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Sunday, June 30, 2019 
Third Sunday After Pentecost 

 
PRELUDE                                                  “Lord, Here I Am”                                          John Ness Beck 
 

*GATHERING SONG                      “Praise to You, O God of Mercy”                                       ELW 208 
 

1 Praise to you, O God of mercy: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 Raising high the weak and lowly: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 

2 From of old you loved and sought us: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 Truth and justice you have taught us: 
 thanks be to you forever! 

Bridge 
 Strong is your faithfulness, 
 strong is your love, 
 rememb'ring your covenant of life with us. 
 

3 Praise to you, O God of mercy: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 Raising high the weak and lowly: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 Thanks be to you forever! 
 
*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                           “Glory to God”  vs 1 
Refrain 

Glory to God, 
glory to God, 
glory to God in the highest 
and on earth 
peace to people of good will.  (repeat) 
 

We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks 
for your great glory, 
Lord God, 
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heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father.  Refrain 

 

Coda 
Glory to God, glory to God, 
glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
Amen, amen, amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Sovereign God, 

C ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us 
faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may 
steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
FIRST READING                                                                                                      1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 
 

In the story preceding today’s reading, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the security of God’s 
mountain. There the Lord reveals to Elijah that there are still other faithful people in Israel and 
commissions him to anoint new leaders, including his own successor, Elisha. 
 

15Then the LORD said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when 

you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of 

Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as 

prophet in your place. 

  19So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were 

twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw 

his mantle over him. 20He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my 

mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what have I 

done to you?” 21He returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; 

using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. 

Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant. 
 

Reflection 

This text follows Elijah’s triumph in slaughtering the prophets of Baal, which resulted in Queen 
Jezebel’s oath to kill Elijah, which understandably causes Elijah to flee, and wonder what in the 
world he’d been doing to take on Jezebel.  (See the story in 1 Kings 18:20-19:14.)  He feels that 
he might as well lay down and die.  But God has other plans for him.  What are they?  (verses 
15-16)  One of the things he is to do is to find his own replacement.  Who does he find?  (verse 
19)  What is Elisha’s response to this call?  (verse 20)  Elijah again wonders if he’s made a 
mistake.  What does Elisha, a farmer, do with his oxen?  (verse 21)  Would you be willing to give 
up your livelihood to follow if you were called? 
 

PSALM 16  

 1Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you; 

  I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.” 



3 

 

 

 2All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land, 

  upon those who are noble a- | mong the people. 

 3But those who run after | other gods 

  shall have their troubles | multiplied. 

 4I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods, 

  never take their names up- | on my lips.  

 5O LORD, you are my portion | and my cup; 

  it is you who up- | hold my lot. 

 6My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land; 

  indeed, I have a | rich inheritance. 

 7I will bless the LORD who | gives me counsel; 

  my heart teaches me night | after night. 

 8I have set the LORD al- | ways before me; 

  because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken.  

 9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices; 

  my body also shall | rest in hope. 

 10For you will not abandon me | to the grave, 

  nor let your holy one | see the pit. 

 11You will show me the | path of life; 

  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for- | 

evermore.  
 

Reflection 

In this psalm, the psalmist rejoices in God’s call to follow.  What clues do we have that the 
psalmist has chosen to listen to God above all?  (verses 1-2, 5, 7, 8)  What choices to others 
make?  (verses 3-4)  What kind of confidence does the psalmist have in God?  (verses 9-11)  
Have you ever felt God’s call? 
 

SECOND READING                                                                                                      Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
 

For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the invitation 
to be what we could not be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ’s Holy Spirit produce a 
different kind of life, one marked by the fruit of this Holy Spirit. 
 

1For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 

slavery. 

  13For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 14For the whole 

law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15If, 

however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 

  16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For what the flesh 

desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are 

opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18But if you are led by the 

Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, 

impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, 

dissensions, factions, 21envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as 

I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
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  22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24And those who 

belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live by the 

Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 
 

Reflection 

What does freedom mean to Paul in writing to the Galatians?  What is the slavery that they 
have been freed from?  (verse 1)  Sometimes we take “freedom” to mean we can do whatever 
we want.  What is Paul’s definition of freedom?  (verses 13-14)  What happens when people do 
whatever they want, no matter what it does to others?  (verse 16)  What does “flesh” mean in 
this context?  (verses 16-21)  We sometimes think of “flesh” as meaning sexual sins.  Perhaps, 
but more than that, they are ways of being selfish and pitting ourselves against others.  What 
do the works of the flesh lead to?  (verse 21)  What is the fruit of the Spirit?  (verses 22-23)  
These are all connected—I don’t think you can have love and joy without generosity, kindness, 
and faithfulness.  How do we “get” the fruit of the Spirit?  (verses 24-25) 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                  “Alleluia! Give the Glory” 
 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
give the glory and the honor 
to the Lord! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
give the glory and the honor 
to the Lord! 

