
Lenten Devotions for Week Four 

 

Monday, March 16           “The Action of the Day – Love”                          by Misty Coyle 

Scripture:  Readings Psalm 81; Genesis 24:1-27; 2 John 1-13 

(The Message) 

 

The action of the day is love.  In Psalm 81 God is telling his people he loves them oh so much; 

but, the people keep doing bad things and God is still there with arms open.  The Genesis 

reading has a few different kinds of love.  There is love from the master to the servant, the love 

of the servant to his master, and then the love of the maid to serve the master’s servant.  2 

John: “4-6 I can’t tell you how happy I am to learn that many members of your congregation are 

diligent in living out the Truth, exactly as commanded by the Father. But permit me a reminder, 

friends, and this is not a new commandment but simply a repetition of our original and basic 

charter: that we love each other. Love means following his commandments, and his unifying 

commandment is that you conduct your lives in love.”  Even when people are trying to tear you 

away from God, love them as God has loved us, right? 

 

Love is an action.  When you love someone you protect them.  You want to do things to make 

them happy.  You feel happy simply because the person you love is smiling.  As said in 2 John, 

this has always been the commandment of God and Jesus showed us how to do it.  Especially 

during the time we read about during Holy Week.  Why is it so hard to spread that same love 

God gives us?  I know it would be much easier to love someone when they smell good, dress 

the same as me, speak the same language as me, and is at least open to hear what I may have 

to say about love, grace, and God.  But God gave us the opportunity to learn from these kind of 

differences and love anyways.  Just as in Genesis, the master (God) loved his servant (us).  The 

servant (us) loves the master.  The maid who loved the servant of the master.  A maid from a 

different land/country.  A different language.  A maid not like the servant but from the same 

family.  Who is the maid in your life?  Are you a maid for someone else?  How do we act in love 

now? 

 

God of love,  show us how to keep our arms open to anyone who may need us because of how 

you made us.  Let us promise to you to love everyone.  Help us to see we are all from the same 

family because you love so much and made it so.  Let our hands do your work, our feet walk in 

your ways, and our voices speak of your love and grace.  Amen! 



 

Tuesday, March 17                                                                                          by Jim Pierce 

Scripture:  1 Corinthians 10: 1-4 

  

1I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the 

cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 

sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank 

from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ.  

 

I find it interesting that the daily lectionary includes these verses with which Paul starts a 

“warning from Israel’s history,” but does not include the verses that tell what that warning is.  If 

you read on, you will see that “God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck 

down in the wilderness.” (v. 5)  Paul goes on to list several reasons for this before exhorting 

readers that: “No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone [including those 

Israelites with whom God was not pleased].  God is faithful and will not let you be tested 

beyond your strength, but with the testing God also provides the way out so that you may be 

able to endure it. (v.13) 

 

Why these omissions?  Perhaps to encourage us to not dwell on our own failings which we 

know so well and can easily obsess on.  But rather to focus on God’s guiding presence and 

abundant grace, and to remind us that these gifts are not ours alone but are ones God has 

offered to countless generations before us and promises to generations to come. 

 

Just as God led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt, guiding them by that pillar of cloud by day 

and pillar of fire by night, through the waters of the sea in which their pursuers perished, so 

God promises to lead us through danger.  Just as God fed the Israelites in the wilderness, so 

God feeds us.  Just as God provided them with water, so that they might not die of thirst, so 

God provides us with water both to sustain our bodies and from Jesus, “that spiritual rock,” 

water that sustains us into eternity. 

 

Following the lead of today’s lectionary reading, just for now focus your thoughts not on your 

own failings but on God’s unfailing promises to you.  Ask yourself, how has God led me?  How 

has God sustained me?  Has God ever failed me?  Then, fresh from remembering God’s 

faithfulness, confidently ask God to lead you, to sustain you through this day as well. 



 

Gracious God, my rock, my food, my water, my guide, lead me through this day, protect me 

from temptations and dangers.  Help me to praise you for your steadfast faithfulness in all that 

you promise me.  Amen. 

