
Sunday, April 26, 2020 
Third Sunday of Easter 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                          ”Just a Closer Walk With Thee”                            arr. Mark Hayes 

Sharon Gray, pianist 
APOSTLES’ CREED – Jeff Langdon 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
WELCOMING SONG                “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”                                  ELW 384 

Debra Hohly, song leader 
 

 That Easter day with joy was bright; 
 the sun shone out with fairer light 
 when, to their longing eyes restored, 
 th'apostles saw their risen Lord! 
 

 O Jesus, king of gentleness, 
 with constant love our hearts possess; 
 to you our lips will ever raise 
 the tribute of our grateful praise. 
 

 O Christ, you are the Lord of all 
 in this our Easter festival, 
 for you will be our strength and shield 
 from ev'ry weapon death can wield. 
 



 All praise, O risen Lord, we give 
 to you, once dead, but now alive! 
 To God the Father equal praise, 
 and God the Spirit, now we raise! 
 
GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE      “Now the Feast and Celebration”                          ELW 167 

Phil & Nancy Lewis, song leaders 
Refrain 
 Now the feast and celebration, 
 all of creation sings for joy 
 to the God of life and love and freedom; 
 praise and glory forevermore! 

 

 Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 
 whose blood has freed and united us 
 to be one great people of God.  Refrain 
 

 Power and riches, wisdom and might, 
 all honor and glory to Christ forever.  Refrain 
 

 For God has come to dwell with us, 
 to make us people of God;  

   to make all things new.  Refrain 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P O God,  
C your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the 

eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen! 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                      “Morning Has Broken” 

Phil Lewis, harmonica 
 

FIRST READING – Karri Chladek, reading                                                                     Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration 
that God has made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ. 
 
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 36“Therefore let 
the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, 



this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
  37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far 
away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40And he testified with many other 
arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41So those 
who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were 
added. 
 

Reflection 
This text is a continuation of Peter’s sermon to the Jews gathered in Jerusalem on the day of 
Pentecost.  (verse 14a)  He has reached the climax of his sermon.  What is it?  (verse 36)  We’ve 
heard this sermon many times, not only from Peter, but from almost every preacher who has 
preached on Easter.  Who does Peter say Jesus is?  How did his hearers respond?  (verse 37)  
What does Peter tell them?  (verse 38)  Who is his message for?  (verse 39)  What does it mean 
to repent? If you’ve listened to those sermons, you know that it isn’t just “feel sorry for what you 
have done.”  It means to turn back to God, or to change your mind about where your life is 
going.  How did those who heard Peter respond to this message?  (verse 41)  When did you 
respond to the message in all those sermons you have heard?  Luther says that to live out our 
baptism means that “the old person in us with all sins and evil desires is to be drowned and die 
through daily sorry for sin and through repentance, and on the other hand that daily a new 
person is to come forth and rise up to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.” [I 
added the italics for emphasis.]  See the Small Catechism, The Sacrament of Holy Baptism in the 
hymnal, page 1165.  How does this help you in your Easter journey, especially in this time when 
we are worshipping together, alone? 
 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19– read together with David Bezona 
 

 1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 
  and listened to my supplication, 
 2for the LORD has given ear to me 
  whenever I called. 
 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 
  I came to grief and sorrow. 
 4Then I called upon the name of the LORD: 
  “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”  
 12How shall I repay the LORD 
  for all the good things God has done for me? 
 13I will lift the cup of salvation 
  and call on the name of the LORD. 
 14I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
  in the presence of all God’s people. 
 15Precious in your sight, O LORD, 
  is the death of your servants. 
 16O LORD, truly I am your servant; 



  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 
 17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
  and call upon the name of the LORD.  
 18I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
  in the presence of all God’s people, 
 19in the courts of the LORD‘s house, 
  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!  
 

