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Sunday, August 11, 2019 
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 

   
*GATHERING SONG                          “Here I Am to Worship”    

Light of the world 

You stepped down into darkness 

Opened my eyes let me see 

Beauty that made 

This heart adore You 

Hope of a life spent with You 

 

So here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God 

And You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

 

King of all days 

Oh so highly exalted 

Glorious in heaven above 

Humbly You came 

To the earth You created 

All for love's sake became poor 
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So here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God 

And You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

 

And I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 

And I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 

(repeat) 

 

 

So here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God 

And You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 
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*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Almighty God, 

C you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our hearts to the 
riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
FIRST READING                                                                                                                     Genesis 15:1-6 
 

L The first reading for the eighth Sunday after Pentecost is from the book of Genesis, the 
fifteenth chapter. 
 
God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that his 
descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and through this 
faith he is considered righteous. 

 

1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you 
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram 
said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But 
the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own 
issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the 
stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And 
he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 
Reflection 

 What is God’s word to Abram?  (verse 1)  What is Abram’s question of the Lord God?  (verses 2-
3)  What is God’s response?  (verse 4)  How does the Lord affirm the promise to Abram?  (verse 
5)  How does Abram take that response?  What does it mean that “the Lord reckoned it to him 
[that is, Abram’s belief in the Lord] as righteousness”?  Luther explains that Abram’s 
righteousness is commended by God because God spoke and Abraham believed what God was 
saying.  What do you mean when you say that you believe in God?  We Americans tend to 
believe that faith and belief is an individual thing.  But we join Abram (or Abraham) in belief in 
God when we say the Creed, when we come to worship, when we pray….  What do you think? 
 
 

L  The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm 33:12-22 
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 12Happy is the nation whose God | is the LORD! 
  Happy the people chosen to | be God’s heritage! 
 13The LORD looks | down from heaven, 
  and sees all | humankind. 
 14God sits firmly en- | throned and watches 
  all who dwell | on the earth. 
 15God fashions | all their hearts 
  and observes | all their deeds.  
 16A king is not saved by the size | of the army, 
  nor are warriors rescued by | their great strength. 
 17The horse gives vain | hope for victory; 
  despite its great strength it | cannot save. 
 18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear | you, O LORD, 
  upon those who wait for your | steadfast love, 
 19to deliver their | lives from death, 
  and to keep them alive in | time of famine.  
 20Our innermost being waits for | you, O LORD, 
  our helper | and our shield. 
 21Surely, our heart rejoic- | es in you, 
  for in your holy name we | put our trust. 
 22Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, | be upon us, 
  even as we place our | hope in you.  
 

Reflection 
This psalm reminds Israel that their faith/belief is in God the Lord, rather than anyone/anything 
else.  What does it mean to be “happy” in the context of this psalm?  (verse 12)  Who lives under 
God’s watchful eye?  (verses 13-15)  What do some people/nations put their faith in?  (verses 
16-17)  We could probably translate verses 16-17 to say that some people think they are saved 
by their military might, their nuclear weapons, their bombs and submarines.  And while we are 
very thankful for those who serve in the military, the psalmist reminds us that they do not save 
us or even give us our freedom.  What does it mean to “fear” the Lord?  (verse 18)  The psalmist 
reminds the people that the Lord will keep them alive in time of famine—even the hungry are 
under the watchful eye of the Lord.  (verse 19)  Most of us are not hungry.  What do we need to 
be reminded about that the Lord loves us and delivers us from the what seems to be killing us?  I 
am struck by verse 20: “Our innermost being waits for you, O Lord.”  Again, while most of us 
think of faith as something that is mine alone, it is our heart and life (together) that waits for 
God and rejoices in God’s love and care.  As we celebrate our life together as a congregation, we 
could do worse than pray verse 22:  “Let your lovingkindness, O Lord 
 

SECOND READING                                                                                                    Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 

L The second reading is from the book of Hebrews, the eleventh chapter. 
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Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age. Their 

hope and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to receive the 

promise of God. 
 

