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Sunday, September 22, 2019 
15th Sunday After Pentecost 

 
  PRELUDE                                     “Savior, Again To Your Dear Name”                    Hopkins & Hobby 
         

*GATHERING SONG                  “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven”                                 ELW 864 

 

 Praise, my soul, the God of heaven; 
 joyfully your tribute bring. 
 Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
 evermore God's praises sing. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Praises everlasting ring! 
 

 God be praised for grace and favor 
 to our forebears in distress. 
 God be praised, the same forever, 
 slow to chide and swift to bless. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Glorious is God's faithfulness! 
 

 Frail as summer's flow'r we flourish, 
 blows the wind and it is gone; 
 but, as mortals rise and perish, 
 God endures unchanging on. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 Praise the great Eternal One! 
 

 Angels sing in adoration, 
 in God's presence, face to face. 
 Sun and moon and all creation, 
 all who dwell in time and space. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Praise with us the God of grace! 

 
*GREETING 

 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

    P God among us,  
        C  we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our feet  
              from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace    
              revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen! 
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  ANTHEM                                                 “Sing Unto The Lord” 
Chancel Choir 

 

  FIRST READING                                                                                                                  Amos 8:4-7 
 

Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Peace and prosperity in 
Israel led to corrupt business practices and oppression of the poor. The prophet declares that 
God will not tolerate such a situation. 
 

 4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 

  and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 

 5saying, “When will the new moon be over 

  so that we may sell grain; 

 and the sabbath, 

  so that we may offer wheat for sale? 

 We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 

  and practice deceit with false balances, 

 6buying the poor for silver 

  and the needy for a pair of sandals, 

  and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 

 7The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 

 Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 

 

Reflection 

In this text, Amos is speaking the truth to whom?  (verse 4)  What is it that they are doing that 
Amos, speaking for the Lord, is judging?  (verses 5-6)  In other words, they can’t wait for 
festivals and the Sabbath to be over so they can make money again.  They “make the ephah 
small and the shekel great,” using false scales to measure what they sell in order to make more 
money, selling the “sweepings of the wheat, which means those who buy wheat from them also 
pay for dust and sand, and if the poor can’t pay them for silver and sandals they are sold into 
slavery to pay their debts.  They do this thinking no one knows about their cheating.  Who 
knows what they are doing?  (verse 7)  Do you think there were any honest merchants in Israel?  
In some ways, when money is the most important thing in the culture, it’s easy to cheat and 
hard to be honest.  There are other ways of cheating or oppressing others.  Does this text have 
anything to say to us?  What do you think? 
 
  PSALM 113 

 

       1Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the LORD; 

  praise the name | of the LORD. 

 2Let the name of the | LORD be blessed, 

  from this time forth for- | evermore. 

 3From the rising of the sun to its | going down 

  let the name of the | LORD be praised. 

 4The LORD is high a- | bove all nations; 

  God’s glory a- | bove the heavens.  

 5Who is like the | LORD our God, 

  who sits en- | throned on high, 



3 

 

 

 6but stoops | to behold 

  the heavens | and the earth? 

 7The LORD takes up the weak out | of the dust 

  and lifts up the poor | from the ashes, 

 8enthroning them | with the rulers, with the rulers | of the people. 

  with the rulers | of the people. 

 9The LORD makes the woman of a | childless house 

  to be a joyful mother of children. | Hallelujah!  

 

Reflection 
This psalm celebrates the Lord’s love for justice and for those who are called weak.  How does 
the psalmist call the people to praise the Lord?  (verses 1-4)  Then the psalmist says how the 
Lord is different from other gods and rulers.  (verses 5-6)  If the Lord is enthroned on high, we 
might expect God to stay there and enjoy the throne!  Instead, what does God do?  While other 
gods and rulers celebrate the rich and powerful, what does our God do?  (verses 7-8)  A woman 
without children was mostly looked down upon, as we know from the story of Sarah and Hagar 
and other childless women in the Bible.  What does the Lord do for her?  (verse 9)   
 
  SECOND READING                                                                                                         1 Timothy 2:1-7                
 

The Pastoral Epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood many practical matters, 
such as church administration and worship. The church’s focused prayer for others is an 
expression of the single-minded passion God has toward us in Jesus. 
 

1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 

everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 

life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 

4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For  

 there is one God; 

  there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 

 Christ Jesus, himself human, 

  6who gave himself a ransom for all 

—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling 

the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  

 

Reflection 
For whom does Paul urge Timothy (and those whom he teaches) to pray?  (verses 1-2)  Why 
does he do that?  (verse 3-6)  Why might Christians— Christians who at that time might have 
been persecuted for their faith—not want to pray for people in high positions?  How is this part 
of Paul’s and Timothy’s ministry?  (verse 7)  Why is it important for us as Christians to know the 
story of Jesus?  How does Jesus embody and teach us about God’s love? 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks”                           

 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord; 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 
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*GOSPEL                                                                                                                                  Luke 16:1-13 
 

Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest man who cheats his employer and then is commended 
by him for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers are less creative and 
diligent in their stewardship given that they are managers of a far more valuable household. 
 

1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were 

brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to 

him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because 

you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now 

that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 

ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people 

may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked 

the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He 

said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And 

how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take 

your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had 

acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation 

than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest 

wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 

  10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a 

very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest 

wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what 

belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a 

slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. 

You cannot serve God and wealth.” 

