
Easter Devotions for Week Three 

 

Monday, April 27                                                                                         by Misty Coyle 

Scripture: Psalm 134; Genesis 18:1-14; 1 Peter 1:23-25 

As everyone may know, I like to use the computer and the internet. (I hear the chuckles out 

there 😉) I Googled hope and then I Binged hope. The first thing that came up was an article 
about the season of “Advent, The Season of Hope”. It is curious the same article popped up in 
both search engines. But it makes sense. It’s the happiest time of the year, right? Why? 
Because we know a sweet little baby was born to be our king. Do we talk about how the sweet 
little baby is going to die? But he has to die to be resurrected? No, not really. Maybe every 
once in a while. We don’t talk about it because we know. We know what’s to come and it’s not 
pleasant and ruins the spirit and excitement of Advent. 
 
Hence, why we have Lent. A time to reflect on our sins and how we have not changed even 
though we promise to God with every prayer we are going to change. Then we celebrate Easter 
as a season to remind ourselves about the hope we live in the resurrection. The article I was 
reading ended like this: “We can live this hope by seeing ourselves as, first and foremost, 
people loved by God. We can live this hope by coming to the aid of others. We can live this 
hope by looking for the beauty that surrounds us. We can bring Emmanuel—which literally 
means “God is with us”—into the world by being people who live hope.” This sounds like the 
things we say over and over again in Lent. Hmmm…the author is right though, you cannot have 
hope in the resurrection without looking at yourself as a child loved by God. To see God in the 
people you are helping. To see God in the beauty that surrounds you with a child’s laugh, the 
nature surrounding you, the hug of a lost friend. Jesus’ name did not change from when he was 
a baby to a resurrected savior. He is still, and will always be, Emmanuel. 
 
What do you do during Lent and Advent that are the same? Do you donate extra food? Do you 
pick a charitable organization for the season? Do you spend more time at a food center or 
homeless shelter? Do things only have to be done during these two seasons? 
 
Emmanuel, our God who is always with us. Let our hearts be open to the needs of your people, 
our brothers and sisters. Let our minds catch up to our hearts and always remember you love us 
no matter what. Let our feet walk in your ways, our hands do the work you desire, and our 
voice be only of your love and compassion so that others know, “God is with Us”. Amen! 

 

 

 



Tuesday, April 28                                                                                             by Jim Pierce 

Scripture: Psalm 134; Proverbs 8:32-9:6; 1 Peter 2:1-3 

Proverbs 8:32—9:6 

 32"And now, my children, listen to me: 

  happy are those who keep my ways. 

 33Hear instruction and be wise, 

  and do not neglect it. 

 34Happy is the one who listens to me, 

  watching daily at my gates, 

  waiting beside my doors. 

 35For whoever finds me finds life 

  and obtains favor from the LORD; 

 36but those who miss me injure themselves; 

  all who hate me love death." 

1Wisdom has built her house, 

  she has hewn her seven pillars. 

 2She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine, 

  she has also set her table. 

 3She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls 

  from the highest places in the town, 

 4"You that are simple, turn in here!" 

  To those without sense she says, 

 5"Come, eat of my bread 

  and drink of the wine I have mixed. 

 6Lay aside immaturity, and live, 

  and walk in the way of insight." 

 

I confess, I spend little time in the book of Proverbs.  Today’s lectionary reading takes me to a 

place I seldom go.  What do I find when I get there?  An invitation to consider another place I 

should regularly spend time. 

 

We focus this season on the hope Resurrection brings to life, on how Resurrection enables us to 

see beyond what is immediately before us.  That’s easier said than done these days amid news 

full of COVID-19 and a tanking world economy.   

 



Where I find myself spending time is in the news feed on my phone, skimming headlines there 

for updates.  Are things getting better?  Are they getting worse?  Are we doing the right things 

in response?  Are we doing the wrong things?  Should we be doing something else?  That’s 

enough to raise my anxiety!  There’s enough there that I don’t dare turn on the TV for reporting 

and analysis.  We are long on conflicting information, short on wisdom. 