Reflection 
This psalm is for those who have heard all those sermons, and who want to respond to the call 
of God.  What happens when we pray to the Lord?  (verses 1-2)  I don’t know about you, but I 
am aware right now of the possibility that the cords of death will entangle any one of us, and 
that we may come to grief and sorrow, especially in this time when it seems dangerous to go 
anywhere.  (verse 3)  What is the appropriate response in such a time?  (verse 4)  How do we 
respond to the grace of God?  (verses 12-14)  What does it mean to “lift the cup of salvation”?  
(verse 13)  We see this every time we share communion, when the pastor tells us that “this cup 
in the blood of Christ, shed for us.”  We lift the cup when we remember that Jesus died and shed 
his blood for us.  One of the things I appreciate about our worship in this time of not being 
together, is that we still can “lift the cup of salvation” by sharing communion together, each of 
us in our own homes or wherever we are.  What does verse 15 mean?  How can our deaths be 
“precious”?  Notes in the Lutheran Bible say an alternate translation is “Grievous in the sight of 
the Lord is the death of his faithful ones.”  That makes more sense to me…What do you think?  
What has God done for us, rather than condemn us to death for our sins?  (verse 16)  What is 
the “sacrifice of thanksgiving”?  It seems to me that this means the same as when we say it is 
our “duty and delight” as we prepare for communion.  It’s no sacrifice at all—it’s a joyful time.  
We are together, even when we are apart, which means we can make the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving in the presence of all God’s people right now!  (verses 18-19) 
 
SECOND READING – Misty Coyle, reading                                                                   1 Peter 1:17-23 
The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers 
in a strange land. Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong 
to God, so that our focus, faith, and hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold. 
 
17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live 
in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18You know that you were ransomed from the futile 
ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20He was destined before 
the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him 
you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your 
faith and hope are set on God. 
  22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have 
genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23You have been born anew, not of 
perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 
 
 
 
 
 



Reflection 
This text is another one that reminds us of our baptism.  What does it mean to live “in reverent 
fear”?  Does it mean to be afraid?  Or does it mean that, just as I experience those who love me 
as a gift I do not deserve, but they give it to me anyway?  I think it is an appropriate text as we 
live “in exile” from one another, as we shelter at home.  (verse 17)  What have we been 
ransomed from by the precious blood of Christ?  (verses 18-19)  As I think about my ancestors, I 
do not think of them as people lost in their individual sins, but I know I learned some things 
from them that implied that how I live my life affects my standing with God and with other 
Christians.  Which, of course, is true—and not true.  They taught me what I need to learn daily, 
that my faith and hope are set on God, and not anything I can do.  (verses 20-21)  How is it 
possible to live by loving one another deeply from the heart?  (verse 22)  The answer is in verse 
23, that we have been born anew through the word of God!  How do you experience that in this 
time? 
 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                                         Luke 24:13-35 
The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the 
question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures 
and in the breaking of bread. 
 
13Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] were 
going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each 
other about all these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus 
himself came near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And 
he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood 
still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the 
only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these 
days?” 19He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief 
priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had 
hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since 
these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the 
tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us 
that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who 
were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see 
him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things 
and then enter into his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted 
to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 
  28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were 
going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and 
the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with 
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not 
our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the 
eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, 



and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had 
been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 

Reflection 
This text is a story that illustrates why we talk about our life of faith as walking with 
Jesus.  This is about a disciple named Cleopas and his friend/companion.  (verse 18)  
Where were they going?  (verse 13)  As they walked, they talked about “all these things 
that had happened.” (verse 14)  What were these things?  Who joined them?  (verse 15)  
For some reason, they didn’t recognize him.  The text says that “their eyes were kept 
from recognizing him.” (verse 16)  Have you ever not recognized someone that you 
knew, but didn’t expect to see?  What did Jesus  ask them?  (verse 17)  What did 
Cleopas tell him?  (verses 18-20)  He continued by telling Jesus (the stranger) what it all 
meant to him.  (verse 21)  What had they heard?  (verse 22-24)  What did Jesus say to 
them?  (verse 25-27)  As they got to Emmaus, what did Cleopas and his companion 
do?  (verses 28-29)  As hospitable people, they invited him to stay for supper.  What did 
Jesus do then?  (verse 30)  Even though Jesus then vanished, (verse 31)  this isn’t a 
ghost story!  How do we know?  (verse 32)  What did they do then?  (verses 33-35)  
When does Jesus become known to us “in the breaking of the bread”?  I must confess 
that sometimes my sinful self is the one that is at communion, and nothing much 
happens to me.  Except that always, something happens, whether I feel it or not—I’m 
known by Jesus, which allows me to know Jesus in you all.  What do you think? 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                            Kris Langdon 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                              Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
SONG OF THE DAY.                               “Open Our Eyes, Lord”                                             

