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From the desk of pastor roger lenander 

Farewell From Pastor Roger 

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your pastor. You have helped Randi and I, our family, and the  

congregation to celebrate and we give thanks for what Christ has done in our life together.  We are forever  

blessed for being a part of this family in Christ.  As we move into new activities and rhythm of life we give  

thanks that God has prepared First Lutheran for the next chapter in mission and ministry.  

May the peace, love, and joy in Christ be with you now and always. 

Pastor Roger Lenander 



Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

(Snow Date: Sunday January 26th)  

Annual Reports will be available January 12th. 

Hat and Gloves Tree 

You can brings hats and gloves for the children at Carden Park Elementary School through January. 

Children’s Sunday School Times 

Sunday School for children in Kindergarten through 6th grade is on Sunday mornings during worship. Children will go to Bible study activities 

after the Children’s message and return at the Sharing of the Peace. This allow the children to be part of worship and to study the bible at their 

appropriate age level. 

This may be attractive to families you meet in the community. So pass the word and invite them to worship with you. 

Wednesday Café Volunteers 

Jim and Pam Farrell are looking for volunteers to continue the Wednesday Café dinners. The preparation begins at 3:30 and meal is served at 

5:00 p.m. Food is provided by Chef Jim Lloyd from Mosaic Life Care. Each week brings 50-75 people together form the congregation and commu-

nity. God has used this to build community and relationships that encourage and care for one another. You can call Jim at 262-3357 to volunteer. 

Organ Update 

Thank you to all who made the video projector project to completion.  Bill Latas will do a full training and final adjustments after January 1.  The 

organ had to be partially dismantled and will need to be tuned to return to use.  Kevin Kissinger from Quimby will be here the week of January 

5th to restore the organ.  Thank you again for your depth of wisdom, commitment and leadership! 

From Govenor Briner and Family:  Thank you for the beautiful service honoring the life of Linda D. Briner.  We appreciate all involved in prepar-

ing the meal for family members and friends following the service.  We are truly grateful for your kindness and support during this difficult time. 

Philip Deng   01/01    

Mary Hasan   01/01 

Noah Coyle   01/03        

Shelby Coyle   01/06 

James Bunge   01/07 

Joyce Stroud   01/09 

Ashley Luthans  01/13 

Linda Heeler   01/14                                           Ann Newman    01/21 

Branda Bass   01/17    Terry Cotton    01/22 

Jackson Knorr   01/18    Linda Starks    01/24 

Diana Schmidt   01/18    Philip Lewis    01/28 

Laura Rivest   01/19 

 

           Happy Birthday! 



      From the desk of pastor Keith Hohly 

Dear Members of First Lutheran Church, 

 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  It is my pleasure to introduce myself to you as I will be 
serving as your Transitional Minister upon Pastor Roger Lenander’s retirement.  I will officially begin the first of January, however I 
do plan to attend the open house for Pastor Roger on December 27, so perhaps I will have the opportunity to meet many of you 
then. 

 

A little bit about me …. for the past six years I served on Bishop Roger Gustafson’s staff as Bishop’s Associate.   Upon Bishop Gus-
tafson’s retirement, my call as Bishop’s Associate ended.  While on synod staff, my primary duties included assisting congregations 
in pastoral transitions, oversight of pastoral candidates in seminary and providing theological education for persons in their first 
call.  I also assisted congregations in leadership development, strategic planning and conflict management as well as representing 
the synod on Bethany College’s board of directors. 

 

Prior to joining Bishop Gustafson’s staff in 2013, I was senior pastor of First Lutheran Church of Greater Kansas City for 25 years.  In 
much the same way you have enjoyed a long pastorate with Pastor Roger, I developed a deep bond with the people of First Luther-
an, Kansas City, and became very involved in community ministry.  Over those years I served on the boards of Metro Lutheran Min-
istry, Hollis Renewal Center and Mosaic, an ELCA affiliated ministry serving those with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  I 
have also been connected to Heartland Men’s Chorus, both as a singing member and board member. 

 

Prior to coming to Kansas City, my first call was as associate pastor at First Lutheran Church, Bellfontaine, OH.   I was born and 
raised in Toledo, OH, am a 1982 graduate of the University of Toledo and a 1986 graduate of Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Columbus, 
OH. 

 

My wife, Debra, and I have been married 39 years.  Debra works for the Shawnee Mission School District and we have three grown 
children: Ben, a middle school teacher in Kansas City, KS; Bethany, who works for First Call in Kansas City, MO; and Danielle, who 
works in a residential facility in Albuquerque, NM, for children on the autism spectrum.  Both Bethany and Danielle are married.  
Bethany and husband Denny are the parents of our one grandchild, Henry, but are also expecting their second child in January.  

 

Well, that’s me in a nutshell.  I am truly looking forward to getting to know you and working with you through your transition time.  
As you have all these years with Pastor Roger, may we continue to share the love and grace of Jesus within the First Lutheran con-
gregation, with the St. Joseph community that surrounds us and in the world beyond. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Keith Hohly 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Jeff Langdon takes over the Monday Bible Study at Living Community.  They will finish the 
book of Romans then take a break until February.  When they resume, they will be study-
ing the book of James. 

Jeff and Dave Newman will take over the Imagine Eleven concert series. 

                               A new commandment I give to you, that you love 

                               one another; even as I have loved you, that you also 

                              love one another. 

                                                                --John 13:34 



                                                                      From the Church Council 

From the Church Council: Transition Update 
 
This update follows one you read in the last Handclasp.  In that article we reported on plans for celebrating Pastor Rog-
er and Randi’s ministry among us.  We also reported on our work with synod staff to secure a transitional pastor to pro-
vide pastoral ministry and guide us in our self-study in preparation for calling a new pastor at some time in the future. 
 
As many of you have heard from Sunday announcements, etc., the council entered into a covenant agreement with Pas-
tor Keith Hohly to serve as our transitional pastor beginning on January 1, 2020.   
 
As our pastor, Reverend Hohly will preach and preside at worship, teach, visit members as needed, be available to con-
duct weddings and funerals, meet with church groups as needed, represent First Lutheran in the community — all those 
things we would expect of a pastor.  He will lead the transitional study team that the church council will establish early 
in 2020. 
 
Pastor Hohly is eager to begin his ministry among us.  To prepare, he and Pastor Lenander have met.  He has been in-
troduced by email to Sharmyn Thompson, Sharon Gray, and Nila Schneider, with whom he has scheduled meetings for 
worship planning.  He and Jim Pierce have exchanged numerous emails on various parts of our congregational life and 
organization.  He will meet early in January with Jim Farrell and Jim Pierce to begin planning council agendas.  All of 
these things are intended to help Pastor Hohly to move into his role at First Lutheran as smoothly and quickly as possi-
ble.  You will hear more about Pastor Hohly’s office hours and schedule as those get established. 
 
You have all received Pastor Lenander’s letter sharing his retirement plans and clarifying that as of January 1 he is no 
longer available to conduct weddings, funerals, etc.  Please honor this by not asking him to do these things.  He and 
Randi will continue to live in St. Joseph and will remain members of First Lutheran.  After some extended travels, they 
will ease back into congregational life later in 2020 much as Pastor Burns and Nadine did years ago. 
 
The council gives thanks to God for guidance during this time and for answered prayers in Pastor Hohly’s availability 
and readiness to begin ministry among us.  We invite you to continue in prayer with us over the coming months as we 
engage in ministry with him and begin our study of our strengths, weaknesses and vision for ministry as God’s people 
in this place. 

                            First Lutheran Church Council 
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