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Sunday, September 8, 2019 
13th Sunday After Pentecost 

 
  PRELUDE                                            Lord Christ, the Only Son of God                                    J.S. Bach 

        Stephen Schmidt, organist 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS    (sit or kneel if able)                                                               pg. 95 

    P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

    C Amen! 

    P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
              sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our  
              sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and      
              Lord. 

    C Amen! 

    P Most merciful God, 

    C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned  
              against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have      
              left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our      
              neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
              Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your  
              ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen! 

    P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive  

              together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your  
              sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that     
              Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

    C Amen! 
 

*GATHERING SONG           God of Our Fathers    v. 1, 2, 4                                                                                                

1 God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 
 leads forth in beauty all the starry band 
 of shining worlds in splendor through the skies: 
 our grateful songs before your throne arise. 
 
2 Your love divine has led us in the past; 
 in this free land by you our lot is cast; 
 oh, be our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay; 
 your word our law, your paths our chosen way. 
 
4 Refresh your people on their toilsome way; 
 lead us from night to never-ending day; 
 fill all our lives with heav’n-born love and grace 
 until at last we meet before your face. 
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*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

Refrain 

 This is the feast of vict'ry for our God. 
 Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
1 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
 whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
 Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 
 and honor, blessing and glory are his.  Refrain 
 
2 Sing with all the people of God, 
 and join in the hymn of all creation: 
 Blessing and honor, glory and might 
 be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  Refrain 
 
3 For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
 Alleluia, alleluia.  Refrain 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

    P Direct us, O Lord God, 

    C in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and  
              ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to    
              everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen! 
 
ANTHEM                                             To Love Our God                                                          Mark Hayes 
                                                                Chancel Choir 
 
FIRST READING                                                                                                     Deuteronomy 30:15-20        
 

L The first reading for the thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost is from the book of Deuteronomy, 
the thirtieth chapter. 
Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In this 
passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the Lord; or choose death by following other 
gods. 
 

15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your 
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God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you 
shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are 
entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to 
bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you 
shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the LORD 
your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, 
so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob. 
 
Reflection 
This text is the end of Moses’s farewell address to the people of Israel before they cross the Jordan River and enter the 
promised land.  Moses sums up what the Lord has told the Israelites.  What is the choice before them?  (verse 15)  What will 
happen if they choose living by loving God and observing his commandments?  (verse 16)  What if they choose to turn away 
from God?  (verses 17-18)  Which choice does Moses advise?  (verses 19-20)  What do you think he means by “call[ing] on 
heaven and earth to witness against you” about the choice Moses has set before them?  It reminds me of someone who says, 
I’ve warned you—if you do something else it’s not my fault!  Did the Israelites always choose to follow Moses’s advice and 
follow God and obey her commandments?  (The rest of the Old Testament would be a lot different if they had!)  Why do we 
read this story?  What is the choice we have before us?  The way Deuteronomy puts it, the choice is easy, sensible, obvious.  So 
do we always choose to follow God’s commandments?  What would it mean for us if we always chose the way of God rather 
than our own way or the way of something that looks easier or more compelling?  As we celebrate our 125th anniversary, what 
do we know about the choices our ancestors in faith in this congregation have made? 

 
  

L  The word of the Lord. 

                             C Thanks be to God! 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                                Philemon 1-21 
 

L The second reading is from the book of Philemon, the first chapter. 
 
While Paul was in prison, he was aided by a runaway slave named Onesimus. The slave’s master, Philemon, was a Christian 
friend of Paul. Paul told Onesimus to return to his master and encouraged Philemon to receive Onesimus back as a Christian 
brother. 
 

1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  

  To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow 

soldier, and to the church in your house: 

  3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your love 

for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of your faith may 

become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed 

received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been 

refreshed through you, my brother. 

  8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet I 

would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also 

as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I 

have become during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed 

useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted 
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to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment 

for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed 

might be voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from 

you for a while, so that you might have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a 

slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in 

the Lord. 

  17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he has 

wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, am writing 

this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 
20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 
21Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I 

say. 