 

What does Wisdom, the speaker in today’s verses from Proverbs have to do with all this.  

Wisdom says, “People, you’ve got to re-focus or you’re going to dig yourselves into such a deep 

pit of despair you won’t be able to get back out again.  Re-focus.  Listen to me.  Instead of 

camping out in front of your phone news feed or your TV, watch daily at my gates, wait beside 

my doors.” 

 

Is Wisdom saying here we should not pay attention to what’s going on around us?  No, not that, 

but this, listen for the ways God is present and working in this time.  If you tune your ears, focus 

your eyes on this, you will hear and see God at work, for God surely is at work. 

 

God is at work in all of those ways people are reaching out through sheltering in place and 

social distancing with messages and acts of caring that say we are not alone.  Signs in front 

yards, teacher caravans through their students’ neighborhoods, all of those mask makers and 

sharers . . .   Start with these and build your own list.   

 

God is present in all of these, bringing Resurrection hope that even now, in this time of world 

crisis, life, not death, will have the final word.  Ask yourself today, and again tomorrow and 

each tomorrow after that:  Through whom does God bring Resurrection hope to me?  To whom 

does God call me to bring Resurrection hope?  Sit at Wisdom’s gate.  Wait for Wisdom’s 

instruction.  It will come, for God is faithful, even and especially in this time.  

 

God, our Resurrection hope, we need you now more than ever.  Open our eyes, open our ears 

that we hear and see you at work.  Use our voices, our actions to bring your hope to others.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, April 29                                                                                     by Juel Pierce 

Scripture: Psalm 134; Exodus 24:1-11; John 21:1-14 

 1After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and 
he showed himself in this way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the 
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3Simon 
Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out 
and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
 4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered him, "No." 6He 
said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, 
and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7That disciple whom 
Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put 
on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the 
boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred 
yards off. 
 9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 
10Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." 11So Simon Peter went 
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though 
there were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." 
Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. 
13Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was 
now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.  
 
 What do you do while you’re waiting?  That’s the time the disciples found themselves in 
after they had seen Jesus following his resurrection.  Now what?  Wait.  So Peter made a 
decision, “I’m going to work.  I’m going fishing.”  So he and Thomas, Nathanael, James and John 
and two others of his disciples went fishing.  If they were hoping to feel like they had 
accomplished something, it didn’t help.  They caught nothing.   
 
 Right now we’re waiting.  So what are you doing?  Maybe one or two of us are going 
fishing.  Some of us are essential workers and going to work.  Some of us are working from 
home.  Some of us are just waiting, waiting for a vaccine, or for testing; waiting for a decision 
from the Mayor or the Governor that it’s okay to go back to work.  Some of us are waiting in 
fear that this time isn’t over yet, and it won’t be for a while.  Some of us may feel that we’ve 
accomplished something important, but many of us don’t. 
 
 As the disciples were standing around waiting, looking at their empty nets, Jesus (we 
know who it is before they do) calls to them and asks them if they have caught anything.  
“Nope,” they answer, so he tells them to go out again and put out their nets on the right side of 
the boat.  This reminds me and the disciple whom Jesus loved about that time Jesus had told 
them to go out again and they caught a whole lot of fish (see Luke 5:1-11).  The disciple 



recognized Jesus, and then they all knew it was him.  But they were too shy? overwhelmed? 
embarrassed? to say anything.  And once again, Jesus fed them, this time with bread and fish.   
 
 What can we do while we’re waiting?  We can let Jesus feed us—it may seem like Pastor 
Keith who gives us the bread on Sunday mornings, but he’s just the one who reminds us that 
Jesus feeds us.  We can read and listen to what Jesus has to say to us.  We can speak to each 
other in words of hope and love about Jesus.  We don’t just have to look at those empty nets 
and wonder if life is going to ever go back to normal.  It isn’t—because Jesus is alive, and he 
calls us to new life. 
 
