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Sunday, December 29, 2019 
The First Sunday of Christmas 

 
PRELUDE                                                  Christmas Medley   
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                  “Sweet Little Jesus Boy”                             Robert MacGimsey 

Dave Newman, tenor 
 

*GATHERING SONG                                “Joy to the World”                                                     ELW 267  

 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
 No more let sin and sorrow grow 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
 He rules the world with truth and grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE             “Angels, From the Realms of Glory”    vv 1 & 4                    ELW 275 
 

 Angels, from the realms of glory, 
 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
 once you sang creation's story, 
 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
 All creation, join in praising 
 God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
 evermore your voices raising 
 to the eternal Three in One. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY – Kirsten McGlohn 

L O Lord God, 

C you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected the 
infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen! 

 
FIRST READING – Janice Harmsen                                                                                    Isaiah 63:7-9 
 

God does not delegate divine intervention to a messenger or angel. God’s own presence brings salvation. The prophet and all 
who read these words join in celebrating God’s gracious deeds. God trusts that God’s people will not act falsely. 
 

 7I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, 

  the praiseworthy acts of the LORD, 

 because of all that the LORD has done for us, 

  and the great favor to the house of Israel 

 that he has shown them according to his mercy, 

  according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 

 8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

  children who will not deal falsely”; 

 and he became their savior 

  9in all their distress. 

 It was no messenger or angel 

  but his presence that saved them; 

 in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 

  he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
 

Reflection  
Merry Christmas! As we celebrate this first Sunday of Christmas, we read in Isaiah the promises made to people who are waiting 
to see God’s mercy. What do they remember as they wait? (verse 7) What are the acts of mercy they would remember? As they 
remember these deeds, how do they hear what God is saying to them? (verse 8) The people declare their faith in God. How did 
God save them before? (verse 9) As we read this text, we know in faith that God has already redeemed us and saved us, as we 
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celebrate the birth of the Savior. As you reflect on this text, what acts of God’s mercy do you remember in our life together? In 
your own life? 

 
PSALM 148 – Ann Newman 
 

 1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD| from the heavens; 

  praise God | in the heights. 

 2Praise the LORD, | all you angels; 

  sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven. 

 3Praise the LORD, | sun and moon; 

  sing praise, all you | shining stars. 

 4Praise the LORD, heav- | en of heavens, 

  and you waters a- | bove the heavens. 

 5Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 

  who commanded, and they | were created, 

 6who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever, 

  giving them a law that shall not | pass away.  

 7Praise the LORD| from the earth, 

  you sea monsters | and all deeps; 

 8fire and hail, | snow and fog, 

  tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will; 

 9mountains | and all hills, 

  fruit trees | and all cedars; 

 10wild beasts | and all cattle, 

  creeping things and | flying birds; 

 11sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, 

  princes and all rulers | of the world; 

 12young | men and maidens, 

  old and | young together.  

 13Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 

  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 

 14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful servants, 

  the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. | Hallelujah!  
 

Reflection 
As we continue to celebrate the mercy and saving acts of God, we join in this celebratory psalm. Who in heaven is to praise the 
Lord? (verses 1-4) Why are they to praise the Lord? (verses 5-6) Who on earth is to praise the Lord? (verses 7-12) Is it surprising 
to you that sea monsters, fire and hail, trees, mountains and hills, birds and beasts are to praise the Lord? How do they praise 
the Lord? Why are people to praise the Lord? (verses 13-14) How will you join all of creation in praising the Lord?  

 
SECOND READING – Bruce Taylor                                                                                Hebrews 2:10-18 
 

Through Jesus’ suffering and death, the trail to eternal salvation has been blazed for us. We do not fear death, because he has 
conquered the power of death. Thus Christ, our merciful and faithful high priest, has the final say over the destiny of our lives. 
 

10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children 

to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For the one who 

sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed 

to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying,  

 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 

  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
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13And again,  

 “I will put my trust in him.” 

And again,  

 “Here am I and the children whom God has given me.” 

  14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same 

things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 

devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16For it is clear 

that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to 

become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful 

high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 
18Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being 

tested. 
 

Reflection  
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, this text in Hebrews reminds us that this cute little baby (oooh, so sweet!) is the very one who 
suffered and died for us. Who is the “pioneer of [our] salvation”? (verse 10) How are we related to Jesus, who sanctifies us (that 
is, makes us holy in God’s eyes)? (verses 11-13) How can Jesus save us through death? (verse 14) How does Jesus’ death free us? 
(verse 15) Who did Jesus come to save? (verse 16) How did he come to save us? (verse 17) Does Jesus stand over us as a judge? 
(verse 18) How does he help us? 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                   

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Give the glory 
and the honor 
to the Lord!  (repeat) 

  
*GOSPEL  - Jeff Langdon                                                                                                Matthew 2:13-23 
 

In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt to protect the infant Jesus from the jealousy of Herod. 
 

