
Easter Devotions for Week Four 

 

Monday, May 4                                                                                             by Misty Coyle 

Scripture: Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:1-16; 1 Peter 5:1-5 

Hope is a certainty we know God is coming, just not when. All three of these readings state in 
one way or another, God is coming. How are we to welcome him? How are we to know him?  I 
love reading the Psalm in The Message translation, especially verses 3 & 4: 

Know this: God is God, and God, God. 

    He made us; we didn’t make him. 

    We’re his people, his well-tended sheep. 
 Enter with the password: “Thank you!” 

    Make yourselves at home, talking praise. 

    Thank him. Worship him. 

 

In all three readings, God is the shepherd.  Taking care of his flock.  Those he ask to help to care 
of the flock just don’t cut it.  They are failing at their jobs.  Only because God is God.  No one 
can come close to doing what he does.  But does that mean we stop trying?  Nope.  In 1 Peter, 
Peter talks about how to not lose sight and start leading people because you feel like you have 
to, but because you want to with humility and love for God.  Even though we know, as humans, 
we will always make mistakes and will always have to come to God for guidance. This is what 
helps keep our relationship with God continuing and when God does come, he will already 
know we tried our best because we love and praise him in all we do.  He is a shepherd that will 
always look for the strays, doctor the injured, and make sure all are fed. 

 

So when we are out sharing the love of God, we hope our friend and or neighbor can hear, see, 
and know the love of God because we can hear, see, and know the love of God.  As I tell others I 
train in Girl Scouts, the best leader leads by example and continues to do things right so one 
day, the girls they are leading will just know how to complete the task.  This kind of hope is a 
certainty.  When God comes we, and our neighbors, can make ourselves “at home, talking 
praise. Thank him. Worship him.” 

 

 

Our one and true Shepherd,  thank you for being our shepherd.  You are perfect and holy.  Let us 
work in the pastures of little grass so that you will come and lead all to lush pastures.  Let our 
feet walk in your ways, our hands do the work, and our voice be only of your words.  Amen! 



Tuesday, May 5                                                                                                by Jim Pierce 

Scripture: Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:23-31; Hebrews 13:20-21 

 

Hebrews 13: 20-21 

 

20Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21make you complete in everything 

good so that you may do his will, working among us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

In my study Bible these two verses sit under the title “Benediction”.  That makes sense.  These 

words read like a benediction, words one says as a final blessing.  In fact, they are the very 

benediction I have spoken countless times as a pastor and hospice chaplain, addressed to those 

who had gathered at the graveside of a loved one who died, before I invited them to go in 

peace. 

 

What is a benediction?  It is an ending and a beginning.  If spoken at the end of a meal, a 

benediction might be, “You have been fed, your stomach is full.  Now, with your strength 

renewed, go back to your labor.”  When spoken at the end of worship, a benediction invites us 

to consider how we’ve been fed there – in music, in prayer, in the Word, in Holy Communion – 

and then to go out, our spirits renewed, back to the kingdom work God has given us to do. 

 

We pronounce this Hebrews 13 benediction at the grave of one who has died as an invitation to 

reflect once more on how God worked in and through that person’s life.  We pronounce it to 

say, “This person’s labors are over, but not mine.  God has filled me through the example of this 

person’s life.  Now God is sending from the edge of this grave back to my to life, to do God’s 

will, to work among us [and others] that which is well pleasing in God’s sight.”    

 

But what if this one who died wasn’t sterling example of life lived in faith?  That happens.  You 

know it does.  And that, is exactly the beauty of this benediction.   It points us not just to the 

person who died, but through that person back to Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep who 

makes each of us, including that one who died, complete in everything good.   

 



This benediction reminds us not just of how God was present with us the last time we 

worshiped, but of how God is present with us through the fullness of our lives.  God, is 

continually at work, making us complete so that we might be the light that shows God’s grace 

to others. 

 

Think about particular benedictions that have been spoken to you.  What was the gift you 

received in them?  What did they prepare you to do?  Thank God for those benedictions and for 

Jesus who makes you complete in everything good. 