Questions:  How does Jesus appear to you in your daily life?  In this time of waiting, how do you 
let Jesus feed you? 
 
Let us pray: 
 We wait for you, God, in this time when our world needs healing.  Help us to recognize 
Jesus as he comes to us each day.  AMEN. 
 

   

Thursday, April 30                                                                                       by Jeff Langdon 

Scripture: Psalm 23; Exodus 2:15b-25; 1 Peter 2:9-12 

 
1 Peter 2:9-12 
 
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that 
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 

10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the desires of the flesh that wage war 

against the soul. 12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that, though they 

malign you as evildoers, they may see your honorable deeds and glorify God when he comes to 

judge. 

 
As I wrote lase week, this letter of Peter explores issues of community and mission in the early 
church.  The writer explains that we are called to a joyful community of faith, a community that 
God has called out of darkness,  to carry out God's mission ...to tell others about the mighty 
acts of God. 
 
But what are distinguishing marks of the people of God?   What is it about our living that 
separates us from the world? 



Peter has just been talking about how Christ is the capstone, the foundation of the house of 
God. The world did not receive him; they stumbled over him. He came like a servant when they 
were expecting a king. He came to suffer when they were expecting a conqueror. As the people 
in Jerusalem rejected him at his coming, so has the rest of the unbelieving world rejected and 
stumbled over him ever since.  Listen to what Peter says in the verses immediately preceding 
today's reading:   
 
“Now to you who believe,  this stone was precious.  But to those who do not believe, 'the stone 
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone', and 'A stone that causes people to stumble 
and a rock that makes them fall.” 1 Peter 2:7-8 
 
They stumble because they do not believe the message...those who do not believe fail to accept 
the Gospel.  To them, Jesus is no more than a teacher at best. 
 
However, this is not supposed to be true for us. In verse 9, Peter begins with the word 
“but.” ...“But you are a chosen people.” Christians should be drastically different from the world.  
We are to act and behave differently.  I would argue that our motivations should be different 
than the rest of the world.  We should view things differently. 
 
Christ taught the same thing in Matt 5:13,  Jesus said “you are the salt of the earth.” We 
preserve the world from decay. We have tremendous value. He said “you are the light of the 
world” (v. 14). Among the people of the earth, we are a people who are to be radically different.  
We are called, set apart, and we are special. 
 
Because of this radical difference, Christians often can be looked at and treated differently by 
the rest of the world.  We have a history of being mocked and persecuted, especially as was 
happening to the believers in this context.  Peter writes to encourage them but also to reinforce 
why they should continue to be different.  In the midst of persecution and suffering for our 
faith, and even for us today... there can be a tendency to soften our message,,,to dim the light 
and the witness of our lives in order to avoid offense. There can be a tendency to compromise 
core values.  We can loose our “saltiness”. 

This seemed to be happening here in this context. That is why Peter “urges” them to live as 
strangers to the world and abstain from the world's desires and ways.  Peter is urging his reader 
and us, therefore to continue to be different, to continue to be salty, to continue to be light, not 
compromising our faith.  Peter reminds the early church and us of who the church is and what 
distinguishes us as the Body of Christ.   

For some of us, these verses are a challenge, as challenging as it was to that early faith 
community Peter is writing to... to continue to remain different, to continue to not compromise 
at the work place or in conversations with friends. For some of us, it may be a call to repent 
from ways we have compromised and conformed to the attitudes and values of this world.  
Bottom line, because we are called and set apart, we are challenged to live that way.  The world 
is watching. 



 
But, the question is...can the world tell that we are different?  How should we be different?  
There is a a hint in verse 12....”they will see your honorable deeds...” .  We should be a people 
who are visibly different, like the old church camp song...”They will know we are Christians by 
our love, by our love, they will know we are Christians by our love”.  Reflecting Jesus' love or 
actually being Jesus' love should be that which motives us... the core of what we do and why we 
do what we do.  It should be what the world sees. 
 