13Now after [the wise men] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 

“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 

Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14Then Joseph got up, took the child and 

his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was 

to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my 

son.” 

  16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent 

and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according 

to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 

through the prophet Jeremiah: 

 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 

  wailing and loud lamentation, 

 Rachel weeping for her children; 

  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 

  19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 

and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were 

seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went 

to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his 

father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the 
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district of Galilee. 23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 

spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 
 

Reflection 
Joseph, like his namesake in the Old Testament, is a dreamer. What does he dream in this text? (verse 13) What does he do as a 
result of this dream? (verse 14) In other words, Jesus and his parents became refugees. Like most refugees, he did not leave his 
home willingly, but to escape a terrible fate. Why did he become a refugee? (verses 14-15) What did they do when the danger at 
home was gone? (verse 15) What did Jesus escape by becoming a refugee? (verse 16) Matthew reminds us readers that Jesus 
wasn’t the first refugee in the line of Abraham’s descendants. (verses 17-18) For we who are safe in our own homes, the idea of 
leaving them for a foreign country to escape death is unimaginable. How can we as followers of Jesus the refugee minister to 
him and his other followers? These are hard texts in the midst of our Christmas celebrations. Why do we read them? What do 
we learn from them about following Jesus? 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                         Kris Langdon 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                   Rev. Roger Lenander 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                                   “Days of Elijah”       
                                           

These are the days of Elijah 
Declaring the Word of the Lord 
And these are the days 
Of Your servant Moses 
Righteousness being restored 
And though these are days 
Of great trials 
Of famine and darkness and sword 
Still we are the voice 
In the desert crying 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord 

 

Refrain 
Behold He comes 
Riding on the clouds 
Shining like the sun 
At the trumpet call 
So lift your voice 
It's the year of Jubilee 
And out of Zion's hill 
Salvation comes 

 

And these are the days of Ezekiel 
The dry bones becoming as flesh 
And these are the days 
Of Your servant David 
Rebuilding a temple of praise 
And these are the days of the harvest 
The fields are as white in the world 
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And we are the labourers 
In Your vineyard 
Declaring the Word of the Lord  Refrain 
 
There is no god like Jehovah 
There is no god like Jehovah 
There is no god like Jehovah 
There is no god like Jehovah (hey)  (repeat) 
 

Behold He comes 
Riding on the clouds 
Shining like the sun 
At the trumpet call 
So lift your voice 
It's the year of Jubilee 
And out of Zion's hill 
Salvation comes 

 
*CREED                                                             “I Believe” 
 

I believe, I do believe, 
truly I believe it, 
truly I believe it, 
truly I believe it. 
I believe, I do believe, 
truly I believe it, 
truly I believe it, 
truly I believe it. 
 

I believe in God  
the Almighty Lord Creator, 
Mighty Lord Creator, 
Mighty Lord Creator. 
I believe in God  
the Almighty Lord Creator, 
Mighty Lord Creator, 
Mighty Lord Creator. 
 

I believe in Jesus  
the Savior of the people, 
Savior of the people, 
Savior of the people. 
I believe in Jesus  
the Savior of the people, 
Savior of the people, 
Savior of the people. 
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And I do believe in the  
Power of the Spirit, 
Power of the Spirit, 
Power of the Spirit. 
And I do believe in the  
Power of the Spirit, 
Power of the Spirit, 
Power of the Spirit. 
 

I believe, I do believe, 
truly I believe it, 
truly I believe it, 
truly I believe it. 
I believe, I do believe, 
truly I believe it, 
truly I believe it, 
truly I believe it. 

 
*PRAYER SONG                       “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”                                  ELW 752 
 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
K - Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Praise is on our lips and in our hearts, Holy One, for the gracious deeds and acts that you 
have bestowed upon your church. Give to your whole church open hearts that we might 
work together to share your good news in Christ Jesus. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

N - Praise to you, Creator of all, for you have created a rich diversity of nature and creatures: 
sun, moon, stars, mountains and all hills, oceans and rivers. Sustain all that you made and 
keep us faithful in our care for creation. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

E - We bless you, Ruler of all, for the communities and nations of which we are a part. Gather 
into your arms the many peoples of the world and grant humility to all leaders, so that all 
may find blessing and peace. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

K - O Holy One, you overcame death and freed us from all fear. Give courage to all who are 
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afraid and comfort to all who suffer in any way especially Wheeler, Dee, Trina, Whitney 
Kate and for those we name before you aloud or silently in our hearts (pause for 10 
seconds). Give patience and compassion to those who provide care. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

