
Lenten Devotions for Week Five 

 

Monday, March 23           “The Action of the Day – Correct”                by Misty Coyle 

Scripture: Psalm 146; Isaiah 59:9-19; Acts 9:1-20 (The 

Message) 

Per the Oxford dictionary, here are the definitions of correct as a verb: 

• put right (an error or fault) 

• mark the errors in (a written or printed text) 

• tell (someone) that they are mistaken 

• counteract or rectify 

• adjust (an instrument) to function accurately or accord with a standard 
 

The Oxford dictionary also has a graph showing the word ‘correct’ increasing in usage from the 

1800’s to now.  I wonder why; but, that is another conversation.  The action of the day is 

correct.  We have no problem calling someone to correct a wrong bill; make a food order 

correct after a server brought the wrong item; or correct children for misbehavior.  Why is it so 

hard to correct someone who has misspoken about God to others?  I have seen on social media 

the religious arguments over certain bible passages and what they mean for lives today.  Some 

of the conversations are just down right mean.  No wonder non-believers look over and think 

Christians are crazy or too intense.  Even I have used the phrase “bible-thumping” to describe 

someone who preaches in a way I don’t understand. 

 

In all of the readings today, correct is an action and not a topic of debate.  In the Psalm reading: 

He always does what he says— 

    he defends the wronged, 

    he feeds the hungry. 

God frees prisoners— 

    he gives sight to the blind, 

    he lifts up the fallen. 

God loves good people, protects strangers, 

    takes the side of orphans and widows, 

    but makes short work of the wicked. 

 



In the last line, God “makes short work of the wicked”.  It brings me back to the last point in the 

Oxford definition: “adjust (an instrument) to function accurately or accord with a standard.”  

God gave us the standard to correct the wrongs by feeding the hungry, lift up the fallen, take 

the side of the widows and orphans.  Let’s say we spend 15 minutes arguing on Facebook about 

a religious meme.  What if we took those 15 minutes and send 15 messages about God’s love 

and grace instead?  If you are God’s instrument, how is he adjusting you to serve others? 

 

God of justice,  adjust our hearts and minds to function in accordance with your standard.  Make 

us blind like Paul so we can see.  Take on the evil and let all receive your salvation.  Let our 

hands do your work, our feet walk in your ways, and our voices speak of your love and grace.  

Amen! 

 

Tuesday, March 24                                                                                          by Jim Pierce 

Scripture: Colossians 1: 9-14  

9For this reason [from verse 4: “for we have heard of your faith in Jesus Christ and of the love 

you have for all the saints], since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and 

asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God's will in all spiritual wisdom and 

understanding, 10so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you 

bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 11May you be made 

strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to 

endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has 

enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has rescued us from the 

power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 

What catches my eye in this text today is the admonition, “may you be made strong with all the 

strength that comes from [God’s] glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure 

everything with patience while joyfully giving thanks to the Father.”   These is encouragement 

we need in these days of pandemic crisis and a glut of truths and untruths about how we 

should prepare, what we should and shouldn’t do, who we should trust . . .  The barrage of 

news is enough to drive us crazy.  We are glued to our TVs, our electronic devices, afraid we 

might miss the latest update to what we should worry about.  There just aren’t enough desert 

islands for us each to have one, and if there were, no one delivers food to them all! 

 



This letter to the Colossians wasn’t written to address the time we are living through right now, 

but it does lift up what we need to remember to be grounded.  Our health, our strength, all of 

the social systems we depend on may fail us.  Our God does not.  This doesn’t mean God is 

going to personally put a bubble around each of us to protect us when we go out.  It doesn’t 

mean none of us will get sick, perhaps very sick.  Maybe some among us will die.   

 

But these words to the Colossians do tell us this: “We share in the inheritance of the saints in 

light.”  We are rescued from these present powers of darkness.  We live secure in the promise 

that nothing in this present time can separate us from God’s grace and God’s promise that 

sickness and death do not have the final word.  Remember what Jesus said to Martha after her 

brother Lazarus died?  “I am the resurrection and the life.  Those who believe in me, even 

though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” (John 

11:25).  After saying this, Jesus asks, “Do you believe this?”  Martha responds, “Yes, Lord, I 

believe that you are the Messiah.” 