 

Wednesday, March 18                                                                                   by Juel Pierce 

Scripture:  Jeremiah 2:4-13; John 7:4-13, 37-39 

  

Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel.  Thus 
says the Lord; 
 Be appalled, O heavens, at this, be shocked, be utterly desolate, says the Lord, 
 for my people have committed two evils: 
  they have forsaken me, the fountain of living water, 
  and dug cisterns for themselves, cracked cisterns that can hold no water. 

  Jeremiah 2:12-13 
 

On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink.  As the scripture 
has said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.”  Now he said this about 
the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus 
was not yet glorified. 

John 7:37-39 
 

 A fact of human existence is that none of us can live more than two or three days 
without something to drink.  Water is essential for human life.  Water is a gift from God.  
 Sometimes that’s hard for us to remember.  I use water all the time.  I turn on the tap, 
and draw a glass of water to drink, or a pan of water to cook with.  I turn on a faucet, and I take 
a shower and clean myself or wash my face.  I flush a toilet, and my waste goes away.  It seems 
as though water is just there for the taking. 
 So when the Lord, through Jeremiah, accuses the people of forsaking “the fountain of 
living water,” although it’s a metaphor, it’s one that is also a reality.  Water comes from God.  It 
gives us life.  And living water also comes from God—it gives us life and salvation.   
 My mother grew up on a farm in southern Nebraska during the Dust Bowl.  One of the 
things that kept them alive was the cistern, which was filled by the windmill from water 
underground.  I think it was one of the things that kept them alive.  Imagine if that cistern had a 
crack in it, so that the water went right back into the ground.  No water, no life.   
 Jeremiah reminds us that water, H2O, comes from the Lord, and living water is what 
keeps us as the Lord’s people. 
 Jesus knew of living water; in fact, he knew that he brought the Lord’s living water to us.  
We know of the living water through our baptism.   Our text from John reminds us that this 



living water is not just so that we can never be thirsty, but so that the living water will flow out 
from us to all people.  We cannot help but share the living water of the Spirit when we receive 
it from Jesus in our baptism.  It is water that washes us anew every day.  Thanks be to God! 
 

 In your experience, what does water have to do with life?  How do you remember your baptism 
each day? 
 
Let us pray. 
Jesus, living water, help us to remember water as a gift from God, and living water as the 
source of salvation.  We give you thanks each day for our baptism, for the gift of living water.  
AMEN. 
   

Thursday, March 19                                                                                    by Jeff Langdon 

Scripture: Ephesians 4:25-32 
 

25 So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are 

members of one another. 26 Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 

27 and do not make room for the devil. 28 Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor 

and work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. 

29 Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is 

need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit 

of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. 31 Put away from 

you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, 

32 and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has 

forgiven you. 

 

There is a common theme throughout all of God's Word... the concept of sharing with others or 

sharing with those in need.  That theme is found in the Law, given to God's people by Moses.  It 

is found in the rebukes, cajoling and warnings of the Prophets.  Jesus certainly made it a central 

part of his teachings and parables.  And here we have it again, pronounced by Paul to the early 

church, to share with others. 

 

Paul presents the idea here that working and sharing is a way to climb out of the old ways... 

maybe dishonest ways of living....ways of living that are “me” focused.  There is something good 

about doing something useful and then giving the surplus away.  I sense he is trying to reverse 

that old way of life in which a person would steal from unsuspecting passers-by, lurking in the 

shadows and waiting to prey on them.  Or the way of living that results in working and building 

treasures for themselves and hoarding their excess...“I got mine, now you get yours”. 



 

Paul shows us a way of life that is characterized by growing in Christ, in a community of 

believers who do something good and useful... not sitting around idly, gossiping and sniping at 

each other, fueling conflict, bitterness and division.  Paul is calling us to actually be the people 

that we claim to be.. loving, kind and compassionate and a people forgiven and redeemed by 

Christ. 

 

Questions to ponder:  How wide is the gap between who you want to be and the person you 

are to the world?    Where have you seen examples of kindness and compassion in others?  

How does that inspire you? 

