
Lenten Devotions for Week Six 

 

Monday, March 30        “The Action of the Day – Believe”                        by Misty Coyle 

Scriptures:  Psalm 143; 1 Kings 17:17-24; Acts 20:7-12 (The 

Message) 

In David’s prayer, he was pretty darn bold.  The boldness continued on in the 1 Kings reading 

with Elijah and the Acts reading with Paul.  All three were so bold in their prayers and actions, 

you have to think they believed.  Missouri is the “Show Me” state and many of us use the 

phrase to describe the feeling of “I’ll believe it when I see it.”  David, Paul, and Elijah believed so 

fully, their actions lead to miracles and good works for others.  So, that is our action of the 

day…believe. 

 

We don’t have to see it to believe what is in the bible is true.  Many of us have told or read 

stories of what we believe is a miracle from God.  When others hear of our beliefs, they want to 

see God.  How can we show God to others?  We share the word of God, we can keep telling of 

the miracles we see, we can believe so fully our actions can be someone else’s good fortune.  

God knows of our weakness of wanting to see to believe.  He knows we say we believe, but our 

actions say otherwise.  But he doesn’t give up!  Not in the Old Testament or the New.  My mom 

did a bible study about God sightings.  She really does not like the Old Testament; but, when 

she read the Old Testament this time, with the mind set of looking for the God sightings, her 

eyes were opened to a glorious story of love from the beginning of time.  One summer, during a 

vacation bible school we held here at church, the kids were tasked to come to dinner each night 

and write on a paper brick their God sighting of the day.  It was amazing how they saw God in 

everyday living!  Believe.  Believe so fully you are a God sighting for anyone to see!  What was 

your God sighting today? 

 

Let us pray:  O Lord,  let our hearts be open every day to see you in your glorious ways.  Let us 

be so bold in our belief that we become God sightings for others so they too can believe.   Please 

stay with us so our boldness never becomes lifeless.  Let our hands do your work, our feet walk 

in your ways, and our voices speak of your love and grace.  Amen! 

 

 

 



 

Tuesday, March 31                                                                                          by Jim Pierce 

Scripture: Psalm 143 

 1Hear my prayer, O LORD; 

 give ear to my supplications in your faithfulness; 

 answer me in your righteousness. 

 2Do not enter into judgment with your servant, 

 for no one living is righteous before you. 

 3For the enemy has pursued me, 

 crushing my life to the ground, 

 making me sit in darkness like those long dead. 

 4Therefore my spirit faints within me; 

 my heart within me is appalled. 

 5I remember the days of old, 

 I think about all your deeds, 

 I meditate on the works of your hands. 

 6I stretch out my hands to you; 

 my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. 

Selah 

 7Answer me quickly, O LORD; 

 my spirit fails. 

 Do not hide your face from me, 

 or I shall be like those who go down to the Pit. 

 8Let me hear of your steadfast love in the morning, 

 for in you I put my trust. 

 Teach me the way I should go, 

 for to you I lift up my soul. 

 9Save me, O LORD, from my enemies; 

 I have fled to you for refuge. 

 10Teach me to do your will, 

 for you are my God. 

 Let your good spirit lead me 

 on a level path. 

 11For your name's sake, O LORD, preserve my life. 

 In your righteousness bring me out of trouble. 

 12In your steadfast love cut off my enemies, 

 and destroy all my adversaries, 

 for I am your servant. 



 

As I write these words, our city is nearly shut down, with shelter in place the order of the day.  

Even if the Mayor and City Council had not issued this order, Juel and I would be sheltering in 

our home by order of our daughters.  They placed us in quarantine for our safety when we 

talked by FaceTime on Sunday.  Sarah said, “Don’t even go to the grocery store. I’ll shop for 

you.”  When will we have their permission to rejoin society, when will we all have permission?  

We don’t know. 

 

It is because of this time, this uncertainty, this fear that grips all sensible people, that I was 

drawn to the Psalm appointed for today, a prayer for deliverance from enemies who crush our 

lives to the ground, make us sit in darkness, cause our spirits to faint within us (v. 3-4). 

