
1 

 

 

Sunday, June 9, 2019 
Day of Pentecost 

 
PRELUDE 
 

*GATHERING SONG                                     “As We Gather” 2x  
 

As we gather may Your Spirit work within us 
As we gather may we glorify Your name 
Knowing well that as our hearts 
Begin to worship 
We'll be blessed because we came 
We'll be blessed because we came 

 
*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                           “Here I Am to Worship” 

 

Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes let me see 
Beauty that made 
This heart adore You 
Hope of a life spent with You 
 

Refrain 
So here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 
And You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 

 

King of all days 
Oh so highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came 
To the earth You created 
All for love's sake became poor  Refrain 
 

And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross (repeat then to Refrain) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P God our creator, 

C the resurrection of your Son offers life to all the peoples of earth. By your Holy Spirit, 
kindle in us the fire of your love, empowering our lives for service and our tongues for 
praise, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen! 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                  “Alleluia! Give the Glory” 
 

C Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
give the glory  
and the honor 
to the Lord! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
give the glory  
and the honor 
to the Lord! 

 

L  Come to us, Spirit of God; 
come and fill our hearts 
with the fire of your love. 
 

C Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
give the glory  
and the honor 
to the Lord! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
give the glory  
and the honor 
to the Lord! 
 

(please see the end of this bulletin for the full readings and reflections) 
 

 *GOSPEL                                                                                                                     John 14:8-17 [25-27] 

P The holy gospel according... 

C Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

8Philip said to [Jesus,] “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
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the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
  15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides 
with you, and he will be in you. 
  25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I 
have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”  

 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

PENTECOST READING                                                                                                                Acts 2:1-21 
 

L The reading for the Day of Pentecost is from the book of Acts, the second chapter. 
 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 
the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear 
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 
wine.” 
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these 
are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
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 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

 
L  The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                                Donovan Jones and Jeremy Howe 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                            Eugene Lickenbrock 
 

SERMON                                            "Holy Spirit, Fall On Me"                          Rev. Roger Lenander 
 

SONG OF THE DAY                        “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness”                                            ELW 396 
 

Refrain 
 Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 
 blow through the wilderness calling and free; 
 Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 
 stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 
 then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 
 and over the eons you called to each thing: 
 "Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings."  Refrain 
 

 You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 
 and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 
 and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 
 then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.  Refrain 
 

 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 
 then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still; 
 and down in the city you called once again, 
 when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind.  Refrain 
 

 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. 
 From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams; 
 our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 
 With bold new decisions your people arise.  Refrain 
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*APOSTLES’CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen! 

 
*PRAYER SONG                           “Spirit of the Living God” 
 

Spirit of the Living God 
Fall fresh on me 
Spirit of the Living God 
Fall fresh on me 
Melt me mold me 
Fill me use me 
Spirit of the Living God 
Fall fresh on me 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. Enliven the church to speak your words of forgiveness and salvation in every 
language and tongue. Pour out your Spirit on witnesses of every age, gender, and nationality. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit. Send cooling breezes where people and creatures are suffering oppressive 
heat. Save the land from drought and wildfires. Bless the work of those who make it possible to 
harness the power of the sun and the wind. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Come, Holy Spirit. Dispel human arrogance and establish leaders who are humble of heart. 
Speak peace into all the world. Overcome prejudice and fear. Move us to support international 
aid organizations and those who provide aid to immigrants and refugees. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit. You hear us when we cry to you. Bring clarity and hope to those living with 
dementia, anxiety, depression, or addiction. Accompany those who feel weak and worn 
especially Phil, Roxanna, Dorothy, Linda Trina, Elaine, Andrew, Adison, Melissa, Whitney Kate, 
and for those we name before you aloud or silently in our hearts (pause for 10 seconds). Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit. Reveal your love through families of all shapes and sizes. Bring joy to 
coparents, single parents, and those without children. Bless extended families, foster families, 
adoptive families, and families of friends. Bring closure and healing to broken relationships. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit. You make us children of God and joint heirs with Christ. We praise you for all 
the saints who called on your name and who now know the fullness of your salvation. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving help, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen! 
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you! 
 