 

Prayer: Gracious Lord, we strive to be a community that reflects your love and compassion for 

all. Guide us and help us to actually be your love in the world.  Amen 
 

Friday, March 20                                                                                      by Nila Schneider 

Scripture: Psalm 23  

“The Lord is my shepherd” is the opening to Psalm 23, a statement of David’s belief and 
commitment.  Is it yours?  Ephesians 5:2 tells us God loved us and gave himself up for us.  Does 
that convince you to commit to him as David did?  1 Samuel 15:29 points out that God doesn’t 
change His mind like humans do.  Does that convince you?  If you’re convinced, like me, then 
we have to pay attention to 1 Samuel 15:22 which tells us to obey the Lord.  Not 
convinced?  Not sure you’re convinced?  Not sure you’re willing to obey under every condition 
and every situation?  We all harbor a tiny bit of doubt or uncertainty.  Especially when we think 
about the obey part.  
 
Try this: Read Psalm 23 and concentrate on the images and how they make you feel:  a green 
pasture of lush, damp, sweet smelling grass, a calm, tranquil pond, walking beside Jesus as he 
teaches a lesson, Jesus wrapping his arms around you to reassure you that you are safe, a 
crossed rod and staff as the symbols of discipline and guidance given in love, a banquet table 
loaded with every food you could possibly desire, Jesus anointing your head with oil that heals 
you, a chalice overflowing with more than enough, and you being surrounded with every 
goodness and love.  
  
How beautiful a picture.  How beautiful a way to be.  With Jesus as our Good Shepherd to lead 
us, teach us, administer ointment to our injuries, to comfort us, protect us, and provide for us, 
we have nothing to ever worry about.  All needs are not only met but exceeded.  This is the way 
I want to live.  Do you?  I want to receive all this.  That’s why, as a child, I was taught to 
memorize Psalm 23 as my first piece of memory work.  It was my father’s favorite piece of 
Scripture.  It guided his life daily—his expectations and his way to act.  It was the text and basis 



for his funeral sermon which served as comfort and inspiration to my mother and me.  As an 
adult, I learned to pray it as any prayer, daily and in times of need and stress.  
  
My prayer for today:  Psalm 23.  Pray it.  See the images!  Feel the joy!  Feel the hope!  Feel the 
comfort!  Amen and amen, so be it!  
 

Saturday, March 21                                                                             by Rev. Keith Hohly 

Scripture :  John 1: 6-9   

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 

to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 

In the depictions of John the Baptist in classical works of art, the “man sent from God’ was 

never depicted by himself.  Jesus was always with him.  And John’s finger was always pointing 

to Jesus.  John was never about himself.  He was always about pointing others towards Jesus. 

 

Faith is about testifying.  It is about giving a witness.  It is about pointing others toward Jesus.  

Now this may scare most of us to death.  We have images of being asked to stand on a soapbox 

on a busy street corner and giving our testimony.  We are not that confident in ourselves and in 

our ability to express adequately our faith in God.  How can we possibly serve as a witness and 

a guide for others? 

 

But think about this.  Outside of my office door are these words of St. Francis, framed and 

beautifully calligraphed: 

Preach the Gospel at all times … if necessary, use words. 

 

I can’t think of a more appropriate message to be hanging outside a preacher’s door.  

Proclaiming the gospel is much more about what we do than it is what we say.  To be sure, 

there needs to be consistency between what we say and what we do (every parent 

understands this) but it is also true that actions are usually speak louder than words and what 

we do has greater impact on others than what we might say to them. 

 



Faith is about doing what we know to be true.  Faith is about loving in a way that is consistent 

with the way Jesus loves us.  In a world that desperately needs it, we are the hands, the arms, 

the compassion, the love and yes, the voice, of faith.  Just as John was sent into the word by 

God to point others towards Jesus, so are we.  Let’s not rely on our voices to do this, but rather 

let our testimony be the way we live with each other in this world. 

 

 

Questions to consider: 

What are ways in which my actions become a testimony to Jesus and God’s love and salvation 

for us? 

How might I need to go out of my comfort zone in order to be a witness for Jesus? 

 

Prayer for the day: 

Gracious and loving God, we give you thanks for testimony of John the Baptist and for all those 

who have in their living given witness to your love and grace.  May your Spirit empower the 

witness we are able to make and may others find their way to you through the way we care for 

them.  This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 