 

With the Psalmist we cry, “Answer us quickly, O Lord, do not hide your face from us, let us hear 

of your steadfast love for in you we put our trust.” (v. 7-8)  And with the Psalmist we wait for 

God’s reply. 

 

And God does reply.  The phone rings, a text arrives or an email.  Perhaps the mail carrier 

delivers an old-fashioned written note.  A friend, a family member, a member of the 

congregation is checking in:  “How are you doing today?  I’m praying for you.”  And with such as 

these the darkness lifts, our spirits are revived.  We are not alone.  God is not hidden from us 

but is with us even in this time.   

 

Who has been the voice of God’s presence, God’s grace speaking into your darkness?  Lift them 

up in prayers of thanksgiving for that gift.  For whom can you be the voice of God’s presence, 

God’s grace speaking into their darkness?  Call, text, write, email to let them know you are with 

them, God is with them.  And again, lift them up in prayer of intercession. 

 

Join all of God’s people in prayer: “For your name’s sake, O Lord, preserve our lives.  In your 

steadfastness, bring us out of trouble.  For we are your servants.  Amen 

 

 

 



Wednesday, April 1                                                                                        by Juel Pierce 

Scripture:  

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of Judah, 
which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. 2At that time the army of the king of Babylon 
was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the court of the guard that 
was in the palace of the king of Judah, 3where King Zedekiah of Judah had confined him. 
Zedekiah had said, "Why do you prophesy and say: Thus says the LORD: I am going to give this 
city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it; 4King Zedekiah of Judah shall not 
escape out of the hands of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be given into the hands of the king of 
Babylon, and shall speak with him face to face and see him eye to eye; 5and he shall take 
Zedekiah to Babylon, and there he shall remain until I attend to him, says the LORD; though you 
fight against the Chaldeans, you shall not succeed?" 
6Jeremiah said, The word of the LORD came to me: 7Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum is going 
to come to you and say, "Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of redemption by 
purchase is yours." 8Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of the guard, in 
accordance with the word of the LORD, and said to me, "Buy my field that is at Anathoth in the 
land of Benjamin, for the right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself." Then I 
knew that this was the word of the LORD. 
9And I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and weighed out the money to 
him, seventeen shekels of silver. 36Now therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 
concerning this city of which you say, "It is being given into the hand of the king of Babylon by 
the sword, by famine, and by pestilence": 37See, I am going to gather them from all the lands to 
which I drove them in my anger and my wrath and in great indignation; I will bring them back to 
this place, and I will settle them in safety. 38They shall be my people, and I will be their God. 39I 
will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear me for all time, for their own good 
and the good of their children after them. 40I will make an everlasting covenant with them, 
never to draw back from doing good to them; and I will put the fear of me in their hearts, so 
that they may not turn from me. 41I will rejoice in doing good to them, and I will plant them in 
this land in faithfulness, with all my heart and all my soul. 
 
 Jeremiah was in prison for telling God’s truth to King Zedekiah of Judah.  It wasn’t what 
Zedekiah wanted to hear—that the king of Babylon, who was besieging the city of Jerusalem, 
would win this battle.  Moreover, Zedekiah would be taken prisoner and sent to Babylon, 
“where he shall remain until I [the Lord] attend to him.”  And then God put an exclamation 
point on this message from Jeremiah to Zedekiah.  The Lord told Jeremiah to buy a field his 
cousin was selling.  This action when Jeremiah knew that Judah was going to lose the war!  
What’s going on here?  In the intervening verses, Jeremiah also wanted to know what the Lord 
had in mind.  So the Lord told Jeremiah: See, the people who have rejected me and worshipped 
Baal and other gods—I’m so angry with them that I’m going to destroy their city.  I, the Lord!  
Because of my anger with them, the king of Babylon is going to take over this city—at least, 
what’s left of it.  But I told you to buy that field, because one day, I will cause the people who 
have rejected me will return to it, and return to me, and they will be my people and I will be 



their God.  Your purchase of this field is a sign of my love for them and the hope that I have for 
them. 
 We’re in the middle of something like a siege.  It’s something we didn’t foresee when 
Lent started (or at least, most of us didn’t).  Now we don’t know how long this siege of a virus 
will last.  We hope just a couple of weeks, but maybe months, maybe even a year or two.  I for 
one don’t believe God is punishing us.  It just happened.  It’s happening to Christians, Jews, 
Muslims, Hindus, agnostics, atheists, and none of the above.  Perhaps we wish we could just 
run away—but there’s nowhere to run to.  Some people will die, we know that for sure, 
because it is in the nature of this virus to kill people.  But the story we have about Jeremiah, 
who probably wanted to run away, too, is here to remind us that our future is in God, no matter 
how hard that may be to believe.  Things will very probably not be the same as they were 
before.   
 
