
Sunday, April 19, 2020 
Second Sunday of Easter 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                            ”Surely the Presence of the Lord Is in This Place”                  Mark Hayes 

Sharon Gray, pianist 
APOSTLES’ CREED – Jeff Langdon 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen! 

 
WELCOMING SONG                      “Lord I Lift Your Name On High”                                        ELW 857 

Sharmyn Thompson, song leader 
 

Lord I lift Your name on high 
Lord I love to sing Your praises 
I'm so glad You're in my life 
I'm so glad You came to save us 
 

You came from heaven to earth 
To show the way 
From the earth to the cross 
My debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave 
From the grave to the sky 
Lord I lift Your name on high 

 
 
 



 
GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE      “Now the Feast and Celebration”                          ELW 167 

Phil & Nancy Lewis, song leaders 
Refrain 
 Now the feast and celebration, 
 all of creation sings for joy 
 to the God of life and love and freedom; 
 praise and glory forevermore! 

 

 Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 
 whose blood has freed and united us 
 to be one great people of God.  Refrain 
 

 Power and riches, wisdom and might, 
 all honor and glory to Christ forever.  Refrain 
 

 For God has come to dwell with us, 
 to make us people of God;  

   to make all things new.  Refrain 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Almighty and eternal God,  
C the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have 
not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen! 
 

FIRST READING – Brenda Bass, reading                                                                       Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the 
gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to God’s 
plan, was raised from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11, 
to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is now enthroned. 
 
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 22“You that are 
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 
deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves 
know—23this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, 
you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised him up, having 
freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25For David says 
concerning him,  
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 



  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover my flesh will live in hope. 
 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28You have made known to me the ways of life; 
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
  29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and 
was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing 
this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,  
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
 

Reflection 
This text is part of Peter’s sermon to the people gathered in Jerusalem for the Jewish festival of 
Pentecost, which comes 50 days after the Passover. Who, particularly, is he preaching to? 
(verses 22-23) What does he say about who Jesus is? (verse 22) What does he say they did to 
Jesus? (verse 23) Remember that they Jewish leaders had to get Pilate to sentence Jesus to 
death by Roman law and by the Roman army, which is why Peter says that they crucified Jesus 
“and killed by the hands of those outside the law.” What is his proclamation about Jesus? (verse 
24) What Scripture does he use to prove his proclamation? (verses 25-28, 31; compare Psalm 
16:8-11) How does Peter connect Jesus to David? (verses 29-30) What does he say about himself 
and the other apostles in verse 31? If you were going to tell someone the good news about Jesus 
Christ, what would you say? What have you heard about Jesus from other Christians? 
 
PSALM 16 – read together with Bruce Taylor 
 

 1Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
 3But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 4I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips.  
 5O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 6My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 7I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 8I have set the LORD always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.  
 9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 



 10For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 11You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  
 

Reflection 
If the psalms are indeed Jesus’ prayer book, what does this psalm say about who Jesus is and 
his relationship to God, the Lord? What does it say about who we are when we read, sing, and 
speak this psalm? What does it say to us in our current situation, when we cannot even meet 
together as we normally do? Which verses of this psalm speak most to you? I think for me it’s 
verses 8-10. They speak to me of hope, even in times like this when we don’t have any idea 
what’s coming next. 
 
SECOND READING – Ann Newman, reading                                                                       1 Peter 1:3-9 
This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering because of 
their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have through Christ’s 
resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings. 
 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being 
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the 
genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the 
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 

Reflection 
According to the introduction in the Lutheran Bible to 1 Peter, many scholars believe that it 
was written in Peter’s name (a common practice at the time) after his death to congregations 
of Christians who needed support for their faith as the church grew, and as they struggled to 
carry out their mission. What does the author of this letter want to remind the readers (that’s 
us!) about Jesus’ death and resurrection? (verse 3) What does Jesus’ resurrection mean for 
us? (verses 4-5) Why is this message a cause for rejoicing?  (verses 6-7)  What is their response 
to Jesus, even though they have not seen him, as Peter (in whose name this letter is written) 
had seen him? (verse 8) What does faith in Christ bring to them and to us?  (verse 9) As we 
consider the sorts of trials we are going through—separation from one another, fear of illness 
and death—how can we rejoice with “an indescribable and glorious joy”? Or can we?  How is 
your faith helping you through this time? 
 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                                         John 20:19-31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from 
the Lord. 
 



