG                           “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”                                      ELW 619 
Sharmyn Thompson, song leader 

 

 I know that my Redeemer lives! 
 What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
 He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 
 he lives, my ever-living head! 
 

 He lives triumphant from the grave; 
 he lives eternally to save; 
 he lives exalted, throned above; 
 he lives to rule his church in love. 
 
 



 He lives, all glory to his name! 
 He lives, my Savior, still the same; 
 what joy this blest assurance gives: 
       I know that my Redeemer lives! 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C  Thanks be to God! 

 
POSTLUDE                                             “Rejoice the Lord is King”        Mark Hayes 

Sharon Gray, pianist 
 