 Our work, during this time, is to cooperate with one another in keeping others as safe as 
possible, and ourselves as well.  And even more, it is to pray for one another, and for all the 
people whose lives and livelihoods are at risk during this time.  And for our earth, which is a gift 
from God.  God will not abandon us.   
 
Questions:  What most worries and concerns you in this time of viral siege?  What gives you 
hope?  How are you getting through this time?  How are you helping others get through it? 
 
Let us pray: 
God, the giver of all good gifts, and our help in times of need and in times of plenty, be with 
us now.  Help us to see the signs of hope you send, and to recognize your hand which will 
bring us through, in the name of your Son, Jesus, who is our helper and redeemer.  AMEN. 
   

Thursday, April 2                                                                                         by Jeff Langdon 

Scripture: Philippians 1:1-11 

 
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, 
with the bishops and deacons: 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by 
the day of Jesus Christ. 

7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of 
you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation 
of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ 
Jesus. 



9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full 
insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for 
the glory and praise of God. 

 
Paul thanks God for the Philippians and their partnership in the Gospel, and he sees all of this as 
the flowing out of God's good work in their lives.  Paul is confident the God will bring God's 
good work to completion.  Importantly, Paul is convinced that in the midst of pressure, 
suffering, internal conflicts and sin...that God will continue doing God's good work until it is 
completed.  Think about that...confidence and assurance in God doing God's work.  Paul is able 
to pray with joy and thanksgiving for the Philippians because of God's good work in their lives. 
 
So often, when we pray, we make problems and challenges the center of our attention, and 
then our prayers end up revolving around our problems.  And to be honest, that is our nature, 
especially in times like we are dealing with right now.  Most if not all of us  are dealing with the 
uncertainty of jobs, retirement funds, the health of loved ones, and no knowing what the future 
holds.   
 
But in these verses, we see Paul giving thanksgiving and joy for the lives of the Philippian faith 
community.  Paul places God and God's good work at the center of his prayers.  The result is a 
beautiful perspective of thanksgiving for the lives of others.  
 
I invite you to take that perspective during this time of isolation from each other.  Call each 
other and encourage each other.  I personally miss our together time in worship.  I miss our 
prayers together.   I miss sharing the Eucharist with you.  I miss listening to music and singing 
with you.  I miss my friends.   
 
In these verses Paul is not thanking God for things, but for people.  I want to be able to pray that 
way too.  I miss you and I want to pray for you. 
 
When we can once again come together, when we can once again hear what God is doing in our 
lives, when we can once again work together as partners in the Gospel, when this is all over, 
let's come together in worship and make sure we do so with joy and  thanksgiving for each 
other.  We are God's good works!   
 
 

Questions to ponder: As I write this we are physically separated from each other, in worship 

and sharing of the feast of the Lord.  Who are you praying for ?  Who do you especially miss 

visiting with?  How are you being the Church, doing God's good work, during our time of 

separation? 

 

As a suggestion, make a list of those you remember seeing in worship...pray for then 



individually and then give them a call.  Think about someone who may especially feel isolated 

and alone... pray for them and contact them.   