 

God of Peace, thank you for the benedictions you have spoken to me.  Thank you for your grace 

which makes me complete.  Help me to live as a benediction, sharing your grace to help others 

live.  Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, May 6                                                                                         by Juel Pierce 

Scripture: Psalm 100; Jeremiah 23:1-8; Matthew 20:17-28  

 

17While Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside by themselves, and 

said to them on the way, 18See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be 

handed over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death; 19then they 

will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified; and on the third day 

he will be raised." 20Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, and 

kneeling before him, she asked a favor of him. 21And he said to her, "What do you want?" She 

said to him, "Declare that these two sons of mine will sit, one at your right hand and one at your 

left, in your kingdom." 22But Jesus answered, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you 

able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?" They said to him, "We are able." 23He said to 

them, "You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left, this is not mine 

to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father." 24When the ten heard 

it, they were angry with the two brothers. 25But Jesus called them to him and said, "You know 

that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 26It 

will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, 

27and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave; 28just as the Son of Man came 

not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” Matthew 20:17-28 My 

first reaction on reading this text for after Easter is, “What is this‽ Aren’t we finished with Lent? 

Why does this text make me feel like we’re back on the road to Jerusalem, where Jesus will 

suffer and die?” The answer to my question is, that’s where the text puts us. While we 



celebrate Easter (alone, together), nothing is different from before. Before Lent, even though 

the texts were not about Jesus suffering and dying, he was still on his way to Jerusalem. Now, 

even though we know he has risen (which we knew before, right?), we still are following him 

where he goes and where he leads us. At least that’s what we want to do. I’m sure that’s what 

the disciples wanted to do too. But look where they are. Although they are on the road with 

Jesus, their hearts are elsewhere. Jesus is thinking about and talking with them about the cross. 

They’re thinking and talking about which of them is the greatest. This isn’t so different from us, 

although we’re hoping to be more like Jesus and less like James and John. We don’t know for 

sure what’s coming, as we live through this current crisis. How long will we be at home? What 

will things be like when we come back together—if we come back together. We know things 

will be different. But some things will be the same. We are called to serve as our Master serves. 

How we serve may change, but that we serve is still our calling. Jesus, on his way to Jerusalem 

in our text for today, is still our risen Lord, and he still serves us. Not by keeping us safe from all 

harm (although we may want that), but by saving our lives by calling on us to continue to serve 

him and his people. Questions: How have you been called to serve in the past? How are you 

being called to serve now? How do you think that call might change in the future? How are you 

continuing to live and hope during this pandemic? 

 Let us pray: Jesus, our Lord, you have called us as your disciples to serve others. Continue to 

fill our hearts and minds with your merciful love, that we may serve as you call us. AMEN. 

 

   

Thursday, May 7                                                                                          by Jeff Langdon 

Scripture: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Genesis 12:1-3; Acts 6:8-15   

 
Genesis 12:1-3 
 
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one 
who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 
These verses describe the first time God issued the call to Abram to leave his old ways behind 
and to enter into a new relationship with the one true God.  While this covenant was not 
formally sealed with Abram during this encounter...(that would happen later in chapter 15), God 
did declare the blessings that would come if Abram trusted in the promises of God.  These 
blessings included a good land, many descendants, a great name, and the privilege of being the 
agent in whom “all the families of the earth shall be blessed”. 
 



Note in these verses the number of times that God makes a promise..  “I will show you”, “I will 
will make of you a great nation”, “I will bless you”, I will bless those who bless you”.  God makes 
is clear that God is a god of promises.  God is the one who will accomplish all of this.  God is the 
one who will fulfill these promises.  As you go back and read the story, Abram did nothing to 
deserve God's blessings.  All that Abram has to do is to trust God and live in that faith. 
 
In the resurrected Jesus, we too have a promise.  We have the promise that nothing can 
separate us from God's love.  In the resurrected Jesus, we have the promise that we have been 
made right with God.  In the resurrected Jesus, we have the promise and the hope for a new 
life.  We have this promise of God's love and we have done nothing to deserve it.  All that we 
have to do is to trust God and live in that faith too. 
 