 
Reflection 
In this text, Paul gives Philemon a choice as well.  Who is Philemon?  (verse 1)  What is his relationship to Paul?  (verses 4-7)  
What choices has Philemon made in the past that have made him so valuable a friend to Paul?  Who is Onesimus, and what is 
his relationship with Philemon?  (verse 16)  What is Onesimus’s relationship with Paul?  (verse 12)  (Note that “Onesimus” 
means “useful” in Greek, and it was a common name for a slave.)  What choice does Paul give to Philemon about Onesimus?  
(verses 10-14)  Could he have commanded Philemon?  Why or why not?  What does Paul hope and believe will happen with 
Philemon and Onesimus?  (verses 17-21)  Why do you think this very personal letter is part of the New Testament?  What does 
it have to say to us?  What does it have to say to you?  As I read this letter, I tend to put myself in the place of Philemon, and 
ask, who do I need to forgive and bring back into fellowship with me/us?  What if my place in this letter is that of Onesimus, 
and Paul is asking, through this letter, for someone to forgive me and bring me back into fellowship with them?  How is 
Philemon’s choice a choice between life and death, between being happy or blessed in Christ, or being disobedient and wicked? 

 
 

L  The word of the Lord. 

                             C Thanks be to God! 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  With a Voice of Singing                          
With a voice of singing 
declare ye this, 
and let it be heard, 
Alleluia. 
 
*GOSPEL                                                                                                                                  Luke 14:25-33 

  
 
                         P The holy gospel according... 

                          C Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
Jesus speaks frankly about the fearsome costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the outset that 
completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other allegiances 
 

25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, 26“Whoever 
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, 
and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me 
cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down 
and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has 
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laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This 
fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage war against 
another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to 
oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the 
other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, 
none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.” 
 
Reflection 
In this text, Jesus talks to the large crowds who are traveling with him.  What does he warn them about following him?  (verses 
25-26)  How does he advise them as disciples to “count the cost”?  (verses 27-32)  We know in a very literal way about 
“counting the cost,” which we did when we decided to stay in downtown and to add the office and classroom addition to the 
church.  What were the costs we considered?  To be sure, dollars and cents, which we are still counting!  What about the costs 
for our ministry?  Some of us did not agree with the decisions we made.  How do we know whether we made the right or the 
wrong decision?  As we think about our ancestors in faith who began this congregation, how do you think they counted the 
cost?  Did they  make the right decision?  I think they did!  I know the gifts of faith I have received as a member of this 
congregation have been invaluable to me and my faith, and I believe the faith of many others.  How will we continue to follow 
in their footsteps of faith? 

 
 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                         Kris Langdon 
 
SERMON                                                            Rev. Susan Candea, Bishop of ELCA Central States Synod 

 
ANTHEM                                           Standing on the Promises                              arr. Mark Hayes 

Chancel Choir 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (from November 15, 1896 service) 
 

     P  To the glory of God, our Father, by whose favor we have built this house. To the honor  
                  of Jesus, the Christ, the Son of the living god, our Lord and savior. To the praise of the  
                 Holy Spirit, source of light and life. 

     C We dedicate this house. 

     P For worship in prayer and song 
                For the ministry of the Word 
               For the celebration of the Holy sacraments. 

     C We dedicate this house. 

     P For comfort to those who mourn 
                For strength to those who are tempted 
               For help in right living. 

     C We dedicate this house. 

     P For the sanctification of the family 
                For the guidance of childhood 
               For the salvation of all. 
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   C We dedicate this house. 

      P For the fostering of patriotism 
           For the training of conscience 
           For aggression against evil. 

   C We dedicate this house. 

   P For the help of the needy 
           For the promotion of unity. 
           For bringing in the Kingdom of God. 

   C We dedicate this house. We, the people of this church and congregation, now  
           consecrate ourselves anew, dedicate this entire building in the name of the Father, the    
           Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen! 
 

COMMISSIONING OF CONGREGATIONAL DEACONS 
 

   P The following have accepted the call from First Lutheran Church Council to serve as a 
Congregational Deacon. (read names) 

A reading from Romans: As in one body we have many members, and not all the members have 

the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 

members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, 

in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in 

exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

(Romans 12:4-8) 

A reading from First Peter: Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another 

with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very 

words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may 

be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 4:10-11) 

In the presence of this assembly will you accept this commission as a Congregational Deacon of 
First Lutheran Church and commit yourselves to this new trust and responsibility, in the 
confidence that it comes from God? 

     Deacons: I will, and I ask God to help me. 

  P Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, 
         graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform them. 
     Deacons: Amen! 

  P People of God, 
         will you support these messengers of Jesus Christ, 
         sent by God to serve all people with the gospel of hope and salvation? 
        Will you pray for them, help and honor them for their work’s sake, 
        and in all things strive to live in peace and unity in Christ? 
  Deacons: We will, and we ask God to help us. 

 P Let us pray. 
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     Gracious God, as you have called workers to varied tasks in the world and in your church, so            
you have called these people to this ministry as congregational deacons of First Lutheran   
Church. Grant them joy and a spirit of bold trust, that their work may stir up each of us to a life  
of fruitful service; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

    C Amen!      