 

The story is told that Martin Luther was asked once what he would do if he knew the world 

would end tomorrow?  His response, “I would plant a tree.”  I didn’t do that today, but I did 

scrub the kitchen sink, even removing the rubber guard around the garbage disposal and 

cleaning it!  What can you do today, to live your response, “I believe”?  How can you live today 

in faith that God holds your present and your future?  Live your answer today, and then live it 

again tomorrow. 

 

God, who holds our present and future safely in your loving arms, protect us today from doubt, 

fear and despair.  Help us to live our “I believe” today.  Amen. 

 

Wednesday, March 25                                                                                   by Juel Pierce 

Scripture:  March 25, 2020 Matthew 9:27-34   

27As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, crying loudly, "Have mercy on us, 

Son of David!" 28When he entered the house, the blind men came to him; and Jesus said to 

them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" They said to him, "Yes, Lord." 29Then he 

touched their eyes and said, "According to your faith let it be done to you." 30And their eyes 

were opened. Then Jesus sternly ordered them, "See that no one knows of this." 31But they 

went away and spread the news about him throughout that district. 32After they had gone 

away, a demoniac who was mute was brought to him. 33And when the demon had been cast 

out, the one who had been mute spoke; and the crowds were amazed and said, "Never has 



anything like this been seen in Israel." 34But the Pharisees said, "By the ruler of the demons he 

casts out the demons." The lectionary readings (both daily and Sundays) in Lent could be 

entitled, “Jesus gets into trouble.” This reading has two healing stories in it: Jesus heals two 

blind men, and Jesus heals a man with a demon that made him unable to speak. The first 

healing story raises the question for me of whether Jesus’ healing power depends on the faith 

of the people he heals. “Do you believe I am able to do this?” he asks them. They answer, “Yes, 

Lord.” Then he says, “according to your faith let it be done to you.” What if they had just hoped 

a little bit that what they had heard about Jesus was true. Would they have only been able to 

see a little bit? Maybe they were near-sighted when they could see again. They might have said, 

“Oh, now I believe! Can I have a do-over?” And why did Jesus not want them to tell anyone 

about it? Do you suppose it was so he wouldn’t be bothered by people asking, asking, asking for 

things like healings? No, I don’t think so. Jesus seems to love those who come to him for 

healing, and we never hear him say in the gospels, “Don’t bother me, I’m busy.” We see in the 

next story perhaps why he didn’t want the blind men telling about what he had done. This story 

is about a man with a demon that makes him unable to talk. He casts out the demon, and the 

man speaks. The crowds marveled. But the Pharisees, who apparently did not feel in need of 

healing at all, accused him of working for the demons. They did NOT believe. These questions 

about Jesus healing are really on my mind (and yours, too, I’d guess) these days. Our lives have 

been disrupted, turned upside down. We who wish at times we could just sleep in on Sunday 

mornings discover that it’s not as good as we thought it would be. We miss being able to be 

together. We miss worship. We miss the things we are used to doing. We are praying for 

healing, not just for ourselves (because that wouldn’t really work, would it?); not just for our 

congregation; not just for our country; but for the entire world. We don’t know what it will be 

like when healing comes, if it comes, whenever it comes. We don’t know what will be changed. 

Will we believe more? Will we be disappointed at how little things have changed, or by how 

much they have changed? Will we still believe that Jesus answers our prayers? Will it take a 

demon to take away this demonic virus? Or will the one whom God sent to heal the world heal 

us in ways that we haven’t been able to predict? 

 Let us pray:  Jesus, have mercy on us! We need your healing. Help us to trust in your, and to 

believe in you. We know that you love us. Help us to love you, and to love all who need healing. 

AMEN.   