The resurrected Jesus says to us... “So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do 
not give up all your possessions.” (Luke 12:33)  The kind of faith that God blesses is the faith that 
is willing to leave everything behind for the sake of Christ.  This may involve moving away from 
our comforts like Abram did, but for most of us, it is more likely a faith that leads us to die to 
ourselves by putting the needs of others before our own needs, as we try to live in service to 
our Lord. 
 
Questions to ponder- 
 
When we make a promise, why can it be so hard to keep?  What is it about ourselves that gets 
in the way?   
 
Have you made a promise to God?  What was the motivation for the promise you made?  
Have you kept it? 
 
Do you believe and trust that God will keep God's promises to you? 
 
Prayer:  Gracious Lord, we strive to be a joy-filled community that reflects your love and 
compassion for all.  Thank you for being with us as we walk thru these days of quarantine and 
isolation from each other.  Thank you for the promise of life you give us.   Give us hope during 
these days and help us to find ways to actually live the faith that you have brought us into.  
Amen 
 

 

 

Friday, May 8                                                                                            by Nila Schneider 

Scripture: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Exodus 3:1-12; Acts 7:1-16  
 



Knowing Jesus was very familiar with the Psalms, these readings from Psalm 31 struck me as 

what He could easily be saying to God during His final day on earth.  Again, the images come to 

mind: a refuge, a rock, and a strong fortress—the perfect description of God and the strength of 

God.  Then I notice the pleas: protect from shame, deliver me, rescue me quickly, for your 

name’s sake lead and guide me, into your hand I commit my spirit (sound familiar?).  All of 

these sound like a person trying to muster courage, to face the end, until success is finally 

achieved through the Lord.  The important line to me is the most familiar one to me, “into your 

hand I commit my spirit.”  It speaks of trust and obedience. 

 

Exodus 3:1-12, besides the burning bush image, is the calling of Moses into God’s service.  

Moses obeys and is given the assurance that God will be with him and he will lead the Israelites 

to the “land of milk and honey,” the Promised Land, to something better than Egypt.  You’ll 

notice Moses doesn’t complain and doesn’t refuse.  Picture yourself standing before a bush 

that is on fire but doesn’t burn up, talking to an unseen person with a voice like thunder, telling 

you to go back to the land you just escaped from to lead your nation out of Egypt and into the 

desert to an unknown land of “milk and honey.”  I don’t know about you but my first reaction 

would be, “Really?  Me?  You’ve got to be kidding.  This is some kind of a Candid Camera gag, 

right?  This doesn’t happen in real life”…or does it?  Moses accepted it, as outlandish and 

improbable as it must have seemed, and obeyed.  (It reminds me of Mary, the mother of Jesus, 

at the enunciation, and her willingness to obey.  One male example from the Old Testament 

and one female example from the New Testament must mean that the need to obey applies to 

everyone, but I digress.)  To obey, Moses must have had a lot of trust, not to mention courage.  

Perhaps people back then did have more faith, trust, and courage than they do now. 

 

Acts 7:1-16 tells us about Stephen as he addresses the Sanhedrin to accuse the Jews of killing 

the Messiah.  Stephen reminds the members of the Sanhedrin of how God called the Patriarchs, 

was with the Patriarchs, and rewarded the Patriarchs for their obedience.  Stephen himself was 

called to follow God and was assured God was with him so he trusted and obeyed God in order 

to have the courage to face the Sanhedrin.  We later learn how he was martyred because of it.  

I’m reminded of a clip of the late actor James Drury, tv’s The Virginian, where he says he 

learned from his tv character that if you don’t stand up for what’s right you become a part of 

what’s wrong. 