OFFERTORY SPECIAL MUSIC                                                          Donovan Jones and Jeremy Howe                                              

 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him, above ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P Risen One, 

C as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in this meal.  Nourish 
us to follow you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and all for your 
love’s sake.  Amen! 
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*DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, 
you pour out the fire of your Spirit, 
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
                                                                                                                  

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth  
are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest. 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
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and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
*LORD'S PRAYER 
 

P Gathered together in the resurrection, of our Lord. 
 

C Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen! 
  

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome table.  Alleluia! 
Come to the feast. 

 
COMMUNION SPECIAL MUSIC               "Christ is With Us"                           Benjamin Harlan 

         Sharmyn Thompson and Donovan Jones 
 

*BLESSING 

  P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

C  Amen! 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Living God, 

C you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of Christ, 
broken for us.  Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into 
the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 

P The blessing of the living God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
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surround and sustain you, 
keep you from harm, 
and fill you with courage. 

C Amen! 
 
*SENDING SONG                            “Build Your Kingdom Here” 
 

Come set Your rule and reign 
In our hearts again 
Increase in us we pray 
Unveil why we're made 
Come set our hearts ablaze with hope 
Like wildfire in our very souls 
Holy Spirit come invade us now 
We are Your church 
We need Your pow'r in us 
 

We seek Your kingdom first 
We hunger and we thirst 
Refuse to waste our lives 
For You're our joy and prize 
To see the captives' hearts released 
The hurt the sick the poor at peace 
We lay down our lives for heaven's cause 
We are Your church 
We pray revive this earth 
 

Refrain 
Build Your kingdom here 
Let the darkness fear 
Show Your mighty hand 
Heal our streets and land 
Set Your church on fire 
Win this nation back 
Change the atmosphere 
Build Your kingdom here we pray 

 
Unleash Your kingdom's pow'r 
Reaching the near and far 
No force of hell can stop 
Your beauty changing hearts 
You made us for much more than this 
Awake the kingdom seed in us 
Fill us with the strength and love of Christ 
We are Your church 
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We are the hope on earth  Refrain 
 
*DISMISSAL   

P You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 
 

Sunday, June 9, 2019 

Day of Pentecost  

Reflections by Juel Pierce 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                                                     Genesis 11:1-9 

The builders of the tower of Babel try to make a name for themselves by building their tower to 

the heavens. God scatters them, confusing their language so that they cannot understand one 

another. The miracle at Pentecost reverses this story, drawing many different peoples together 

into the new people of God. 
 

1Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as they migrated from the 

east, they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3And they said to one 

another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, 

and bitumen for mortar. 4Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with 

its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise we shall be scattered 

abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” 5The LORD came down to see the city and the tower, 

which mortals had built. 6And the LORD said, “Look, they are one people, and they have all one 

language; and this is only the beginning of what they will do; nothing that they propose to do 

will now be impossible for them. 7Come, let us go down, and confuse their language there, so 

that they will not understand one another’s speech.” 8So the LORD scattered them abroad from 

there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9Therefore it was called 

Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth; and from there the LORD 

scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth. 

 

Reflection 

What are the circumstances of language and culture at the beginning of this story?  (verse 1)  

Where did the people come from, and what did they decide to do?  (verses 2-4)  One of the 

interesting things about this text to me is that “the Lord came down” to see what was going 

on.  (verse 5)  What were the Lord’s concerns?  (verse 6)  What did the Lord decide to do?  (verse 

7)  What was the result?  (verses 8-9)  The word Babel is a play on the word for “to confuse,” 

and the notes in the Lutheran Bible suggest that it could also be a sarcastic pun aimed at 

Babylonia, which may have been the most powerful nation on earth when this story was written 

down.  What is wrong with having everyone in one place and speaking the same language?  

What was the purpose of the tower-builders?  One suggestion is that they were disobeying 

God’s command to fill the earth and take care of it.  (Genesis 1:28)  Another is that they wanted 

to be the ruler of everything, instead of servants of God.  Perhaps another is that when everyone 
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lives in the same place and speaks the same language, anyone who is different is excluded.  

What do you think? 

