
Easter Devotions for Week Two 

 

Monday, April 20                                                                                          by Misty Coyle 

Scripture: Psalm 114; Judges 6:36-40; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

 

 

 

Tuesday, April 21                                                                                             by Jim Pierce 

Scripture: Psalm 114; Jonah 1:1-17; 1 Corinthians 15:19-28  

12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no 

resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been 

raised; 14and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your 

faith has been in vain. 15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of 

God that he raised Christ — whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 
16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17If Christ has not been raised, 

your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have died in Christ have 

perished. 19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.  

 

BOY HOWDY, as my kids would say!  Paul is pretty blunt in this section of his letter to the 

Corinthians.  Some in that congregation were saying there is no resurrection from the dead.  He 

replies, “if that’s true our proclamation is in vain, our faith is in vain, futile, and we are still, 

living and dead, stuck in our sins.  If that’s true, we have no hope at all.” 

 

Implied in Paul’s response, “You can believe there is no resurrection if you want, but not me.”  

Also implied is the message, “Whether you believe it or not, it’s true, it’s real, so quit debating, 

claim that truth and experience the difference it makes in your life.” 

 

Consider the difference.  If you live as though there is no resurrection from the dead, you 

believe that it is only how you live that makes a difference in how you die.  At the end of your 

life (or right now, for that matter) will you be able to look back and say, “I did all right,” and die 



peacefully?  Or will you have to say, “I really screwed it up, didn’t I?” and head to your death 

tormented.  Either way – or somewhere in between – the burden’s all on you. 

 

BUT, if you live in faith that Christ has in fact been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 

who have died, it’s not about you at all.  It’s not about what you have accomplished or messed 

up, not about how good or bad you’ve been.  It’s about the one who holds you and me in the 

grace that assures us that what really matters is that God loves us, that God redeems us, that 

resurrection is ours, regardless of what we do. 

 

Understand this, resurrection is not just a “someday” event on the other side of our deaths.  

No, it’s a daily event – some days an hourly event – as God continually brings us back to life, 

time and time again, every time we mess up.  Resurrection means we are not defined by either 

our failures or our successes.  It means we are defined by the fact that we are, and always will 

be, God’s children.  

 

What difference does it make in how you live each day if it’s all about you or all about God and 

God’s promises to you? What are you in bondage to when it’s all about you? What are you free 

to be and do if it’s all about God?  The difference is the hope that resurrection brings to your 

life each day. 

Gracious, redeeming, resurrecting God, resurrect me again today from my failures.  Bring me to 

life again this day in your promises that because Christ lives, I live as well.  Free me to live today 

in resurrection faith.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Wednesday, April 22                                                                                      by Juel Pierce 

Scripture: Psalm 114; Jonah 2:1-10; Matthew 12:38-42  

 

Psalm 114 
 1When Israel went out from Egypt, 
 the house of Jacob from a people of strange language, 
 2Judah became God's sanctuary, 
 Israel his dominion. 
 3The sea looked and fled; 



 Jordan turned back. 
 4The mountains skipped like rams, 
 the hills like lambs. 
 5Why is it, O sea, that you flee? 
 O Jordan, that you turn back? 
 6O mountains, that you skip like rams? 
 O hills, like lambs? 
 7Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the LORD, 
 at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
 8who turns the rock into a pool of water, 
 the flint into a spring of water. 
 
 
Jonah 2:1-10 
1Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the fish, 2saying, 
 "I called to the LORD out of my distress, 
 and he answered me; 
 out of the belly of Sheol I cried, 
 and you heard my voice. 
 3You cast me into the deep, 
 into the heart of the seas, 
 and the flood surrounded me; 
 all your waves and your billows 
 passed over me. 
 4Then I said, 'I am driven away 
 from your sight; 
 how shall I look again 
 upon your holy temple?' 
 5The waters closed in over me; 
 the deep surrounded me; 
 weeds were wrapped around my head 
 6at the roots of the mountains. 
 I went down to the land 
 whose bars closed upon me forever; 
 yet you brought up my life from the Pit, 
 O LORD my God. 
 7As my life was ebbing away, 
 I remembered the LORD; 
 and my prayer came to you, 
 into your holy temple. 
 8Those who worship vain idols 
 forsake their true loyalty. 
 9But I with the voice of thanksgiving 
 will sacrifice to you; 



 what I have vowed I will pay. 
 Deliverance belongs to the LORD!" 
10Then the LORD spoke to the fish, and it spewed Jonah out upon the dry land. 
 
