
Easter Devotions for Week One 

 

Monday, April 13                                                                                          by Misty Coyle 

Scripture: Psalm 118:1-2 14-24; Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21; 

Colossians 3:5-11 

Hope is a Certainty 

 

I was reading a blog by Phil Newton, “9 Ways Christ’s Resurrection Gives Us Hope for Today”, 

found on biblestudytools.com.  I came across this because I wasn’t sure how to explain hope.  

The words were just not coming to me, especially in a time like this.  I prayed for a second, took 

a deep breath and then the first article to pop up was this one.  Mr. Newton describes the use 

of the hope in everyday wording as a desire.  I hope this warm weather keeps up.  I hope I get a 

new crockpot for my birthday.  Mr. Newton goes on to explain this is not the biblical definition 

of hope.  Hope is a certainty that is not yet fulfilled.  “Hope waits. Hope calls for patience. Hope 

always looks ahead. Hope fixes the thoughts on the unseen. Hope, consequently, nourishes the 

heart by anticipating what Christ has promised in the gospel. Hope carries us through trials. 

Hope prepares us for facing death.” 

 

In the readings for today, the Psalm is a prayer of thanksgiving for God loving us so much 

nothing else matters.  In Exodus, we read of the Egyptian army being swallowed by the sea and 

Miriam leading the women in a song of thanksgiving.  In Colossians, Paul starts off with telling 

how bad things are with our sins, but that doesn’t matter, because God’s victory over death, 

through Christ’s resurrection, makes everyone included in Christ no matter their sin or who 

they are.  Paul, and we, have an advantage.  He can say this because he knows Jesus was raised 

from the dead.  We know he was raised from the dead.  What Paul didn’t know, and what we 

don’t know, is when is he coming back?  What does our future hold? 

 

As we try to predict what will happen with the COVID-19 crisis, as we try to predict and explain 

anything bad happening in our lives or the lives of others, we tend to do so in a positive light 

because we know what is to come.  Just not when.  We have hope.  We are practicing hope. 

 



Dear giving and gracious Father, as it is easy to practice faith and love, send your holy spirit to 

help us keep practicing hope.  Let our hands do your work, our feet walk in your ways, and our 

mouths speak of your love and spread hope.  Amen! 

 

 

Tuesday, April 14                                                                                             by Jim Pierce 

Scripture: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Exodus 15:1-18; Colossians 

3:12-17 

Colossians :3: 12-17 

12As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 

against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 

harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 

the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish 

one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 

songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

David, a seminary classmate and close friend, led in establishing a Restorative Justice program 

in the Texas prison system in the 1990s and was instrumental in spreading that program to 

other states and countries.  Last year a book about this program, There Is a Balm in Huntsville, 

was published.  It tells the program’s story through focusing on one young man, Andrew, who 

while driving drunk ran head-on into another car, killing the couple in it—high school students 

on their way home from a date—and throwing their families and friends into prolonged, life 

changing grief.  The justice system, through the court, sentenced Andrew to forty years in 

prison.  The Restorative Justice program restored Andrew to a healing relationship with God.  It 

also restored some of the victims’ family members through a journey of several years in which 

they confronted Andrew face to face, telling him the impact of his drunk driving on their lives, 

and ultimately forgave and reconciled with him. 

 

How was any of that possible?  How could any of them even considered that journey, let alone 

make it?  They came to understand that their lives were over, that they were buried in anger 

and grief.  And they came to understand that the only way out of their own graves, was through 

the power of the Risen Lord—the one who journeyed into their graves with them and led them 



into resurrection and life again.  God’s healing grace enabled them to forgive, and in forgiving 

be restored to relationships, to the fullness of life. 

 

All of us have heard stories of violence, of tragedy, and have said, “I can forgive a lot of things, 

but I don’t know if I could ever forgive that.”  Some of us know such violence and tragedy first 

hand and know the truth, what it is to be hardened by not being able to forgive. 

 

This is why it is so important that we live each year through Holy Week, journey with Jesus to 

the cross.  This is why it is so important that we live each year through the Easter discovery that 

the tomb is empty for Jesus is risen, and ask ,“What does this mean for me, for us?” 