 

Thursday, March 26                                                                                    by Jeff Langdon 

Scripture: Ezekiel 1:1-3, 2:8-3:3 

 
Chapter 1-  1 In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, as I was 
among the exiles by the river Chebar, the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. 2 On 



the fifth day of the month (it was the fifth year of the exile of King Jehoiachin), 3 the word of the 
LORD came to the priest Ezekiel son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and 
the hand of the LORD was on him there. 
Chapter – 2 8 But you, mortal, hear what I say to you; do not be rebellious like that rebellious 
house; open your mouth and eat what I give you. 9 I looked, and a hand was stretched out to 
me, and a written scroll was in it. 10 He spread it before me; it had writing on the front and on 
the back, and written on it were words of lamentation and mourning and woe. 
Chapter 3-  He said to me, O mortal, eat what is offered to you; eat this scroll, and go, speak to 
the house of Israel. 2 So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. 3 He said to me, 
Mortal, eat this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it. Then I ate it; and in my mouth 
it was as sweet as honey. 

My mother used to say “You are what you eat” when she was trying to get me to eat some sort 
of healthy food.  I am older and wiser now, and I guess that she was actually pretty smart.  
Much of the food we eat becomes part of our body.  Things like fruits and vegetables, milk and 
cheese have carbohydrates which gives us energy to move and think, work and play.  Meat and 
seafood, eggs and dairy have a lot protein, which makes up our brain, muscles and other parts 
of our body,  Whole milk, nuts and things like avocados are foods that have a lot of fat and we 
need fat to cushion our organs, store energy and help absorb vitamins, 

There are lots of good foods to eat to help keep our bodies healthy, but one thing that would be 
very unusual to eat would be a scroll.  Scrolls were used to hold written words in ancient times.  
Writings were done on animal skins or on papyrus, on long sheets that were rolled around two 
sticks.  God told Ezekiel to eat the scroll given to him, and Ezekiel did just that.  This scroll had 
the Word of God written on it, and when Ezekiel tasted it, it was as sweet as honey,  God 
wanted the Word to become part of Ezekiel...so that he would know the Word and remember 
the words used and would be able to actually use God's Word. 

God also gives us the Word, in the writings of the Bible.  An while we don't eat our Bible, we do 
read it, learn from it, memorize parts of it, and we try to make it part of who we are.  God sends 
the Holy Spirit to help us understand God's Word, and uses it as part of our faith building... 
building a faith in Jesus, crucified and risen. 

Additionally, while we don't eat our Bibles, God's Word is used in a special way...The Word is in 
and with the Eucharist.  In receiving communion, Jesus gives us his Body and Blood with and in 
the bread and wine.  In the Eucharist, Jesus gives us himself and Jesus becomes part of who 
we are.  In this way, I guess my mom was right...we truly are what we eat...Children of God, 
created for good works in Christ.  Fed, nourished and sent to be Christ in the world.   

Questions to ponder: As I write this we are physically separated from each other, in worship 

and sharing of the feast of the Lord.  How are you being spiritually fed during this time?  How 

can you spiritually feed others? 

 

Prayer:  Gracious Lord, we strive to be a community that reflects your love and compassion for 

all. Feed us Lord, and help us feed others.  Guide us during this time of quarantine and 

separation, and help us to find ways to actually be your love in the world.    Amen 



Friday, March 27                                                                                      by Nila Schneider 

Scripture: Psalm 130; Ezekiel 35:10-16; Revelation 11:15-19  

   
[On reading the passage from Revelation, don’t get distracted by speculating on the twenty-
four elders (the leaders of the Twelve Tribes of Israel plus the Disciples?) or on the fact the Ark 
of the Covenant will appear again (it’s being in heaven is the reason why we can’t find it here 
on earth?)]  
  
