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Sunday, September 29, 2019 
16th Sunday After Pentecost 

 
  PRELUDE                                                          “Toccata”                                                   Gordon Young 
         

*GATHERING HYMN                               “You Servants of God”                                              ELW 825 
             

            You servants of God, your master proclaim, 
 and publish abroad his wonderful name; 
 the name, all-victorious, of Jesus extol; 
 his kingdom is glorious and rules over all! 
 

  Our God rules on high, almighty to save; 
 and still he is nigh, his presence we have. 
 The great congregation his triumph shall sing, 
 ascribing salvation to Jesus, our king! 
 

  Salvation to God who sits on the throne! 
 Let all cry aloud and honor the Son. 
 The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, 
 fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb. 
 

  Then let us adore and give him his right, 
 all glory and pow’r and wisdom and might, 
 all honor and blessing, with angels above, 
 and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love! 
  

*GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C  And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
    P O God,  

        C  rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your 
grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
  SPECIAL MUSIC                         “How Can I Keep From Singing”                   arr. Stephen Schmidt 
                                                              Stephen Schmidt, piano  
  FIRST READING                                                                                                                  Amos 6:1a,4-7 
 

The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for rejoicing but rather 
sorrow, because God’s people have forgotten how to share their wealth with the poor. The 
wealthy will be the first to go into exile when judgment comes. 
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1aAlas for those who are at ease in Zion, 

  and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 

 4Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, 

  and lounge on their couches, 

 and eat lambs from the flock, 

  and calves from the stall; 

 5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, 

  and like David improvise on instruments of music; 

 6who drink wine from bowls, 

  and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 

  but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 

 7Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 

  and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 

  
Reflection 
This text begins with the word “Alas.”  My dictionary defines “alas” as an interjection used to 
express unhappiness, pity, or concern, sorrow, or distress.  Who is Amos expressing distress, 
concern or pity for in this text?  (verses 1, 4-6)  Do they express or act out concern for 
themselves?  Or their homeland?  (verse 6)  What will be the outcome of their lack of concern?  
(verse 7)  Why do you think they act the way they do?  Who will bring about their destruction?  
(see verse 8)  What do we do, as Christians, in such “alas” times? 
 
  PSALM 146 

 
 

    1Hal- | lelujah! 

  Praise the LORD, | O my soul! 

 2I will praise the LORD as long | as I live; 

  I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 

 3Put not your | trust in rulers, 

  in mortals in whom there | is no help. 

 4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 

  and in that day | their thoughts perish.  

 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 

  whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 

 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 

  who keeps promis- | es forever; 

 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 

  The LORD sets the | captive free. 

 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed down; 

  the LORD| loves the righteous. 

 9The LORD cares | for the stranger; 

  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 

 10The LORD shall | reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!  
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Reflection 
This is a psalm of praise, and a song of warning.  Who can we trust?  (verses 1-2)  Who can we 
NOT trust?  (verses 3-4)  Why can’t we trust them?  Why can we trust the God of Jacob?  (verses 
5-6)  What can we trust God to do?  (verses 7-9)  What will happen to those who trust in 
“princes” (or presidents or prime ministers) or anyone mortal rather than the Lord our God?  
(verse 9)  How can we tell those who lead us in the way that God wants us to act?  Will God ever 
fail to do what God has promised?  (verse 10) 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                         1 Timothy 6:6-19 
 

Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications for daily 
life. His priorities will be different from those of people who merely want to be rich. 
 
 

6Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for we brought nothing 

into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8but if we have food and clothing, we will be 

content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many 

senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of 

money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away 

from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 

  11But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 

endurance, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which 

you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 

13In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony 

before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14to keep the commandment 

without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will bring 

about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of 

lords. 16It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has 

ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 

  17As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their 

hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for 

our enjoyment. 18They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 

19thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may 

take hold of the life that really is life. 
 

Reflection 
What does Paul tell Timothy the secret to contentment is?  (verses 6-8)  What will bring about 
people’s ruin?  (verses 9-10)  What is “the root of all kinds of evil?”  (verse 10—read carefully!)  
What happens when people love money more than their faith?  What does Paul urge Timothy to 
pursue?  (verse 11)  How do we “fight the good fight of the faith”?  (verses 12-14)  Who can we 
trust to help us in this “good fight”?  (verse 16)  Paul does not condemn those who are rich?  (As 
someone who is quite well to do, I’m relieved at that!)  How are we who are rich supposed to 
act?  (verses 17-19)  What is the key to this?  (verse 17b)  How are we doing, do you think? 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks to the Risen Lord”                           
 

Alleluia alleluia 
Give thanks to the Risen Lord 
Alleluia alleluia 
Give praise to His Name 
 

*GOSPEL                                                                                                                                  Luke 16:19-31 
 

Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away empty.” 
Jesus makes it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the 
prophets. 
 