 

 

PSALM 104:24-34, 35b 

 24How manifold are your | works, O LORD! 

  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures. 

 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 

  living things both | small and great. 

 26There go the ships | to and fro, 

  and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 

 27All of them | look to you 

  to give them their food | in due season.  

 28You give it to them; they | gather it; 

  you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 

 29When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 

  when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 

 30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 

  and so you renew the face | of the earth. 

 31May the glory of the LORD en- | dure forever; 

  O LORD, rejoice in | all your works.  

 32You look at the earth | and it trembles; 

  you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 

 33I will sing to the LORD as long | as I live; 

  I will praise my God while I | have my being. 

 34May these words of | mine please God. 

  I will rejoice | in the LORD. 

 35bBless the LORD, | O my soul. 

  Hal- | lelujah!  

 

Reflection 

This psalm is another creation story.  What does “manifold” mean?  Some synonyms are 
abundant, many, diverse, varied.  It describes how God created the earth.  What are some of the 
diverse and varied creatures of God?  (verses 24-26)  What do these abundantly varied creatures 
have in common?  (verse 27)  How does God respond to them?  (verse 28)  What happens when 
these various creatures are not related directly to God?  (verse 29)  Did creation happen only 
once?  (verse 30)  What is the effect on God of the ongoing creation?  (verse 31)  When I think of 
the creatures of God, I tend to think of plants and animals.  This psalm reminds me that the 
whole earth, mountains, seas, everything is God’s creation.  What is the proper response to this 
meditation on God’s creation?  (verses 33-34, 35b) 
 

SECOND READING                                                                                                                      Acts 2:1-21 

Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he told his disciples they would be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Now, surrounded by signs of fire, wind, and a variety of languages in their midst, the people 

were amazed and astonished at Jesus’ promise coming true. 
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1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 

house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 

rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at 

this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 

native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 

from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 

speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 

“What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and 

all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are 

not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was 

spoken through the prophet Joel: 

 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

 and your young men shall see visions, 

  and your old men shall dream dreams. 

 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

   and they shall prophesy. 

 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 

  and signs on the earth below, 

   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 

  and the moon to blood, 

   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

 

Reflection 

Where were the disciples on the day of Pentecost, which is a Jewish harvest celebration?  (verse 

1)  What happened to them?  (verses 2-4)  What is the significance of wind, fire, and 

speech?  What was the response of the Jews gathered for Pentecost (50 days after the Passover; 

50 days after Easter)?  (verses 5-6)  What was the effect on them of hearing the Galilean 

disciples speaking in other languages?  (verse 7)  What was the purpose of the Spirit giving them 

the ability to speak in (and understand) other languages?  (verses 8-11)  How did the hearers 

respond?  (verses 12-13)  What was Peter’s response?  (verses 14-21)  Did you ever “hear” Peter 

speak this way in any of the Gospels?  What accounts for this?  Why did God “reverse” what 

happened at Babel?  What was the purpose of the disciples speaking in many languages?  (verse 

21) 
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GOSPEL                                                                                                                                      John 14:8-27 

Though the disciples struggle with Jesus’ nature and identity, they receive the promise that they 

too will be identified with God and God’s mission. Though he must leave them now, Jesus 

promises the coming of the Advocate whom God will send to comfort and enlighten them. 
 

8Philip said to [Jesus,] “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 

“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 

has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 

the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the 

Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 

me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, 

the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 

than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 

  15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides 

with you, and he will be in you. 

  25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all 

that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 

the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”  

 

Reflection 

What does Philip ask Jesus for?  (verse 8)  What is Jesus’ response?  (verses 9-10)  What is the 

testimony that Jesus calls on?  (verse 11)  How will people be able to know that the disciples 

(including us) are followers of Jesus?  (verses 13-14)  What does it mean to ask for anything in 

Jesus’ name?  What will Jesus give to his followers?  (verses 15-17)  Why is this Spirit of truth, 

the Advocate, what we want and need?  What is the other name for the gift that Jesus gives to 

us?  (verses 25-27)  When else have you heard Jesus tell his disciples (including us) not to be 

afraid?  What might we fear, if we did not have the gift of the Holy Spirit?   

 