 

Reflection 
This is a strange parable.  Who is the main character?  (verse 1)  What had the manager done, 
and why did the rich man demand an accounting?  (verse 2)  Why did this make the manager 
anxious?  (verse 3)  What did he decide to do?  (verses 4-7)  Why did the rich man, the master, 
commend the manager?  (verse 8)  Do you think he really admired the manager?  Why or why 
not?  What does Jesus say about this manager?  (verse 9)  Does he really want his disciples to do 
this?  This might be the advice given to the rich merchants in the Amos text!  What does Jesus 
say about those who follow the example of the manager?  (verse 10-12)  What are the “true 
riches”?  If someone (let’s say, we) value riches, what risk do we run?  (verse 13)  How do we, 
most of us who are rich, serve God?  It’s a question I often wrestle with!  What about you? 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                         Kris Langdon 

 

SERMON                                              “Daily Choices Matter”                           Rev. Roger Lenander 
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  HYMN OF THE DAY                          “All to Jesus I Surrender”  
I Surrender All 

Phil Lewis, harmonica 
 

 All to Jesus I surrender, 
 all to him I freely give; 
 I will ever love and trust him, 
 in his presence daily live. 
 

Refrain 
 I surrender all, (I surrender all), 
 I surrender all, (I surrender all), 
 all to thee, my blessed Savior, 
 I surrender all. 

 

 All to Jesus I surrender, 
 humbly at his feet I bow; 
 worldly pleasures all forsaken, 
 take me, Jesus, take me now.  Refrain 

 

 All to Jesus I surrender, 
 Lord, I give myself to thee; 
 fill me with thy love and power, 

let thy blessings fall on me.  Refrain 
 

*APOSTLES CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen! 
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*PRAYER SONG                                  “Come and Fill Our Hearts”                                            ELW 528 

 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 
You alone, O Lord, are holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 
Alleluia! 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the church, the 
world, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, you call your church to serve you. Free your people from the deceptions of false 
masters so that we discover the true richness of serving in your name. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Creating God, you have made all kinds of creatures. Protect animals in the midst of seasonal 
migration, whether by water, through the air, or over land. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Wise God, you rule the nations. When the powerful trample on the needy and take advantage 
of the poor, turn them from their selfish ways. Show us your ways of truth that lead to justice. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Healing God, you raise up those who have been brought low, and you remember the forgotten. 
We lift up to you all who are in need (especially) Joyce, Alivia, Sonny, Mort, Jim, Dorothy, Linda, 
Trina, Elaine, Andrew, Addison, Melissa, Whitney Kate, the family of Pete Chirila, and those we 
name aloud or silently in our hearts (pause for 10 seconds).  Grant them joy and comfort in your 
presence. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Mothering God, you give us life. Give strength to families experiencing infertility or challenging 
pregnancies, to foster parents, parents of adopted children, single parents, and families of all 
varieties. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Eternal God, you hold us close even in death. We lift to you our thanks for those who have 
recently died and are now at rest with you. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
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*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
OFFERTORY                                    “Take My Life That I May Be”                                      ELW 583 

 

           Refrain 
 Take my life, that I may be 
 consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
 take my moments and my days; 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

 Take my hands and let them move 
 at the impulse of thy love; 
 take my feet and let them be 
 swift and beautiful for thee.  Refrain 

 

 Take my silver and my gold, 
 not a mite would I withhold; 
 take my intellect and use 
 ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.  Refrain  

 

 Take my voice and let me sing 
 always, only for my King; 
 take my lips and let them be 
 filled with messages from thee.  Refrain  
 

 Take my will and make it thine; 
 it shall be no longer mine; 
 take my heart, it is thine own; 
 it shall be thy royal throne.  Refrain 
 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE               “We Give Thee But Thine Own”   v.1                                ELW 686 

 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 
all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

P  God our provider, 
C  we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of it.  Accept the gifts you 

have first given us, which we bring to your table, with the offering of our lives.  Nourish 
us with life that really is life, in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen! 
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*DIALOGUE 

 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
*PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
 and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 

Holy, holy,  
holy, Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full,  
are full of your glory. 
Hosanna!  Hosanna!  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes,  
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna!  Hosanna!  
Hosanna in the highest. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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* LORD'S PRAYER 

 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

   P Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.  Come, take your place at the feast. 

 

COMMUNION  

 
*BLESSING 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

C Amen! 

 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

P  God of blessing, 
      C  at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, 

  our hearts have been refreshed.  Send us now to shine with your goodness and bear      
  witness to the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
*BENEDICTION 

 

   P Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, 
           with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

           Almighty God ☩ bless you with grace, mercy, and peace, 
           now and forever. 

C Amen! 
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*SENDING SONG                               “Go Make A Difference” 

 

Refrain 
Go make a difference. 
We can make a diff’rence. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world. 
Go make a diff’rence. 
We can make a diff’rence. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world. 

 

We are the salt of the earth, 
called to let the people see 
the love of God in you and me. 
We are the light of the world, 
not to be hidden but be seen. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world.  Refrain. 
 

We are the hands of Christ 
reaching out to those in need, 
the face of God for all to see. 
We are the spirit of hope; 
we are the voice of peace. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world. Refrain. 
 

So let your love shine on, 
let it shine for all to see. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world. 
And the spirit of Christ  
will be with us as we go. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world. Refrain. 
 

Go make a diff’rence in the world.   
Go make a diff’rence in the world. 

 
*DISMISSAL   

 

   P  Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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