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From the desk of pastor roger lenander 

 

 

As I write this I am on a study trip in Las Cruces, NM and El Paso, TX. With other members of First Lutheran we are  

experiencing and listening about life along the border. We are learning what Christians and others are doing to help  

with people in crisis. We are learning about families torn apart by border walls and policies. While I support the work 

to defend us from evil, I am reminded of the innocent  who get caught in the crosshairs of national policies at any  

border.  

 

 

Who are We 

While we ask our self “Who are we?” as one of the decision makers at our own borders, I am reminded of a similar  

question Jesus asked of his own followers - “Who do you say that I am?”  In the throes of our own human capacity  

to create and enforce division in the world, who are we as followers of Jesus as we stand on one side or the other of  

the walls that divide us from one another?  Even more important, what side is Jesus standing?  Because I want to  

choose rightly and stand alongside Jesus. 

   The answer is that the hands of Jesus reach through the walls from both sides. All are broken. All need the heal- 

ing that can come from God alone. All must begin with repentance of our own acts of sin of commission and omis- 

sion. It is there that the Spirit of Jesus heals our hearts and mind to be a participant in that healing whatever side  

of the wall we find ourselves. 

                                                                                                                                                        (Continued on next page) 

 



We ask that of our self as a church, a part of the Body of Christ, and pray that God will guide and prepare us to  

extend our hand of God's grace, forgiveness, and healing outward in the world. That is our way to provide the  

answer to the question of who are we. God has given us courage when we are filled with fear, to stand before the 

visible and invisible barriers before us and reach out to the other that Jesus has introduced to us as brother and  

sister in Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Bible Study (Zoom) 

Romans: A Letter of Transformation 

Begins September 16th 

Mondays at 6:30 - 7:15 p.m. 

Led by Pastor Roger Lenander 

Sign up by sending an email to rogerlenander@gmail.com 

Nutrition Center Volunteers 

The Crossing Nutrition Center opened August 1st and distributes over 5000 pounds of rescued food from local  

stores each day to over 150 households a day. The Nutrition Store is run by volunteers. You can volunteer one  

day a week from one of three timeframes: 

9-12 noon to sort items form the deliveries and place on shelves. 

11-2 p.m. or 1 - 4 p.m. as personal shoppers in putting together food orders. 

The next Deacons Meeting will be Sunday, September 15, 2019, at 10:30 am. in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Look at those who are honest and good, for a wonderful 

future awaits those who love peace. 

                             -- Psalm 37:37 

mailto:rogerlenander@gmail.com


 

Sonny Thompson & Jane Nelson              9/2 

James & Carol Bunge                               9/3 

 

Roberta Thomas       9/1            Jane Nelson           9/15 

Angie Luthans           9/4            Trisha Viselli           9/15 

Ronald Starks            9/5            Nila Schneider       9/18 

Dan Chladek              9/9            Verna Kirschner    9/19 

Alan Dunning             9/9            Laurel Goforth       9/21 

Caleb Bufkin              9/10          Carolyn Pearl         9/21 

Mel Eyberg                9/10           Linda Perry            9/21       

Mary Anna Johns       9/13          Janell O’Mara        9/22 

Stephen Schmidt       9/13          Joe Mistek             9/26 

Robert Lynch             9/14          Nathan Chladek     9/27 

Treasurer’s Report  

September 2019 

  Cyndee Simpson, Treasurer 

July Income                          $  13,756.06  

July Expenses                    $  16,113.13 

Year to Date Income  $117,241.58 

Year to Date Expenses $120,584.55 

August Noisy Offering           $80.59 

Happy Birthday! 
Dwelling in the Word 

Phoebe Circle - second Tuesday each month,  7 pm  

Thursday Morning Bible Study - Thursdays  at 10 am 

                                                    at church 

Fellowship 
Early Morning Breakfast - third Wednesday each  

                                               Month, 6:30 am. 

Wednesday Café - Wednesdays, 5 pm., Fellowship 

                                                Hall 
             

Service 
Archive Committee - Wednesdays, 9:00 am,  

                                               Fellowship Hall 

Leadership 
Cub Scout Pack 26 - Tuesdays, 6:00 pm 

Girl Scouts - Thursdays, 6:00 pm 

Altar Guild  - second Thursday each month ,  10 am,  

                                              Chapel 

Visit the Website! 



Announcements 

The summer Alter Guild service project to collect personal care items for the homeless has been successful.  

With the help of many donations from members of the congregation and a $250.00 Thrivent Grant, we were able to 

provide The Crossing with over 2300 items related to personal hygiene.  These items included 141 razors, 143 indi-

vidual bars of soap, 92 toothbrushes, 515 feminine hygiene items, 117 pairs of socks, 328 Tide laundry pods, 21 

bath towels, and many other requested items.  The staff of The Crossing was very grateful for our donations and 

expressed gratitude that our church members were thinking of their clients’ needs this summer.  The Alter Guild 

wishes to thank everyone who contributed to this project. 

--Carol Bunge, Pam Farrell, and Nancy Lewis / Service Project Committee 

 

 

We will be having a “Food Kitchen” style luncheon for the Projector Project in honor of our 

125th Anniversary as a congregation, on Sunday, September 15th, 2019, immediately follow-

ing the coffee social time, at approximately 11:00 am. 