1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2Indeed, by 
faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared 
by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 
  8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as 
an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time 
in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, 
who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that has 
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he received power of procreation, 
even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him 
faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, 
descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand 
by the seashore.” 
  13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they 
saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 
14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had 
been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 
16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
 
Reflection 
This chapter celebrates and reminds us of those who came before us in faith.  Here the writer of Hebrews writes of “faith,” which 
in this context also means hope, love, belief.  Where does faith come from for us?  (verses 1-3)  Our reading from Genesis 
reminds us of Abraham’s faith/belief in God, which was reckoned to him as righteousness.  The writer of Hebrews here 
remembers the faith of Abraham, even before the story in Genesis.  What did Abraham do in faith?  (verses 8-9)  Abraham lived 
as a nomad who wandered in the desert.  What was his hope?  (verse 10)  How were Sarah and Abraham able to have a child, 
even though they were “as good as dead”?  (verses 11-12)  It’s easy to read about Abraham and think, well, of course, God came 
to him face to face and made promises.  And yet, did Abraham receive the fulfillment of that promise?  (verse 13)  He never 
found a place to live as at home.  (verse 14)  Why didn’t he just go back to where he came from?  (verse 15)  What is the city that 
God prepared for them?  (verse 16—see Revelation 21-22)  Think of all that happened in the history of Israel and the people of 
God after Abraham died.  In what way was all of this, including Jesus, part of the city that God prepared for Abraham?  For us? 

 

 
 

L  The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                  “Alleluia”                                                              pg. 188 
 
 Alleluia.  Lord to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia.  Alleluia, alleluia.   
Alleluia.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
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*GOSPEL                                                                                                                                 Luke 12:32-40 

P The holy gospel according... 

C Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. Instead of facing 
life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always ready to receive from God and to 
give to others. 

 
[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear 
out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
  35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for their 
master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as 
he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; 
truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve 
them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed 
are those slaves. 
  39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 
would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 
Reflection 
What is the promise in this text?  (verse 32)  How is it related to God’s promise to 
Abraham?  Why does Jesus urge his disciples to “sell your possessions and give alms…” in 
preparation for the kingdom?  (verses 33-34)  What else are we supposed to do?  (verses 35-36)  
What does Jesus say will happen to those slaves who are ready?  (verses 37-38)  Is this a joke?  
What master is going to come in and say, “Good!  You’re ready for me!  Let me serve you!”  
That’s not usually how it works!  How will we know when to expect the Lord to come back and 
expect us to be ready?  (verses 39-40)  Are you ready now?  How is Abraham our model for this 
way of being ready? 
  

 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                         Kris Langdon 
 
SERMON                              “Where Does Your Heart Find Its Home?"                    Rev. Jim Pierce 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                           “Come As a Child”                                    
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When parents brought children for Jesus to bless 
His followers noticed His need for rest. 
And, knowing children, noisy at play,  
They said to the parents, 
“Please take them away”! 
 
But Jesus said, “Bring the children to me! 
The Kingdom of Heaven is theirs, you see”. 
And holding them close, 
He blessed them and smiled. 
“Who ever would enter must come as a child”. 
 
“Let the children come to me. 
The kingdom of heaven belongs to them. 
You must be open to joy and love, 
and come as children do.” 
 
The children I know are noisy, it’s true; 
Inquisitive, open, and loving too. 
So maybe God’s Kingdom is meant to be  
a circle of love, 
filled with people like me!  
 
“Let the children come to me.   
The kingdom belongs to them. 
You must be open to joy and love, 
and come as children do. 
And come as children do. 
 
 HOLY BAPTISM of Watson Jack Newman                                                                           pg. 227 
 
 
 
*PRAYER SONG                                              “Seek Ye First” 
 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And His righteousness 
And all these things 
Shall be added unto you 
Allelu alleluia 
 
Ask and it shall be given unto you 
Seek and ye shall find 
Knock and the door 
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Shall be opened unto you 
Allelu alleluia 
 
 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church, those in need, and all 
of your creation. 