 

So, what can we learn from these examples?  God will call us to serve when and how He needs 

us to serve, even if it seems to us that we are unworthy, ill-equipped, or even if it just seems 

strange or unlikely to us.  In fact, that reaction may be what exactly is the reason for our calling, 

or what has prepared us for the call.  We must just trust and obey.  If God has truly called us to 

respond, we must respond with faith, trust, and courage, knowing He will be with us and will 



increase our faith, trust and courage as events progress, regardless of the eventual outcome. 

Perhaps each calling has a two-fold mission; one to accomplish the work God needs to be done, 

and the other being through accomplishing the work, we will develop what we need to develop 

within ourselves to be the person God wants us to be.  And because God is with us, we can 

have the courage to do what God asks of us, no matter how strange, unlikely, or “out of my 

league” it may seem to us.  So, rise to the challenge!  Step out in faith!  What do you think? 

 

Let us pray:  Heavenly Father, open our senses, hearts and minds to your call to us.  Help us to 

respond to it as you want us to respond with faith, trust, and courage, knowing you will be with 

us and increase our faith, trust and courage.  Help us to always recognize your voice and 

respond as you want us to respond.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen! 

 

 

Saturday, May 9                                                                                   by Rev. Keith Hohly 

Scripture :  Psalm 31:1-5,15-16; Jeremiah 26:20-24; John 8: 

48-59   

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  

1In you, O LORD, I seek refuge; 

 do not let me ever be put to shame; 

 in your righteousness deliver me. 

 2Incline your ear to me; 

 rescue me speedily. 

 Be a rock of refuge for me, 

 a strong fortress to save me. 

 3You are indeed my rock and my fortress; 

 for your name's sake lead me and guide me, 

 4take me out of the net that is hidden for me, 

 for you are my refuge. 

 5Into your hand I commit my spirit; 

 you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 

 15My times are in your hand; 

 deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 

 16Let your face shine upon your servant; 

 save me in your steadfast love. 

 



When I was a kid my parents used to listen to Paul Harvey on the radio.  Paul Harvey aired two 

broadcasts a day.  His News and Comment segment ran in the morning and then again at noon.  

His second broadcast of the day, named The Rest of the Story, was the mid-afternoon 

counterpart to his morning segment.  I was always fascinated with this second segment.  It was 

sort of “the story behind the story.”  Harvey had a certain dramatic flair for telling about some 

little known or forgotten facts about a variety of subjects, usually withhold the name of the 

famous person or event to which these facts pertained, and then always ending by saying: “And 

now you know …. the rest of the story.” 

 

One of my seminary professors told that when Jesus quotes words from the Hebrew Bible, it is 

important to look up the passage in which these words are found because Jesus may be making 

reference to the entire passage in which a verse is found.  I think this is particularly true of 

when Jesus quotes the first part of verse 5 of Psalm 31.  In Luke’s gospel, these are the last 

words Jesus says before he dies: Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.  

 

Now if we just hear these words alone, it is difficult to understand Jesus’ frame of mind as he 

was dying.  By themselves, these simply could be words of resignation.  But understood in the 

context of the psalm from which they are quoted, this is a prayer for deliverance.  This is a 

psalm grounded in the conviction of God’s steadfast love.  This is a psalm of faith: My times are 

in your hands.  What was Jesus’ frame of mind when he died?  The rest of the psalm tells the 

rest of the story. 

 

For me, even as he is dying, Jesus is showing us how to live.  Our times are in God’s hands.  As 

we live in the midst of a pandemic, our cry is for deliverance.  Our cry is for God’s face to shine 

upon us and bring the light of healing and wholeness.  Our cry is for us to be together once 

again. 

Through this psalm, Jesus is calling us to put our trust in God’s steadfast love, for this is where 

Jesus put his. 

 

Questions to consider: 

What might God’s deliverance look like for us in these days?   

What does it mean to hand our spirits over to God’s care? 

 

 



Prayer for the day: 

Gracious and loving God, we thank you for giving us your Son to show us the way to life in you.  

Give us your Spirit that we might live by his example.  May your Spirit empower us to show your 

steadfast love to this world in which we live.  This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen 

 

 