The meal will be typical of the meals that we have often served at the Open Door Food Kitchen 

for the past 30 some years.  Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.  Freewill dona-

tions will be accepted. 

 

Sister Act 

Starring our own Sharmyn Thompson will be performed October 25-27, 2019 at the Missouri Theatre.  Friday 

performance begins at 7:30 pm as does the Saturday performance.  The Sunday performance is at 2:00 pm.  

For Reserved Seating phone: 816.232.1778 

 

This is a feel-good musical comedy based on the hit 1992 film.  When a disco diva witnesses a murder and is 

placed in protective custody in a convent, she turns the convent upside down and finds a new form of sister-

hood.  You won’t want to miss this delightful show! 

 

Congregational Deacons 

A team of congregational deacons began their work on September 1st in caring and supporting people of the 
First Lutheran community. They will be commissioned at our worship on Sunday, September 8th. They are: 
Ann Newman, Rita Nelson, Jim and Pam Farrell, Howard and Janice Harmsen, Juel Pierce, Irene Wall, Sarah 
Cotton, Nila Schneider, Jeff and Kris Langdon. You will be receiving a letter and call from your assigned con-
gregational Deacon in early September.  

 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Fa-

ther except through Me.”--John 14:6 



 

                            WHO and WHY????? 

You may wonder who has given $229,200 to the 

Foundation and why.  Well, first their gifts were 

donated to the First Lutheran Church of St. Jo-

seph Missouri Foundation (the Foundation).  

Here’s a list of people that have made donations 

to the Foundation: Jim and Carol Roever, Denton 

and Nadine Matteson, Leon and Harriet Mitch-

ell, Wayne and Willa Fuller, Steve Highby, Joann 

and Harold Morrison, Art and Dorothy Johnson, 

Mildred Voorhies, Joann Holmes, Mort and Nancy Nelson, Ruth Blinde, Jerre 

Cooper, Helen Turner, Eulalia Peterson, Jane Nelson-Thompson and Sonny 

Thompson, David and Diana Schmidt, John and Margaret Gondring, Charlene 

Gondring, Deann Young, H. Margo Prentiss, Joyce Palmer, Dan and Kathy 

Chladek.  Donations have ranged from $25.00 to $100,000.  Donations came 

from insurance policies, wills, cash donations, trusts, memorials and in honor 

of individuals. 

You may know all of these people, or just some of them, you might know 

someone that knew them.  Each has a unique reason for supporting the Foun-

dation.  They all came from different backgrounds and have different objec-

tives.  But they all do have two things in common.  1.  Their connection to 

First Lutheran Church either as a member or knew a member that they ad-

mired, a relative, or someone they loved.  2.  They all wanted to help in future 

projects of First Lutheran Church by financially supporting the Foundation.   

Why??  They all had pride in First Lutheran Church and wanted to support the 

church’s endeavors by donating to the Foundation so a source of money 

would always be available to be used as seed money for new and necessary 

projects.  



The Foundation Board has approved the financial support to remodel the old 

Parsonage in 2003, support the capital campaign in 2006, a youth ministry as-

sociate in 2006, repair the church roof in 2012, Tom Gear’s internship in 2015 

and the sound system in 2016.  To date a total of $54,947 has been donated 

from the Foundation to help fund these projects.  Only the interest is available 

to be spent, the original donation remains intact. 

Would you like to be a part of this group that has donated to the Foundation?  

The Foundation Board members of Sarah Cotton, Deann Young, Phil Heeler, 

David Schmidt and Dan Chladek invite you to contact them about your ques-

tions and gift giving. 

Donations to the Foundation can be from a trust, will, for a memorial, a Trans-

fer on Death (TOD) or just giving a cash gift.  Donations may be given one 

time, monthly, quarterly or annually.  Donations are welcomed in the form of 

stocks, insurance policy, check or cash.  Please contact a Foundation board 

member for information on how to legally and properly identify the Founda-

tion as a recipient of your gift. 

We thank you and look forward to hearing from you about your questions and 

donations to the First Lutheran Church of St. Joseph Missouri Foundation. 

Sincerely, 

Foundation Board Members  

Sarah Cotton  

Deann Young 

David Schmidt  

Phil Heeler  

Dan Chladek 



First Lutheran Church Council 

   First Lutheran Church Council 
Executive Committee 

 

Pastor       Rev. Roger Lenander 

President    Jim Farrell 

Vice President   Jim Pierce 

Secretary    Brenda Bass 

Treasurer    Cindy Simpson 

Financial Secretary     Joy Winters 

Council Members 
 

Debbie Taylor  Laurel Goforth 

Carol Bunge  Sarah Knorr 

Dee Dee Hebb  Sylvester Heeler 

Kris Langdon  Terry Cotton 

 

Online 

Offering 

Scan to 

give! 

Support Staff 
 

Church Secretary    Nila Schneider Custodians Debbie & Larry Stafford 

Assistant Music Director   Sharon Gray  Director of Music  Sharmyn Thompson 

Sudanese Worship Director   Phillip Alier Deng     Central State Synod Bishop Susan Candea 

 

 

 