 

The Resurrection does not just bring life, it brings hope back to life.  The journey is not easy.  It 

can be very painful, as the families in this book experienced.  But through the same power of 

that Risen Lord, that same healing grace of God, it is a journey we can make and must make to 

live fully now. 

 

Think about those things, those people you personally find hardest to forgive.  What is the cost 

to you of not forgiving them?  What are you afraid might happen if you let that hurt go and 

said, “I forgive you”?  What peace might God bring into your life if you do? 

 

Gracious God, we are moved in these holy seasons, but the suffering, the pain you endure at our 

hands.  We are moved by your gracious forgiveness.  Help us to forgive, give us peace.  Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, April 15                                                                                      by Juel Pierce 

Scripture: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Joshua 3:1-17; Matthew 

28:1-10 

1O give thanks to the LORD, for she is good; her steadfast love endures forever! 2Let Israel say, 

"Her steadfast love endures forever." 14The LORD is my strength and my might; she has become 

my salvation. 15There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: "The right hand of 

the LORD does valiantly; 16the right hand of the LORD is exalted; the right hand of the LORD 

does valiantly." 17I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the LORD. 18The LORD 



has punished me severely, but she did not give me over to death. 19Open to me the gates of 

righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD. 20This is the gate of 

the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it. 21I thank you that you have answered me and 

have become my salvation. 22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief 

cornerstone. 23This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 24This is the day that the 

LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. This psalm is a liturgy of thanksgiving by a 

person who has passed through a severe crisis, one who is coming to the temple in Jerusalem 

to offer thanksgiving to God. Nothing the people who sang this psalm has done has saved their 

life. It is the Lord who has saved them. They experienced the crisis (illness?) as a punishment, 

but now that it is over they are glad, rejoicing in the Lord’s salvation. As I reflect right now on 

this psalm, it seems like it’s a bit too early for us to celebrate healing. Shouldn’t this psalm 

come to us next month, or in September, or whenever this severe crisis that we are going 

through is over—at least for the time being? And yet, this is the psalm we have this week. I 

would guess that for the disciples in the week after Easter, it might seem to soon as well. They 

know that Jesus has risen because they have seen him, except for Thomas, that is. But what 

does it mean? Is he coming back to stay? Will things be the same as they were, with him leading 

them in various ways and continuing to teach them what they would need to know when he 

really dies? Those are in a way the same questions we might have. How will this pandemic 

change things in our state, our country, our world? Will everything be the same, except the kids 

will go back to school and everyone else will go back to work? We don’t know the answers to 

those questions. Just as the disciples (soon to become apostles—those sent with a mission) had 

to live into the resurrection life, we will need to live into life after the pandemic. Except that we 

know what perhaps the disciples didn’t know. The stone that the builders rejected has become 

the chief cornerstone—Christ is with them, and Christ is with us, who are also sent to proclaim 

the good news. We know that indeed “this is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and 

be glad in it”! We, the righteous (not by our own doing, but as a gift of God) can indeed enter 

the gates of righteousness. As you think about what we are going through, what do you wish 

you knew about how it will end? What fears do you have? How does the assurance that Jesus 

will be with us help you? Let us pray: God our Savior, by the resurrection of Jesus, and through 

our baptism, you have promised us life with you forever. Although we are afraid of what may 

come, be with us and let your Spirit fill us with hope and joy in your promises. AMEN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



Thursday, April 16                                                                                       by Jeff Langdon 

Scripture:  Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 2:8-15; Colossians 

4:2-5 

 
2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time pray for 
us as well that God will open to us a door for the word, that we may declare the mystery of 
Christ, for which I am in prison, 4 so that I may reveal it clearly, as I should.  5 Conduct 
yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time. 
 
Paul is giving some closing words in his letter to the Colossian faith community in these verses.  
Note the words that Paul uses here... “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with 
thanksgiving”.  Think about prayer.  What a blessing we have to able to go before the very 
throne of the Lord, and talk with God about whatever we feel like! So often we tend to treat 
prayer like a last resort when in fact it should be our first.   