 
 For the devotion on this second Wednesday of Easter, I’m using two psalms, Psalm 114, 
and the psalm in the second chapter of Jonah.  I love finding unexpected passages in the Bible—
who would have thought that the prophetic book of Jonah would contain a psalm‽   
 
 First Psalm 114:  the actors who respond to God in this psalm are the sea, the Jordan 
river, the mountains, the hills, and the earth itself that trembles at the presence of the Lord.  
Whatever the earth does, the psalmist reminds us, is in praise of the Lord.   
 
 And the psalm in Jonah 2 is the psalm that Jonah sings as a cry for help from the belly of 
the whale, which ends with a voice of thanksgiving, and the Lord made the fish spew Jonah out 
onto dry land.  Not that Jonah ended up being thankful when the Lord made him go back to 
Ninevah—but that’s a story for another day. 
 
 Psalm 114 reminds us that God is in control.  Certainly if we really saw the sea fleeing 
away from the shore, the mountains and the hills skipping lie sheep, we might be even more 
fearful than we are right now.  But we can remember that even the corona virus must obey the 
Lord, and in whatever way viruses can praise, it must praise the Lord.  We pray that it will praise 
the Lord by going away!  It is not in our control, but the Lord, we remember from the 
celebrating the resurrection of Jesus, has conquered death. 
 
 Jonah got into the belly of the whale by disobeying God and running away from God’s 
command and call.  He thought he would die, but God didn’t let him die.  Instead, God saved 
him from death, in order that he might follow God’s call. 
 
 We don’t know what’s going to happen to us.  Maybe we don’t get sick.  Maybe we will 
get sick and recover.  Maybe we will get sick and die.  Whatever happens, we know from the 
sea and the mountains, and from Jonah, that we are in the Lord’s hands.  And we know from 
the resurrection of Jesus that even if we die, God will hold us forever.   
 
 I’m really looking forward to the time when we can worship together in our own church, 
in our own congregation.  I hope I see that day—I hope we all do.  But what I do know is that 
we will worship together, perhaps on a planet that is trembling, perhaps from the depths of 
illness, because God holds us, all of us, forever. 
Questions: 
 What fears do you have at this time?  What hopes do you keep in your heart?  With 
whom do you share them?  How do you bring them to the Lord?  
 
Let us pray: 



 God, you raised Jesus from the dead, and even in the midst of our fears and hopes you 
call us to new life in him.  Be with us today and always.  Even as it seems like perhaps the 
earth is trembling, remind us that we are in your hands.  AMEN. 
 
   

Thursday, April 23                                                                                       by Jeff Langdon 

Scripture: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Isaiah 25:1-5; 1 Peter 1:8b-

12   

 
8b... and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls. 10Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come 
to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11trying to find out the time and 
circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the 
sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow. 12It was revealed to them that they 
were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told 
you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even 
angels long to look into these things. 
 
This letter of Peter explores issues of community and mission in the early church.  The writer 
explains that we are called to a joyful community of faith, a community that God has called out 
of the darkness and into a  marvelous light,  to carry out God's mission ...to tell others about 
the mighty acts of God. 
 
In these early verses, the reader is reminded that we have not seen Christ, unlike Peter, who 
had the distinction of walking and talking with Jesus, in the flesh.  But we, though we have not 
seen him, we believe in him. 
 
We live in a life of faith that is grounded in a belief that brings joy.  Importantly, Peter does not 
say happiness, but a belief that brings joy... and there is a difference between joy and 
happiness. 
 
Happiness is fleeting, changing as quickly as our circumstances change.  A new car, a new job, a 
vacation all bring us happiness.  But what happens when you loose your job, your car doesn't 
start, or when a pandemic cancels your vacation plans?  Are you happy then?  Are you happy 
now? Will you be happy tomorrow? 
 
Peter tells us that when we believe in Jesus, we are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.  
Joy is different from happiness.  Joy is not based on your circumstances, and you don't have to 
pursue it.  Joy is God's gift to the faithful, and it is constant through all circumstances.   
 



Happiness is dependent on what happens to us.  Joy is received because of what Jesus did on 
the cross.  Jesus' resurrection showed that He is more powerful than any circumstances we will 
ever face.   
 
In Jesus, we find forgiveness, fulfillment and a future.  Nothing that happens to us, no job loss, 
no broken car, canceled vacation plans, and a virus induced pandemic can change that fact.  So 
instead of focusing on happiness, revel in joy.  Instead of pursing happiness, explore the joy 
resulting from your faith.   
 
We are a resurrection people, let's live that way.   Alleluia ! 
 