N - Nurturing God, you care for your children in any danger. Grant courage to our congregation, 
that we are present with children who need our love and protection, with parents who 
grieve the loss of children, and with those who seek safety from hurtful situations. Hear us, 
O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

E - Light of life, you claim us as your children forever. We praise you for those who have gone 
before us in the faith, serving as witnesses to your presence. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

K - Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast 
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen! 
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you! 
 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                           Nicholas Pierce, guitar  
 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                           “Here Is Bread”    vv 2, 3, then refrain                  ELW 483   
 

Here is grace, here is peace, 
Christ is with us, He is with us. 
Know His grace, find His peace, 
Feast on Jesus here. 
 

Here we are, joined in one, 
Christ is with us, He is with us. 
We'll proclaim 'til He comes 
Jesus crucified. 
 

In this bread there is healing, 
In this cup there's life forever. 
In this moment, by the Spirit, 
Christ is with us here. 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER – Owen Lenander 
 

L Generous God, 

C you have given us life, this community, and these gifts of the earth that become the 
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meal of your grace.  Move in our hearts, that we might use your gifts to bring hope and 
blessing wherever we go, through Christ our Lord.  Amen! 

 
*DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   
                                                                                                                

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
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Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
 

* LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                              Malotte 
Aaron Schmidt, baritone 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

     P Love has come: God’s love for all people.  Come and eat, for Christ invites you. 
 

COMMUNION  
 

*BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C  Amen! 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION – Kari Lenander 
 

L Emmanuel, God with us, 

C you grace us with life and breath and give us bread for the journey.  Send us out in 
service to this world that you love, telling the amazing news of your coming to be 
Savior and Lord of all.  Amen! 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE CONCLUSION OF A CALL 

L Reverend Roger Lenander, on August 26, 1996, we of First Lutheran Church called you to be 

pastor in this place: to proclaim God’s word, to baptize and teach, to announce God’s 

forgiveness, and to preside at the Lord’s table. With the gospel you have comforted us in 

times of sickness and trouble, and at the death of our loved ones. Sharing our joys and 

sorrows, you and your family have been important to our life together in the church of Jesus 

Christ, in our service to this community, and in God’s mission to the whole world. 
 

(address the assembly)  
 

L People of God, members of First Lutheran Church, do you release Reverend Lenander from 
service as your pastor? 

 

C We do, and we give thanks to God for our ministry together. 
 

L Reverend Lenander, do you recognize and accept the completion of your ministry with First 
Lutheran Church? 

 

 I do, and I give thanks to God for our ministry together. 
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L Let us pray. 
Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you gave the holy apostles many gifts and 
commanded them to feed your flock.  You equip your people with abilities that differ 
according to the grace given to them, and you call them to various avenues of service.  We 
give you thanks for the ministry of Reverend Roger Lenander among the people of God in this 
place.  You watch over our going out and our coming in: bless this time of ending and 
beginning.  You surround your people in every time and place: keep us close in your love. 
 

You accompany your people in times of joy and times of trial: prosper all that has been done 
to your glory in this time together; heal and forgive all that has fallen short of your will for us. 
Help Reverend Lenander, his family, and all of us to live with courage and gladness in the 
future you give to us. As they have been a blessing to us, so now send them forth to be a 
blessing to others; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen! 
 
A LETTER FROM THE BISHOP                                                      Jim Farrell, Church Council President 
 

*BENEDICTION                              “May The Peace Of The Lord”                           Douglas E. Wagner 
Chancel Choir 

 
*A BIBLE VERSE – Noah Coyle                                                                                2 Corinthians 9:13-14 
13 Because of the service by which you have proved [yourself], others will praise God for the 

obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in 

sharing with them and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out 

to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 

 
*SENDING SONG                                            “Baptized” 
 

Baptized into the death of Christ 
and raised again to new life. 
Baptized into the death of Christ 
and raised again to new life. 
 

Down, down, down  
I was sinking deep in sin; 
killing me, killing me from deep within. 
They put me to death that day,  
and the fam’ly of God stood up to say:  (refrain) 
 

Down, down, down, 
in the water down I went;  
lifted up in a brand new covenant.  
They made a sign on my brow,  
and I’ll do it again to remember now; 1!2!3! (refrain)  
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Sing, sing, sing,  
to the ones who have not heard. 
We’ve been washed in the water and the word.  
We’ll sing it with every breath.  
We will share his life as we’ve shared his death. (refrain) 

 
*DISMISSAL   

P Go in peace.  Christ is sending you! 

C Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 
 