The call to repent, whether Psalm 130 (another song of ascent) that begs for mercy and praises 
God for his forgiveness, redemption, unfailing love and hope, or Ezekiel’s duty as a watchman 
who calls people to repent to avoid the punishment of death, or Revelation 11 with the Final 
Judgment that rewards God’s servants, prophets, saints, and those who reverence his name 
while punishing evil doers and destroying those who destroy the earth, remind us of the deadly 
seriousness of sin.  Punishment may be delayed, long delayed, but it surely will 
come.  Why?  Because people deny their sin, refuse to repent, and can not believe there is 
forgiveness.  Psalm 130 was sung or chanted as people made the long trek up the hill to 
Jerusalem.  It gave them time to contemplate their sins, to reassure themselves there was 
forgiveness to be had, and prepare themselves to be humbled and offer the appropriate 
sacrifice to atone for their sins.  Ezekiel’s duty was to point out the errors of their ways to the 
people of Israel and to remind them repentance and sincere turning away from their evil ways 
will guarantee them eternal life at the Final Judgment.  Revelations describes the Final 
Judgment to scare us into submission.  Three approaches to the same issue in hopes at least 
one of them reaches us, convinces us to repent of our sins—contrate on rewards, scold us, or 
scare us.  Which one works for you?  Sometimes it may take more than one, even all three.  But 
the important thing is that something gets to us and we repent.  
  
Think of the Order of Worship and how it leads us to repentance even without Confession and 
Forgiveness written into the Order.  Think of the First Reading being Ezekiel 35:10-16, followed 
by Psalm 130, then Revelation 11:15-19 as the Second Reading with the Gospel being the need 
for repentance in Jesus’ own words, followed by a sermon that’s a call to repentance because 
we have all sinned as told to us by someone we know and trust (the pastor, usually).  With the 
preparation for communion, we have time to examine ourselves, admit our guilt and the need 
for forgiveness, then come to the altar to receive the sacraments, the instruments of 
forgiveness.  We arise as a new creation, forgiven, restored to God, and strengthened for His 
service.  So, how important is repentance?  Extremely.  God pulls out all the stops to save 
us.  He uses every approach to reach us.  He gives us every chance to see our errors and 
confess.  He doesn’t want to lose a single one of us.  How wonderful is that?  How important to 
him are we?  Important enough His own son suffered, was crucified, and died for us, in our 
places, that’s how important.  
  
Let us pray:  Heavenly Father, please use whatever it takes as many times as necessary to reach 
me and turn me from my sinful ways because I honestly do want to repent and be restored to 



you.  Break down every barrier and obstacle to repentance I create and speak your warning 
clearly to me each time I’m about to sin.  Open my eyes, my ears, and my heart so I always 
receive and understand your word and strengthen my willingness to obey.  I ask these things, in 
faith believing, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, my savior.  Amen and amen! So be it!  
 

Saturday, March 28                                                                             by Rev. Keith Hohly 

Scripture :  Luke 24:44-45 

Then (Jesus) said to (the eleven and their companions), "These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you — that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, 

and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures …. 

 

On several occasions after the resurrection, Jesus appeared to his followers and one of the 

things that happened is that he “opened their minds to understand the scriptures.”    I have 

often wondered as to what, exactly, their minds were opened when Jesus did this, but it does 

seem obvious that he became something of an interpretive principle for them.  Jesus became 

the lens through which his followers understood the rest of God’s word. 

 

Ever since the time of the Reformation, we Lutherans have used the understanding of 

“justification by grace through faith” as our interpretive lens for the rest of scripture.  We 

understand all of scripture in terms of how it reflects a gracious, loving God.  As an interpretive 

principle, grace opens our minds to understand the scriptures. 

 

How might Jesus be an interpretive principle as well?  How does he open our minds to 

understand scripture?  I am not so sure it is any different than how grace does, because to my 

way of thinking, Jesus is the embodiment of grace.  What Jesus does is what grace does.  The 

way Jesus treats other people is the way to graciously treat other people.  

 

To have Jesus open our minds to scripture (and to all things, for that matter) is to see things the 

way Jesus sees them.  In Paul’s words, it is to have “the mind of Christ,” (2 Corinthians 2:6-16)  

It is to let the Spirit guide our thinking and to be taught by God’s wisdom (the wisdom of grace) 

instead of human wisdom. 

 

 



Questions to consider: 

How does seeing things through Jesus’ eyes make a difference for us? 

Where do I find it the hardest to let the wisdom of the Spirit guide my living? 

 

Prayer for the day: 

Gracious and loving God, we pray that your Spirit would always be with us and active in our lives 

to show us the way your grace leads us to live.  Help us to be open to the Spirit’s teaching and 

give us the will and strength to follow where we are being led.  This we pray in Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 

 