 [Jesus said:] 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 

sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 

21who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would 

come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with 

Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, he 

looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father 

Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 

tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during 

your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he 

is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has 

been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can 

cross from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—

28for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place 

of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 

30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 

31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced 

even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 
 

Reflection 
What does the rich man in this story have in common with the people in our reading from Amos, 
or with those who Paul warns Timothy about in our second reading?  (verse 19)  Who is Lazarus?   
What is the rich man’s relationship with Lazarus?  (verses 20-21)  I am struck by the fact that we 
know Lazarus’s name, but the rich man has no name in this story.  What do you think this means 
about their relationships with God?  What happens to Lazarus?  (verse 22)  I also am struck by 
the lack of any mention of Lazarus’s burial.  Perhaps he was looked upon by the rich man and 
everyone else in authority as just a piece of dead flesh and put in the trash.  Who takes care of 
Lazarus when he dies?  What happens to the rich man?  (verse 22)  Where is Lazarus after he 
dies?  Where is the rich man?  (verse 23)  We know that the rich man has a relationship to faith 
by how he addresses Abraham.  (verse 24)  What does he want from Abraham?  How does he 
see Lazarus, as a fellow child of Abraham, or as a servant?  What does that tell you about how 
death affects the rich man?  How does Abraham respond to the rich man’s request?  (verses 25-
26)  Then what does the rich man request?  (verses 27-28)  Again, how does Abraham reply?  
(verse 29)  The rich man argues with Abraham.  What does he say?  (verse 30)  What is 
Abraham’s rebuttal?  (verse 31)  What do you suppose the “great chasm” in verse 26 is?  Mu 
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suggestion (which I can’t remember where I got this idea, perhaps from our Sunday School class) 
is that the great chasm is the rich man’s refusal to see Lazarus as a brother, but only as a 
servant.  Remember is that his final request is that Abraham send Lazarus, like a servant, to his 
brothers.  To whom did Jesus tell this story?  (see Luke 16:14)  What can we learn from this 
story?  Who do you treat as your brother or sister or parent? 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                            Eugene Lickenbrock 
 
SERMON                                              “Unexpected Outcome”                          Rev. Roger Lenander 
 

   HYMN OF THE DAY                             “Trading My Sorrows”  
 

I'm trading my sorrows 

I'm trading my shame 

I'm laying them down 

For the joy of the Lord 

I'm trading my sickness 

I'm trading my pain 

I'm laying them down 

For the joy of the Lord 
 

Yes Lord yes Lord yes yes Lord 

Yes Lord yes Lord yes yes Lord 

Yes Lord yes Lord yes yes Lord amen 
 

I am pressed but not crushed 

Persecuted not abandoned 

Struck down but not destroyed 

I am blessed beyond the curse 

For His promise will endure 

That His joy's gonna be my strength 

Though the sorrow may last for the night 

His joy comes with the morning (repeat from beginning) 

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
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he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen! 

 
*PRAYER SONG                  “Open Our Eyes, Lord”   
 

Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 
To reach out and touch Him 
And say that we love Him 
Open our ears Lord 
And help us to listen 
Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the church, the 
world, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Watch over the church, O God, so that we place your good news above all worldly gain. Deliver 
us from the temptations of comfort and complacency. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Watch over your creation, especially the life-giving water that sustains us. Heal oceans, rivers, 
and lakes around the world. Where drought and floods make turmoil of our settled ways, give 
strength for healing and rebuilding in affected communities. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Watch over the nations. Lead us away from fear and hatred. Show us instead how to welcome 
the stranger, give shelter to those fleeing violence, and provide food to those who are 
impoverished. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Watch over those in any need. Have mercy on those who are grieving, suffering, lost, lonely, 
oppressed, underemployed, and imprisoned especially Phil, Joyce, Dennis, Sonny, Linda, Trina, 
Addison , and Whitney Kate, and those we name aloud or silently in our hearts (pause for 10 
seconds).  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Watch over all caregivers. Give strength to those who attend to relatives, serve the sick, 
minister to prisoners, and bring food or communion to the homebound. May they bring joy to 
those they visit. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We give you thanks for the saints and their models of faithful living.  Give us hope as we look 
toward the day when we will join them in your eternal presence. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you! 

 
OFFERTORY                                    “Change My Heart, O God”  
 

Change my heart oh God 
Make it ever true 
Change my heart oh God 
May I be like You 

You are the potter 
I am the clay 
Mold me and make me 
This is what I pray 
 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE               “We Give Thee But Thine Own”    v. 1                            ELW 686 
 

       We give thee but thine own, 
 whate'er the gift may be; 
 all that we have is thine alone, 
 a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

   P  God our provider, 
   C  we bring nothing into this world and take nothing out of it.  Accept the gifts we bring 

to your table,  along with the offering of our lives.  Nourish us with life that really is life, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
*DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
*PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
 and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 

Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

* LORD'S PRAYER 
 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
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thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

   P Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.  Come, take your place at the feast. 
 

COMMUNION  
 

*BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 
C Amen! 

 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P God of blessing, 
      C at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, 

our hearts have been refreshed.  Send us now to shine with your goodness and bear 
witness to the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen! 
  

*BENEDICTION 
 

   P Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

Almighty God ☩ bless you with grace, mercy, and peace, now and forever. 
C Amen! 

 
*SENDING SONG                               “All Hail King Jesus / Majesty” 
 

All hail King Jesus!  
All hail Emmanuel, 
King of kings, Lord of lords, 
bright Morning Star. 
And throughout eternity, I’ll sing your praises; 
and I’ll reign with you throughout eternity. 
 

Majesty worship His majesty 
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Unto Jesus be all glory 
Honor and praise 
Majesty kingdom authority 
Flow from His throne 
Unto His own His anthem raise 
 

So exalt lift up on high 
The name of Jesus 
Magnify come glorify 
Christ Jesus the King 
Majesty worship His majesty 
 Jesus who died now glorified 
King of all kings. 

 
*DISMISSAL   
  

   P  Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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