Questions to ponder: 
 
What do people see in you that sets you apart? 
How are you “salt” in your circle of friends? 
Do you actually reflect Christ's love in how you view the world? 
 
 
Prayer: Gracious Lord, we strive to be a joy-filled community that reflects your love and 
compassion for all.  Thank you for being with us as we walk thru these days of quarantine and 
isolation from each other.  Help us in our prayer lives to be joyful, remembering your love and 
faithfulness.  Use us to be your salt in the world.  Help us to be a light in our community.  Give us 
hope during these days and help us to find ways to actually be joyful, doing your good work.    
Amen 

 
 

 

Friday, May 1                                                                                            by Nila Schneider 

Scripture: Psalm 23; Exodus 3:16-22; 4:18-20; 1 Peter 2:13-17  
 

The twenty-third psalm is called the Shepherd’s Psalm, probably because the author was a 

shepherd (David—who later became king).  He presents us with many images that give us 

comfort and hope:  shepherd (who cares for us and leads us, protects us), never being in want 

(needs met), a rod and staff to control everything (and us), a lavishly set table with every food 

imaginable set in front of us in the presence of our enemies, and a cup overflowing (more 

blessings that we can contain).  Keep in mind the shepherd with his rod and staff. 

 

Next we read Exodus 3:16-22, 4:18-20 where the image is of Moses, his staff in hand, leaving 

his flock to go back to Egypt where he ends up leading his people, staff in hand, in the exodus to 

the Promised Land (this time complete with plunder from the Egyptians).  When we get to the 

New Testament in 1 Peter 2:13-17, we are given the example of Christ to follow, Christ as the 

Good Shepherd and the Lamb of God who taught us to submit to authority, do good, silence 



foolish people, be free, be servants of God, honor everyone, love brotherhood, fear God, honor 

the ruler, be subject to our masters, and that in our sufferings we are showing our commitment 

to Jesus.  If we are to be like Jesus then we are to be a shepherd and a lamb. 

 

When I think of a shepherd, I think of a man holding a crook, called a crozier, that is carried by a 

bishop as a symbol of pastoral authority over a congregation and as a reminder of Jesus.  The 

Shepherd’s Psalm talks about a rod and staff.  As a semiologist, I look at the meanings for these 

things.  A rod is the symbol of supernatural power and miracle-working properties.  A staff is 

the symbol of imperial or kingly position.  A crozier is both of these put together.  What comfort 

this gives us—Jesus, supernatural power, miracles, our King, and pastoral authority over us.  

We’re in the best of hands! 

 

The lamb, the most defenseless of creatures, is the symbol of sacrifice, gentleness, innocence, 

faithfulness, childlikeness, purity, renewal, and redemption (blessing, forgiveness).  The only 

thing without blemish (like the Passover Lamb) entirely pure and good is God.  God will give His 

life for us.  God is love and the nature of love is to give, ergo, the lamb of this Passover is God.  

Each word brings to mind other scriptural passages quoting Jesus.  Since Jesus was both 

shepherd and lamb, He was/is our caretaker, leader, and our Passover Lamb sacrificed to save 

us.  But the dichotomy continues with His personality—at times being in charge with kingly 

authority, using supernatural power and miracle-working properties to help “his flock” all the 

while doing it with gentleness, in the state of purity and sinlessness, faithful to the Father, 

childlike with children, innocent of the charges, whose resurrection brings renewal and 

redemption.  As Christians, we’re to be like Jesus, like this ourselves. 

 

So, how do we shepherd others?  As representatives of Christ and His church, He gave us the 

supernatural power and miracle-working properties He had through faith.  It’s just that our 

faith isn’t quite as strong as Jesus’ was (but it could be if we ask for it) so the supernatural 

power and miracle-working properties aren’t nearly as obvious, but make no mistake, they’re 

still there—through prayers and/or being God’s instrument of use.  We just may never see the 

result.  We must sacrifice time, treasure, and our own desires to aid others in all gentleness and 

innocence, while preparing ourselves spiritually by maintaining ourselves in a state of 

sinlessness and faithfulness through spiritual renewal and being in the states of purity and 

redemption, accepting, believing, trusting and depending on God like a child.  Can we do it?  