We are living in a time where isolation, doubt, fear and confusion abound.  Yet, we are a 
Resurrection People.  We are isolated from each other, but we are held together in faith in a 
risen Christ.  If Christ is the foundation of our life together...then communication with Christ is 
the mortar holding the building of our life together. Prayer is the hardware that holds our joists 
together as we lift the frame of our lives up.  Prayer is more than just words we speak when we 
know nothing else to say. It is the direct discourse between ourselves and the architect of 
Life.  Without that communication with the Lord, we will soon find ourselves in trouble since 
the only way we can know peace, love and hope is thru Christ. 
 
But prayer is not just for asking for things, but for being thankful for things.  Prayer is for 
spending quality time with our Creator.  If the only time you were to talk to your friends was 
when you were asking for something, soon you would have no friends. God does so much for 
us that it is only right that we acknowledge God's work and God's love.  Without giving God 
thanks for things, without learning that spirit of thankfulness, we miss out on much of the 
amazing life around us that God blesses us with.  
 

Prayer is a more important aspect of our lives and our walk with God than we think.  The 
Resurrection brings us hope. The Resurrection brings us life.  Let's act that way... Let's Pray ! 

Questions to ponder:   How is your prayer life?  Who are you praying for?  What are you 

thankful for during this strange and difficult time?   Make a list of things you are thankful for.  

I find that simply writing things down, even on a scrap of paper helps me remember what to 

be thankful for.  And finally,  how are you being the Church, doing God's good work, during 

our time of separation?   

 

Prayer: Gracious Lord, we strive to be a community that reflects your love and compassion for 



all.  We thank you for the Resurrection,  We thank you for the gift of the Spirit that lives with us. 

Thank you for being our God.  Thank you for being with us as we walk thru these days of 

quarantine and isolation from each other.  Help us in our prayer lives to be a thankful people, 

remembering your love and faithfulness.  Sustain and keep us as your own.  Give us hope during 

these days, helping us to find ways to actually be your love in the world, doing your good work.    

Amen 
 

 

Friday, April 17                                                                                         by Nila Schneider 

Scripture: Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 5:9-6:3; 1 Corinthians 

15:1-11  
 

 Upon reading these passages of scripture, two thoughts came into my mind: (1) what do 

they say about the resurrection, and (2) how do they value a person?  The first question is the 

logical thought of the season.  The second question is the obvious thought based on the 

content of the scripture.  I have a hypothesis:  that the answer to the first question is in reality 

the answer to the second question.  Let’s see if I’m right. 

 Psalm 16 is a Messianic Psalm, meaning that it anticipates the life and ministry of Jesus 

Christ, the resurrection from the dead, and eternal life for one who trusts in Christ.  You see this 

in verse 9 (“my body also shall rest in hope”) and especially in verse 10 (“For you will not 

abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the pit”).  Scholars are quick to point out 

that it’s fulfilled in Matthew 28:7 and is referenced in Acts 2:27. 

 The Song of Solomon 5:9-6:3 gives us the Bride’s description of King Solomon and her 

love of him as metaphorically describing the relationship between God and Israel or the 

relationship between Christ and His church.  This is really the description of broadening love, 

encapsulated in the quote “I am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine.”  That’s our relationship 

to Christ—we, the church, are His bride and He chose to die for us.  He loved us that much. 

 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 reports the observed facts of the resurrection, a literal bodily 

resurrection by the supernatural power of God and witnessed by hundreds of people.  Without 

this proof, this hope for our own resurrection, there is no reason for the existence of 

Christianity.  This is our faith.  This is one of the most, if not the most, significant chapter(s) in 

the Bible for the meaning it gives to human life.  We are immortal, eternal beings who cannot 

die. 

 So, what does that say about the resurrection?  It predicts it (Psalm 16), it explains why 

Christ willingly went through with it (Song of Solomon 5:9-6:3), and convinces us it truly did 

happen.  So, that is the value of human life? 