A brief silence. 

Merciful God, you know your church. Guard and keep the whole body of Christ. Increase in us 
strength, love, and peace so that we are a blessing to the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful Creator, you know the work of your hands. Guard and keep your creation. Bless the 
work of those who tend the earth’s resources and who seek to provide abundantly for all. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful King, you know the nations, and you are the head of every ruler and authority. Guard 
and keep the world in justice and mercy, and let the words of your mouth bring peace on earth. 
Your kingdom come. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful Lord, you know our needs. Guard and keep those who are hungry, those who are 
victims of violence or oppression, and those who are weary from illness especially Jim, Phil, 
Karen, Dorothy, Linda, Trina, Elaine, Andrew, Adison, Melissa, Whitney Kate, and for those we 
name before you aloud or silently in our hearts (pause for 10 seconds). Give us today our daily 
bread. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful God, you know our congregation. Guard and keep those who enrich us with the gift of 
music in this place, proclaiming the gospel in song. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful Lord, you know your saints. Guard and keep those faithful departed (especially). 
Inspire our confidence in you until that day when we are all raised in the power and glory of 
Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, by the power of 
your Holy Spirit. 
Amen! 
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you! 
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OFFERTORY                                  “Have No Fear, Little Flock”                                               ELW 764                                       
 
Have no fear, little flock; 
have no fear, little flock, 
for the Father has chosen to give you the kingdom; 
have no fear, little flock! 
 
Have good cheer, little flock;  
have good cheer, little flock,  
for the Father will keep you in his love forever; 
have good cheer, little flock! 
 
Praise the Lord high above; 
praise the Lord high above, 
for he stoops down to heal you, upleft and restore you; 
praise the Lord high above! 
 
Thankful hearts raise to God; 
thankful hearts raise to God, 
for he stays close beside you, in all things works with you; 
thankful hearts raise to God! 
 
 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                              “Give Thanks ”   
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart,  

 give thanks to the Holy One, 

 give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. 

 Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

 give thanks to the Holy One, 

 give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. 

 

 And now let the weak say, “I am strong,”  

 let the poor say, “I am rich,” 

 because of what the Lord has done for us. 

 And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” 

 let the poor say, “I am rich,” 

 because of what the Lord has done for us. 

 Give thanks! 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P Blessed are you, O God, 

C for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are given to share, and for this 
bread and wine.  Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and 
drink, our lives may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord.  Amen! 
 

*DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                                                  pg. 190 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
full of your glory. 
Hosana, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosana, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

* LORD'S PRAYER 
 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

  
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P God invites you to this table of bounty.  Come, the banquet is ready. 
 

COMMUNION  
 

*BLESSING 

  P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

C  Amen! 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P O God, 

C in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with 
words of mercy, and fed us at your table.  Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to 
love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the 
earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.  Amen! 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 

P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, 
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and abound in thanksgiving; 

and the blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C Amen! 
 
 
*SENDING SONG                                          “Baptized” 

 
Baptized into the death of Christ and raised again to new life, 
Baptized into the death of Christ and raised again ito new life 
Down, down, down, I was sinking deep in sin; 
killing me, killing me from deep within. 
He put me to death that day 
and the family of God  stood up to say: 
 
Baptized into the death of Christ and raised again to new life, 
Baptized into the death of Christ and raised again ito new life 
 
Down, down, down, in the water, down I went; 
lifted up in a brand new covenant. 
They made a sign on my brow 
and I’ll do it again to remember now. 
 
Baptized into the death of Christ and raised again to new life, 
Baptized into the death of Christ and raised again ito new life 
 
Sing, sing, sing, to the ones who have not heard. 
We’ve been washed in the water and the Word. 
We’ll sing with every breath. 
We will share his life like we’ve shared his death. 
 
Baptized into the death of Christ and raised again to new life, 
Baptized into the death of Christ and raised again ito new life 
 
 

*DISMISSAL   

P Go in peace.  Christ is sending you! 

C Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 
 