Yes, but not perfectly and that’s O.K.  Jesus has already forgiven us for failing.  He knew He was 

an impossible act to follow.  After all, He was/is our God.  What do you think? 



Let us pray:  Heavenly Father, be with us everyday to renew our commitment to being and 

acting like Jesus.  Give us everything we need to be as much like Him as we can be.  In Jesus’ 

name.  Amen! 

 

 

Saturday, May 2                                                                                   by Rev. Keith Hohly 

Scripture :  Psalm 23; Exekiel 34:1-16; Luke 15:1-7   

Luke 15:1-7 

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the Pharisees 

and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." 
3So he told them this parable: 4Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 

them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 

finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes 

home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have 

found my sheep that was lost.' 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

 

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the Pharisees 

and the scribes were grumbling … The first thing that jumps out at me here is that Jesus is 

eating with tax collectors and sinners and the Pharisees and scribes are grumbling about and 

criticizing Jesus for his behavior.  For our devotional reading last Saturday the reading came 

from the very chapter in Luke before this one and there Jesus was eating with the Pharisees and 

the scribes, which caused some of his followers to complain and criticize his behavior.  

Fraternizing with the enemy! 

 

Now you could say that Jesus couldn’t win for losing.  No matter with whom he ate, someone 

was going to complain and criticize him.  But I think the real issue is with us and our ego needs 

and our need to feel special.  The real issue is we tend to define ourselves in terms of how we 

are not like others – others whom we feel inferior to us.  Pharisees feel themselves superior to 

tax collectors and sinners.  Disciples of Jesus feel themselves superior to Pharisees and scribes.  

My youngest daughter, who has a great sense of humor she inherited from her mother, once 

bought me a tee shirt that say: “Jesus Love You … but he loves me more!” 

 



I grew up in a neighborhood sharply divided between Protestants and Roman Catholics.  We 

Protestant boys defined ourselves in terms of how we weren’t like the Catholics: we didn’t have 

to wear uniforms to school, we didn’t have to go to confession, we could eat meat on Fridays, 

we didn’t have a pope to answer to …  The list went on and on.  Bottom line was we Protestants 

thought ourselves superior because of these things.  Whether we admitted it or not, somehow 

we thought this would make us feel better about ourselves. 

 

But in the end it never does.  The ego is never satisfied.  We spend our lives finding new people 

or groups to blame, new people or groups to whom we feel superior, new people or groups to 

denigrate in order to make up for our own lack of self-esteem.  It is a downward spiral that 

really goes nowhere.  Which is why Jesus takes us in a different direction. 

 

Psychologist Carl Jung used to talk about the two halves of life.  The first half of life is all about 

the ego.  It is all about the self.  It is all about making a name for ourself and climbing the ladder 

of success and building a career.  It is all about self-differentiation.  It is all about me. 

 

The second half of life is completely different.  It is all about us.  It is all about how we are 

connected and how we are in this together.  It is about how we are all God’s children which is 

not dependent on what group you belong to or what you believe.  We are all God’s children.  

All. Period.   

 

I believe this is the reality into which Jesus wants to lead us.  That’s why he ate and drank and 

had fellowship with everybody.  Which is the example I think he is hoping we will follow. 

 

Questions to consider: 

Who are some people or groups of people sometimes considered outside of the family of God?  

Why do you suppose this might be the case? 

 

Prayer for the day: 

Gracious and loving God, help us love and respect all people as you do.  Lift up the spirits of 

those who feel themselves separated from your love and grace.  Guide those who feel they 

have nowhere to belong.  Help us be your love and welcome to them.  This we pray in Jesus’ 

name.  Amen. 