Jim Pierce, song leader 
 

Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 
To reach out and touch Him 
And say that we love Him 
Open our ears Lord 
And help us to listen 
Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – led by Bruce & Debbie Taylor 
 

We remember in our prayers 
The family and friends of Mary Lee Farris, the family and friends of James Eugen Crockett, 

Dorothy Masteller,  Phil Lewis, Levi Krumme, Lin Starks, David Bezona, Dee Rasmussen, and 
Trina Spoonemore. 

 
 



  

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

 

  (A brief silence) 

For those whose hearts are fervent with love for your gospel, that they are empowered to tell 
the story of your love in their lives and to show hospitality in response to this love. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

For the diverse natural world: for jungles, prairies, forests, valleys, mountains, and for all the 
wild and endangered animals who call these spaces home, that they are nurtured and 
protected. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

For broken systems we have inherited and that we continue to perpetuate, forgive us. Restrain 
the nations from fighting over limited resources. Redeem us from the cycles of scarcity and 
violence. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Open the hearts we close as you care for our needs even before we ask.  In the midst of a 
global crisis, we look to you for strength, hope and help in fighting the coronavirus pandemic.  
We pray for those stricken with this disease and those who are treating them, for those 
mourning the loss life and those facing death, for those urgently work to find effective 
treatments for cure.  We lift up to you those in our faith community needing your care: 
Dorothy, Mary Lee, Phil, Levi Lin, David, Dee, Trina, and those we name aloud or silently in our 
hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

For the faith forming ministries of this church. For those preparing for baptism, first 
communion, confirmation, and membership. For those who participate in Sunday school and 
adult education; guide and inspire learners of every age and ability. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Create in our hearts a yearning to rest in your promise of eternal and resurrected life. Give us 
thankful hearts for those who have died, even as we look forward to the hope of new life with 
you. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are raised with him to new life. 



Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image 
and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 
When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
We praise you for your salvation through water, 
for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 
 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 
the promise to Israel, 
the rescue from Egypt, 
the gift of the promised land, 



the words of the prophets; 
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

P Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 
we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory 
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P Join our prayers with those of your servants 
of every time and every place, 
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
 

 



LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                               
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Come to the banquet!  Behold the risen Christ! 
 

COMMUNION 
 
BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Living God, 
C you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of Christ broken 

for us.  Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into the 
wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG                                          “You Are Mine”                                                         ELW 581 
Sharmyn Thompson, song leader 

 

 "I will come to you in the silence, 
 I will lift you from all your fear. 
 You will hear my voice, 
 I claim you as my choice. 
 Be still and know I am here." 
 
 "I am hope for all who are hopeless, 
 I am eyes for all who long to see. 
 In the shadows of the night, 
 I will be your light. 
 Come and rest in me." 
 
Refrain 
 "Do not be afraid, I am with you. 
 I have called you each by name. 
 Come and follow me, 
 I will bring you home; 
 I love you and you are mine." 
 
 "I am strength for all the despairing, 
 healing for the ones who dwell in shame. 
 All the blind will see, 
 the lame will all run free, 
 and all will know my name."  Refrain 
 
 "I am the Word that leads all to freedom, 
 I am the peace the world cannot give. 
 I will call your name, 
 embracing all your pain. 
 Stand up, now walk and live!"  Refrain 
 
DISMISSAL – Jeff Langdon 
P Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 

 
POSTLUDE                                         “All Glory Be to God On High”                            Friedrich Zachau 

Sharon Gray, pianist 
 