 

Prayer: Gracious Lord, we strive to be a community that reflects your love and compassion for 

all.  Help us to reach out to others with joy and thanksgiving.   Guide us during this time of 

quarantine and separation, and help us to find ways to actually be your love in the world, doing 

your good work.    Amen 
 

Friday, April 3                                                                                           by Nila Schneider 

Scripture:  

Psalm 31:9-16; 1 Samuel 16:11-13; Philippians 1:21-30  
  

A strange dichotomy is presented to us when we compare Psalm 31:9-16 and 1 Samuel 16:11-
13.  Psalm 31:9-16 is written about a person who has lost everything, basically has nothing for 
which to live, and pleads with God to save him.  1 Samuel 16:11-13 tells how Samuel anoints a 
poor shepherd boy, David, to be the next King of Israel, a rags to riches story.  Paul, while 
imprisoned, writes in Philippians 1:21-30 of experiencing a similar dichotomy and how he 
handled it—torn by wanting to leave this life and be with Christ in paradise, or enduring all the 
hard labor and suffering to keep on living.  He chose to keep on living—but not for his own 
selfish reasons but for what he could do for others.  Paul rationalized that Christ would want 
him to live to strengthen Christians in the faith, to encourage their progress in learning when it 
means o be a Christian, and to share their joys.  Funny, that sounds like the functioning of a 
Christian family and a Christian church.  I often wonder how many times church leaders receive 
other more exciting, glamorous. Generous offers of employment and turn them down because 
they need to guide, comfort, or even straighten-out one congregation, one family, or one 
person (sounds like people in transition like our own congregation).  Paul gives some good 
advice for such times: “stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the 
gospel without being frightened, as a sign to them that they will be destroyed but you will be 
saved by God.”  We stand firm in Christ and we gladly suffer for him.  We set examples for 
other Christians as to how to carry on in times of transition. We encourage and support others 
(perhaps, even at times, communicating with others) about Him, and what He did for us 
through His death and resurrection.  That sounds like pretty good company to keep, doesn’t 
it?  So, we must press on, chose to keep living, standing firmly on Christ (what we have in 
common), and sharing our progress and joys with each other.  Transitions don’t last 
forever.  On day, something new and glorious will be born, just like our own birthday in 
heaven.  Hang around and see how this story turns out with all its twists and turns and exciting 
plot developments.  I don’t know about you, but I’m hooked!  Stay tuned!  
  
Let us pray:  Heavenly Father, this holy Lenten season find us in a period of transition.  We 
search for your purposes and will for each of us, and for your church family as a whole.  Speak 
to us, guide us, and teach us.  remind us all of what we have in store for us.  Help us to practice 



what Jesus taught us about love, sacrifice, and mercy.  Forgive us, strengthen us, and prepare 
us anew for service to you, our community, and each other.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen!  
 

Saturday, April 4                                                                                   by Rev. Keith Hohly 

Scripture :  Mark 10:32a 

 

The disciples were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them …  

 

“Jesus was walking ahead of them …”  These words are a great comfort to me in these days.  

Jesus was walking ahead of his disciples then.  Jesus is walking ahead of us now.  Jesus is always 

out in front, leading the way.  That’s what a good shepherd does.  The good shepherd is always 

out in front of the flock, leading them to the places they need to go.  Jesus is our good 

shepherd. 

 

This is particularly a source of comfort in a time when some of our other shepherds are not of 

one mind about directions we need to be going.  Should we be sheltering at home or do we 

only need to meet in groups of 10 or less and keep ourselves 6 feet from each other?  Is what 

the church has to offer an “essential service” or is it “non-essential?”  Should we be sheltering 

at home for 12 days, or 30 days, or 60 days or even 90 days?  Is it more important to take 

measures which protect human life or to take measures that protects the economy?  Our 

leaders – our shepherds – are not of one mind regarding any of these questions. 

 

But Jesus is not only in our midst in these days, he is also leading us.  We need to ask ourselves 

how Jesus would answer the questions we face.  To do so means to quiet ourselves and listen 

for his voice.  Remember what he has told us: My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they 

follow me. (John 10:27) 

 

Things to do and questions to ask: 

Engage in contemplative prayer.  Quiet yourself and listen for what Jesus might saying to you. 

Consider what you know of Jesus.  What do you know are his priorities? 

Talk other people of their understanding of Jesus.  Multiple perspectives can often yield a 

bigger picture. 



 

Prayer for the day: 

Gracious and loving God, we give you thanks for sending your son among us to not only defeat 

death for us, but to also show us the way to live in accordance to your will for us.  Give us your 

Spirit that we might be enabled to hear our Lord’s voice and empowered to follow him.  Be with 

all your children.  Give us what we need for the day.  Amen. 

 