19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.” 
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to 
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have come to believe.” 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

Reflection 
Where were the disciples? (verse 19) Why were they there? I know I am in a closed space— our 
house—partly because I am afraid for myself and for others. What happened to them in that 
closed room? What was Jesus’ message to them? How does he prove to them that the person 
standing before them is he? (verse 20) What internal evidence do they have when they see 
Jesus, that it is he? What does he say to them? (verse 22) How did they “get” the Holy Spirit? 
(verse 22)  We could call the Holy Spirit the breath of Jesus.  When we experience Jesus’ breath 
in any way, we are receiving the Holy Spirit. What is the mission that they receive when they 
receive the Spirit? (verse 23) Who was not with them? (verse 24) How did he react when he 
heard the witness of the others who were there? (verse 25) We often call Thomas “doubting.” 
Do you know anyone like him—someone who wants to see evidence? When does Thomas get 
the “evidence” he needs to believe? (verses 26-27)  There is no evidence in the text that Thomas 
actually had to put his finger in Jesus’ hand or his hand in Jesus’ side. What “evidence” does he 
need to believe? (verse 28)  What is Thomas’s confession?  Where are we in this text? (see verse 
29) Why do we have this Gospel? (verses 30-31)  I think it is often hard to believe in Jesus, that 
he is the Son of God, and that his death and resurrection are FOR US.  We need others (just as 
Thomas did).  It’s very hard when we cannot gather together.  How do we continue to have faith 
when we live in troubling times like these times?  What keeps you going through this time? 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                            Kris Langdon 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                              Rev. Keith Hohly 
 
 



 
 
 
SONG OF THE DAY.                                        “I Will Sing”                                             

Jim Pierce, song leader 
 

 I will sing, I will sing a song unto the Lord 
I will sing, I will sing a song unto the Lord 
I will sing, I will sing a song unto the Lord 
Alleluia, Glory to the Lord.  

 

Chorus 
 Alleluia, Alleluia, glory to the Lord, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, glory to the Lord, 
Alleluia, Alleluia, glory to the Lord, 
Alleluia, glory to the Lord.  

 

  We will come, we will come as one before the Lord. 
We will come, we will come as one before the Lord. 
We will come, we will come as one before the Lord. 
Alleluia, Glory to the Lord.     Chorus  

 

 In His name, in His name we have the victory 
In His name, in His name we have the victory 
In His name, in His name we have the victory 
Alleluia, glory to the Lord.     Chorus  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – led by Howard & Janice Harmsen 
 

 Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

  (A brief silence) 

 Open the doors we close, O God, when we fear those who worship you in different ways. 
Guide us to unity and harmony so that we may come to respect and cherish our 
commonalities. Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 Open the paths we ignore, O God, when we prioritize financial gain and convenience over 
listening to the groaning of the earth. Inspire all to care for the world you have made so that 
living things might thrive. Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 Open the rooms we lock, O God, to those who live without a homeland or place of safety. We 
pray that generous nations offer refuge and peace for all. Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 



 Open the hearts we close, O God, to the cries of those in pain. We pray for those isolated 
physically or emotionally through incarceration, addiction, mental illness, chronic suffering, 
grief, and all in need especially Irene, Lin, David, Dee, Trina, Sue, Phil, Levi and Dorothy, as well 
as those we name aloud or silently in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 Open the ways of love, O God, in the pursuit of peace throughout the world, and bless the 
efforts of missionaries, healthcare professionals, activists for women and children, and relief 
workers, especially those who find themselves in harm’s way. We especially look to you for 
strength, hope and help in fighting the coronavirus pandemic.  We pray for those stricken with 
this disease and those who are treating them, those mourning the loss of life and those facing 
death, for those urgently working to find effective treatments for cure.  Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 Open the way to eternal life, O God, as we remember those who have died in faith.  Free us 
from the fear of death, that we embrace the peace you have promised. Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen! 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image 
and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 
When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
We praise you for your salvation through water, 
for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 
the promise to Israel, 
the rescue from Egypt, 
the gift of the promised land, 
the words of the prophets; 
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 



P Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 
we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory 
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P Join our prayers with those of your servants 
of every time and every place, 
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 

LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                               

 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Come to the banquet!  Behold the risen Christ! 
 

COMMUNION 
 



BLESSING 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

C Amen! 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Living God, 
C you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of Christ broken 

for us.  Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into the 
wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 

SENDING SONG                                        “Thine is the Glory”                                                    ELW 376 
Sharmyn Thompson, song leader 

 

 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 
 Angels in bright raiment 
 rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded grave-clothes 
 where thy body lay. 

Refrain 
 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 

 Lo, Jesus meets thee, 
 risen from the tomb! 
 Lovingly he greets thee, 
 scatters fear and gloom; 
 let his church with gladness 
 hymns of triumph sing, 
 for the Lord now liveth; 



 death hath lost its sting!  Refrain 

 No more we doubt thee, 
 glorious Prince of life; 
 life is naught without thee; 
 aid us in our strife; 
 make us more than conqu'rors, 
 through thy deathless love; 
 bring us safe through Jordan 
 to thy home above.  Refrain 
 
DISMISSAL – Jeff Langdon 
P Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 

 
POSTLUDE                                 “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”                    Robert Hobby 

Sharon Gray, pianist 
 