 
 *GOSPEL                                                                                                                                   Luke 9:51-62 
Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be swayed by 
pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a similar single-
mindedness. 
 

51When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he 

sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make 

ready for him; 53but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When 

his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come 

down from heaven and consume them?” 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went on 

to another village. 

  57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you 

go.” 58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 

Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first 

let me go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as 

for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let 

me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the 

plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
 

Reflection 
What do you think it means that the days drew near for Jesus to be “taken up”?  (See Acts 1)  
Why did he resolve to go to Jerusalem?  The Jews and Samaritans were enemies from centuries 
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before, partly because the Samaritans were the remnants of those of the twelve tribes who did 
not worship in Jerusalem.  So why did the Samaritan village refuse to receive Jesus?  (verses 52-
53)  What did James and John want to do to the village?  (verse 54)  What did Jesus do instead?  
(verses 55-56)  Jesus was not alone on this journey, not even only with the twelve disciples.  
Some seemed eager to go along with him—what did he tell them?  (verses 57-58)  He asked 
some to join him—what did one say?  (verses 56-61—sort of like Elisha.)  What is your response 
when Jesus calls you to follow him? 
 

SERMON                                                      "Seize the Day"                                                 Misty Coyle 
 

SONG OF THE DAY                                 “Be Thou My Vision”                                                ELW 793 
 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
 naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 
 thou my best thought by day and by night, 
 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
 Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tower, 
 raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my pow’r. 
 

3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 
 thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
 thou, and thou only, first in my heart, 
 great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

4 Light of my soul, after victory won, 
 may I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s Sun! 
 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
*APOSTLES’CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
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the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen! 
 

*PRAYER SONG                           “The Spirit Intercedes for Us” 
The Spirit intercedes for us 

 with sighs too deep  
for words to express.  
Oh, oh. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer our prayers for those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

For all followers of Christ; for the church and its ministers; and for the mission of the gospel, 
that all will know the gifts of the Holy Spirit, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

For the wilderness and deserts; for the rain forests and tundra; for native lands and farmland; 
and for all who tend the land, that God’s mighty work be seen in all creation, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

For those who govern in Canada and the United States; for those responsible for peace among 
people and nations; and for those who strive for freedom, that all are guided by Christ’s 
commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

For refugees in need of protection; for the homeless in need of shelter; for those who work in 
the summer’s heat; for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit especially Phil, Roxanna, 
Dorothy, Linda Trina, Elaine, Andrew, Adison, Melissa, Whitney Kate, and for those we name 
before you aloud or silently in our hearts (pause for 10 seconds, that God provide 
compassionate advocates and skilled medical professionals to aid them, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

For those who travel this summer; for those celebrating significant events in their lives; and for 
this community of faith, that the love of Christ be present in our joy and pleasure, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

In thanksgiving for those who now rest in the hope of the resurrection, that with them we 
receive assurance that God does not abandon us in any time or place, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before they are spoken. We commend 
these and all our prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
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Amen! 
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you! 
 

OFFERTORY                                                 “Glorify Thy Name” 
 

Father we love You 
We worship and adore You 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
 

Jesus we love You 
We worship and adore You 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
 

Spirit we love You 
We worship and adore You 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 

 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                              “Doxology” 
 

       Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him, above ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P Blessed are you, O God, 

C for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are given to share, and for this 
bread and wine.  Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and 
drink, our lives may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord.  Amen! 
 

*DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                                                   

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth  
are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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*LORD'S PRAYER 
 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

  
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P God invites you to this table of bounty.  Come, the banquet is ready. 
 

COMMUNION  
 

*BLESSING 

  P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

C  Amen! 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P O God, 

C in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with 
words of mercy, and fed us at your table.  Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to 
love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the 
earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.  Amen! 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 

P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, 
and abound in thanksgiving; 

and the blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C Amen! 
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*SENDING SONG                                       “This is My Song”                                                      ELW 887 
 

1 This is my song, O God of all the nations, 
a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 
This is my home, the country where my heart is; 
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 
but other hearts in other lands are beating 
with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 

 

2 My country's skies are bluer than the ocean, 
and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine. 
But other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 
and skies are ev'rywhere as blue as mine. 
So hear my song, O God of all the nations, 
a song of peace for their land and for mine. 

 

3 This is my prayer, O God of all earth's kingdoms, 
your kingdom come; on earth your will be done. 
O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you, 
and hearts united learn to live as one. 
So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations; 
myself I give you; let your will be done. 

 
*DISMISSAL   

P Go in peace.  Christ is sending you! 

C Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE                                           “Ye Servants of God”                                  Gordon Young 