 

Questions to ponder: 

 

Is there any area of your life where you feel like, “If I just had ________, I would be happy”? 

 

What does joy look like... What does joy feel like? 

 

Think about a time where you went through something difficult.  It may have been yesterday.  It 

may be the current life in the midst of the pandemic.   How did or how does your faith in Jesus 

give you joy even in the midst of difficulty? 

 

 And finally,  how can being the Church, doing God's good work, during our time of separation 

bring you joy? 

 

Prayer: Gracious Lord, we strive to be a joy-filled community that reflects your love and 

compassion for all.  We thank you for the Resurrection,  We thank you for the gift of the Spirit 

that lives with us.  Thank you for being with us as we walk thru these days of quarantine and 

isolation from each other.  Help us in our prayer lives to be joyful, remembering your love and 

faithfulness.  Give us hope during these days and help us to find ways to actually be joyful, doing 

your good work.    Amen 

 
 

 

Friday, April 24                                                                                        by Nila Schneider 

Scripture: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Isaiah 26:1-4; 1 Peter 1:13-

16  
 



These passages bring many themes to mind: thanksgiving, trust, peace, hope, and salvation.  

While anyone of these would be a worthy enough topic for a devotional, I found myself 

grouping them into one topic, that of discipleship.  As I sat there looking at my notes and 

imagining the events of Good Friday, especially remembering the tearing of the temple curtain 

and all it signified—the difference between the old faith and the new faith, the old covenant 

and the new covenant, the Old Testament and the New Testament.  A lot of things change with 

the death of Christ.  But does the difference between the Old Testament and the New 

Testament change the meaning or definition of discipleship?  Let’s look and see. 

 

The Old Testament is about man showing his love for God (call it the attempt to follow the rules 

and make the required sacrifices).  The New Testament is about God’s love for man (grace), 

clearly a hundred-eighty degree turn.  But weren’t there disciples under both testaments?  I say 

yes, but we only really know anything about a select few (Elisha being Elijah’s disciple, for 

example) in the Old Testament and quite a bit about Jesus’ disciples in the New Testament. 

Discipleship can be defined as the following and learning from a teacher.  The Old Testament 

presents us with many heroes and role models from warriors and kings to prophets and 

patriarchs.  When you apply the definition of discipleship, one example easily comes to mind:  

Elisha learning from Elijah.  By the time the Sanhedrin is established there are specific teachers 

of the Law.  You don’t need teachers if there aren’t students so we must assume there were 

“disciples” but they generally aren’t important enough for the Bible to mention the teacher and 

the disciple by name.  We don’t have clear lessons taught.  We are left to our own devices to 

conclude the moral of the story or the example that the hero is displaying.  Each one of us may 

see different things in each story.  When we look at the Old Testament readings for today we 

see that discipleship is defined as rending everything to the Lord, trusting in the Lord, 

thanksgiving being done both personally and publicly, and making it known to the public how 

God has helped you.  We can immediately agree that all those things are still a part of New 

Testament discipleship, albeit maybe not as much as it was back then, maybe not in the same 

way as it was back then, and maybe not all that it was back then, but it still is there today.  

 

The New Testament gives us the perfect example of a teacher, Jesus, and named examples of 

His disciples, the followers of His teachings.  We have specific lessons taught with Jesus making 

the point/moral/conclusion of each lesson quite clear to us.  1 Peter 1:13-16 tells us that 

discipleship is preparation for action (meaning that at some future point taking action will be 

expected of us—an active, no longer passive, faith), to be self-controlled (as Jesus was and as 

His lessons taught), to hope in grace (forgiveness that leads to salvation and resurrection), and 

to be holy in all we do (because we’re not only setting a standard but like it or not, wanting to 

be or not, we’re all, each of us, a teacher like Jesus was with everyone we encounter as our 

student/disciple).  Oh, wow!  How many of you teachers realized your true hero/role 



model/mentor was Jesus?  (I confess I really didn’t but thought only of the teachers who had 

impressed me over the years, but a lawyer-friend had to point out to me that the greatest 

teacher, the one I should model myself after, was Jesus Christ). 

 

My old argument that the faith has remained the same just done differently still hold true.  We 

still show our love for God but know it can never come close to the greatness of His love for us.  

We still practice the same principles of discipleship as in the Old Testament, but we had added 

to them in possibly bigger servings, discipleship as practiced in the New Testament.  

Discipleship has changed in one fundamental way: it’s no longer passive and focused inward 

(within the believer).  Now, it is active, focused outward toward our fellow man (believer and 

nonbeliever).  It looks to me like we’re an intermediary step between the expulsion from the 

Garden of Eden and the gates of heaven.  What do you think? 