 Psalm 16 is David describing the value of the Lord to him as love, devotion, refuge, “my 

portion and my cup” (sound like the Last Supper and Holy Communion?), counsel, “uphold my 

lot,” and “in your presence there is fulness of joy.”  The Song of Solomon in chapter five 

describes King Solomon by the valuables of the time: riches, gold, doves, water, milk, spices, 

fragrance, lilies, myrrh, jewels, ivory, sapphires, alabaster, and cedar.  Even the search for King 

Solomon (chapter six) takes you through the signs of wealth of the time: the gardens, the spice 

beds, and the flocks of animals among the lilies.  But this is the Old Testament and these 

examples are of Kings where you expect wealth, not of the common people who make up the 

majority of the population. 

 But fitting for the New Testament and in line with Christ’s teachings, 1 Corinthians 15:1-

11 takes a different approach, with Paul admitting he was the least worthy of the apostles yet 

the resurrected Christ appeared to him, his hard work for the faith was not his own doing but 

“the grace of God that is with me,” and that “but by the grace of God I am what I am.”  We’ve 

heard what we can get from valuing a person, how a person can be a ‘treasure’ worth a lot to 

be valued in a material sense, and how greatly the least among us can be highly valued.  So, is 

the answer to the first question (what they say about the resurrection) really also the answer to 

the second question (what is the value of a person)?  I think so.  The answer is: “But by the 

grace of God I am what I am”—an immortal, eternal being who cannot die because I believe in 

the resurrected Jesus Christ.  What is the value of a person?  The death of God’s only Son 

multiplied by every believer, that’s a person’s worth.  So much we can’t fathom it.   

What do you think? 
 

 
 

Let us pray:  Heavenly Father, as we commemorate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and look forward to the day of our own resurrection, help us to truly appreciate the value of 

every human life, if only by remembering that Jesus died for each of us as He did for me, and 

therefore, each person is valued as much as I am, more than I can even imagine.  In Jesus’ 

name.  Amen! 

 

Saturday, April 18                                                                                 by Rev. Keith Hohly 

Scripture :   Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 8:6-7; John 20:11-20 

John 20:11-20 

11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 
12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the 

head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to 

them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." 14When 

she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 

was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" 



Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 

where you have laid him, and I will take him away." 16Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and 

said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on 

to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I 

am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 18Mary Magdalene 

went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said 

these things to her. 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 

the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, "Peace be with you." 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  

 

In this account of the first Easter in John’s gospel, “seeing” is central.  But seeing is something 

of a complicated issue here.  Sometimes what is seen is not what was expected.  Mary looked 

into the tomb, probably expecting to see a shrouded body.  Instead she saw two angels.   

 

Most often, though, while seeing happens, something else has to happen before true 

recognition and understanding take place.  When Jesus stood before her, Mary saw him but 

mistook him for the gardener.  It was not until he spoke to her that she recognized him.  Then 

Jesus appeared before frightened disciples.  It was not until he spoke to them and showed them 

his wounds that they rejoiced in seeing the Lord. 

 

The point in all this for me is that unless we allow Jesus to help us see things, we don’t see 

them for what they truly are.  It harkens back to another story in John’s gospel, one we heard 

during the season of Lent – the story of the man born blind (chapter 9).  At the end of this story, 

Jesus says: “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and 

those who do see may become blind.”  What this says to me is that if we try to see on our own, 

that is, if we claim the ability to see as our own ability, we are really blind.  But if we allow Jesus 

to give us sight, then we really see. 

 

For me, the ability to see involves the use of another of our senses – the ability to listen.  When 

I want to see something through the eyes of another person, the first thing I need to do is to 

listen to them – really listen to them – in order to find out how they see things.  Likewise for 

me, when I want Jesus to show me how to see things, the first thing I need to do is to listen to 

him.  I need to put aside what I think to be true – put aside how I see things – and really listen 

to him in order that I might begin to understand how he sees things. 



 

Questions to consider: 

Think of a time in your life when Jesus helped you to see things differently.  What happened in 

those circumstances? 

What would you really like for Jesus to help you see today?  How can you begin to allow him to 

do this? 

 

Prayer for the day: 

Gracious and loving God, we pray that your Spirit would give us the ability to see things as you 

do.  We pray you would give this wisdom to all your people, especially those who provide 

leadership in our communities in these difficult times.  Help us trust in the way Jesus leads us.  

This we pray in His name.  Amen. 

 

 


