
March 26, 2020 
 
Dear First Lutheran Folks, 
 
Well, a lot has transpired since I last wrote you.  Sadly, the spread of CORVID 19 has led to 
“shelter in place” directives in both the St. Joseph community and the metro area of Kansas 
City.  The duration of these directives is not identical – the St. Joseph directive is for 12 days 
while Kansas City’s is for 30 days – but both I am sure will be re-evaluated when the time limit is 
neared.  I was on a teleconference last Sunday afternoon with Missouri governor Mike Parson 
who told us that the duration of social distancing procedures may last as long as 60 to 90 days.  
While I do not want to be an alarmist, I think it is important for us to have a realistic 
understanding of what we are facing. 
 
One thing I am hearing clearly from our area health officials and political leaders is how 
important our social distancing habits are, especially right now.   This is the one measure we 
can all take to help slow down the spread of this virus and it is vital we all do it as best we can.  
With this in mind, we have closed our church building completely.  I will be working from home 
these days as will the rest of the staff except for Nila, who will be going in on occasion to access 
the internet, which she is unable to do from home. 
 
We will continue bringing worship to you on Sunday morning that you can access through our 
website (flcsj.org).   One difference is that this Sunday’s worship will be the last one videoed at 
the church.  We will video subsequent services from our homes until the shelter in place 
directives are lifted.  We do intend to video worship for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. 
 
While social distancing and shelter at home measures bring significant hardship, I am very 
thankful that we have the social media technology to keep us connected.  I am also very 
thankful we have folks in our community like Misty Coyle and Jim Pierce who enable the rest of 
us to use it.  While not all of our community can access emails and websites, we are doing our 
best to stay in communication with them through other means.  For us all, our Deacons are 
providing invaluable service through their weekly contacts. 
 
As God’s faithful people in these days there are further things for us to do alongside social 
distancing and sheltering at home.  Join me in praying regularly throughout the day for those 
who are ill, for those who are dying, for those who are grieving, for our health care 
professionals and our government officials.  Let us also be people of hope, courage and good 
cheer in these days that are very dark for many around us.  Let us be the face of Christ for those 
we do encounter when we are out.  Let us think of those who might need a phone call to help 
them find their way through the day.  Let us be confident that God is in this with us and nothing 
will separate us from God.  Let us allow ourselves to continue to do God’s work with our hands 
to the best of our ability. 
 
Know that I miss seeing you all in these days and that I am continually praying for your well-
being.  Know also that you can always reach me on my cell phone: 913-205-3784.  



 
May the peace of Christ be with you all, 
Pastor Keith 