 

Let us pray:  Heavenly Father, help me to be mindful as Jesus’ disciples that we are all teachers 

of the faith by our examples of our actions, what we say, and the encouragement and support 

we give to others and in front of others.  Remind us that our faith is to be active and push us 

out of our comfort zone of passiveness for the sake of our souls, our world, and the love of your 

dear son and our Lord Jesus Christ.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen! 

 

 

Saturday, April 25                                                                                 by Rev. Keith Hohly 

Scripture :  Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Isaiah 25:6-9; Luke 14:12-

14  

Luke 14:12-14 

12(Jesus) said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do 

not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may 

invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, 

the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, 

for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 

 

Jesus said to the one who had invited him …  Who is this “one who had invited” Jesus?  If we go 

back to the first verse of this chapter, we find Jesus had been invited “to the house of a leader 

of the Pharisees.”  Many of us probably know something about the Pharisees.  When they 



appear in most gospel stories, they stand in opposition to Jesus.  The Pharisees were very 

devout people.  They were ardent followers of the laws of Moses and prided themselves on 

their pious living.  They were part of the religious establishment in Jerusalem and were 

something of an upstart power group when compared to well-established Sadducees.  The 

Pharisees were the “new money” while the Sadducees were the “old money.”  The Sadducees 

had control of the temple and the Sanhedrin council, but when the temple was destroyed by 

the Romans in 70 AD, it was the Pharisees who were able to survive by gaining prominence in 

the local synagogues of the villages and towns outside of Jerusalem. 

 

Not all Pharisees were outwardly hostile to Jesus, though.  At one point in Luke’s gospel, the 

Pharisees come and warn Jesus that Herod is out to kill him.  In John’s gospel a Pharisee named 

Nicodemus is attracted to what Jesus has been doing and saying comes to him in the cover of 

night to learn more.  Toward the end of John’s gospel we encounter Nicodemus once again, this 

time helping Joseph of Arimathea bury the body of Jesus. 

 

So here in the fourteenth chapter of Luke we find Jesus accepting a Sabbath dinner invitation 

by a leader of the Pharisees, with the rest of the guest list being other Pharisees and some 

lawyers.  The atmosphere of the dinner was probably pretty tense.  Even Luke says “they were 

watching Jesus closely.”   They probably reflected the ambivalence we find elsewhere that 

Pharisees had toward Jesus.  On the one hand they are drawn to him by his wisdom and 

authenticity.  But on the other they are repelled by the way he plays outside the established 

rules.  Jesus not only eats with them, he eats with tax collectors and sinners, too.  He has little 

regard for Sabbath laws.  He even claims to be able to forgive sins – a right reserved for only the 

priests. 

 

So what happens at this dinner?  Well, the first thing Jesus does is heal a diseased person who 

enters the house.  The Pharisees are horrified.  This is, of course, the Sabbath – the day no work 

should be done.  Jesus disarms them with this simple logic: If one has something that belongs to 

you, like a child or an animal, that has fallen into a well on the Sabbath, would you not retrieve 

them?  The Pharisees are left speechless. 

 

Then Jesus notices how all the guests at this dinner have chosen places of honor at which to sit. 

He directly challenges their behavior by telling them we should act with humility and always opt 

to sit at the places of lowest esteem.  Then he directly challenges the behavior of the host 

himself, who has invited only his friends and colleagues to this dinner.  Jesus is probably the 

only one outside of this category.  This is what we hear in verses 12 through 14.  Jesus tells him 

he should be inviting not only those in his same socio-economic class who will like return the 



favor of such invitations to him.  Rather, he should be inviting those who cannot return such 

favors to him: the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind.   

 

If the atmosphere at dinner was somewhat tense when it began, that intensity just escalated 

exponentially.  As I said in a blog on First Lutheran’s Facebook page some time back, the good 

news is that Jesus loves us and comes to us just as we are.  The really good news is that Jesus 

has no intention of leaving us as he finds us.  Sometimes, though, this really good news is really 

discomforting. 

 

Questions to consider: 

Why do you think Jesus said what he said to those at this dinner? 

 

Imagine you’ve invited Jesus to dinner at your house.  What would you want to say to him or 

ask of him?  What do you imagine he might say to you or ask of you? 

 

Prayer for the day: 

Gracious and loving God, thank you for the way you enter into all facets of our living.  Help us 

welcome you.  Give us your Spirit to help us accept your word to us and give us the will to 

follow.  This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen 

 

 