 
*APOSTLES CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen! 

 
*PRAYER SONG                   Let My Prayer Be a Fragrant Offering                                                   
 
Refrain 
 Let my prayer be a fragrant offering, 
 as incense to you arise. 
 Let my prayer be a fragrant offering, 
 my hands lifted up in praise. 
 
1 O Lord, I call to you, 
 come quickly to my side. 
 O Lord, please hear my voice; 
 listen when I cry.  Refrain 
 
2 Please watch my lips, O Lord, 
 and guard the words I say. 
 Please turn my heart to you; 
 chase my sin away.  Refrain 
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3 My eyes are turned to you, 
 O Lord, my living God. 
 I look to you for help; 
 be my faithful rock.  Refrain 
 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the church, the 
world, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Turn our hearts, O God. Make us attentive to your call to take up the cross-shaped way of life, 
and to share your good news with a world in need. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Turn our hearts toward life in all its infinite varieties. We pray especially for all vanishing and 
endangered creatures who struggle to find a home in this world. Open our eyes to the value of 
our interconnected relationships within your natural world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Turn our hearts toward all who yearn for calm and fairness. Where there is violence and 
conflict, grant peace. Where there is disparity, grant justice. Where there is hatred and fear, 
grant compassion and empathy. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Turn our hearts toward all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. We pray for those in bondage to 
sin, addiction, poverty, physical slavery or human trafficking, and those incarcerated or 
detained. For those in any need we pray (especially) Janice, Howard, Alivia, Sonny, Pete, Mort, 
Jim, Dorothy, Linda, Trina, Elaine, Andrew, Addison, Melissa, Whitney Kate, and those we name 
aloud or silently in our hearts (pause for 10 seconds). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Turn our hearts toward the ministries of our congregations that feed the hungry, share with the 
needy, advocate for the silenced, and work for your justice. Embolden our hearts to labor 
without fear. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Turn our hearts toward your eternal reign. We give thanks for our sisters and brothers who 
have died, trusting the promise of life forever with you. Marked by the cross of Christ, inspire us 
by their examples to live in faith. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
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*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you! 
 

OFFERTORY                                    Sing of the Lord’s Goodness 
 

Refrain 
Come, then, all you nations, 
sing of the Lord’s goodness, 
melodies of praise and thanks to God. 
Ring out the Lord’s glory, 
praise him with your music, 
worship him and bless his mane. 
 
Sing of the Lord’s goodness, 
Father of all wisdom, 
come to him and bless his name. 
Mercy he has shown us, 
his love is forever, 
faithful to the end of days. Refrain. 
 
Power he has wielded, 
honor is his garment, 
risen from the snares of death. 
His word he has spoken, 
one bread he has broken, 
new life he now gives to all. Refrain. 
 
Courage in our darkness, 
comfort in our sorrow, 
Spirit of our God most high; 
solace for the weary,  
pardon for the sinner, 
splendor of the living God. Refrain. 
 
Praise him with your singing, 
praise him with the trumpet, 
praise God with the lute and harp; 
praise him with the cymbals, 
praise him with your dancing, 
praise God till the end of days. Refrain. 
 



10 

 

 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P God our provider, 

C we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of it.  Accept the gifts you 
have first given us, which we bring to your table, and with them the offering of our lives.  
Nourish us now with the life that really is life,  revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen! 
 

*DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
 and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

* LORD'S PRAYER 
 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

  
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

     P Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.  Come, take your place at the feast. 
 

COMMUNION  
 

*BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

C Amen! 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P God of blessing, 

      C at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, 
our hearts have been refreshed.  Send us now to shine with your goodness and bear 
witness to the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen! 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

   P Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

Almighty God ☩ bless you with grace, mercy, and peace, now and forever. 
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C Amen! 
 
*SENDING SONG                               The Church Song                      
Chorus 

We are the church, the body of our Lord; 

we are all God's children. We have been restored. 

 
1 The church is not a building 
where people go to pray; 
it's not made out of stick and stones,  
it's not made out of clay. (chorus) 
 
2 You can go to worship 
but you cannot go to church; 
you can't find a building that's alive 
no matter how you search. (chorus) 
 
3 The church is not a business,  
a committee or a board; 
it's not a corporation for 
the business of the Lord. (chorus) 
 
4 The church, it is the people 
living out their lives,  
called, enlightened, sanctified 
for the work of Jesus Christ. (chorus) 
 
*DISMISSAL   

  
P Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 


