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Sunday, June 23, 2019 
Second Sunday After Pentecost 

 
PRELUDE                                                   “Trumpet Tune”                                                  Janet Linker 
 

*GATHERING SONG                                 “Here I Am, Lord” 
 

 "I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
 I have heard my people cry. 
 All who dwell in dark and sin 
 my hand will save. 
 I, who made the stars of night, 
 I will make their darkness bright. 
 Who will bear my light to them? 
 Whom shall I send?" 
 

Refrain 
 Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
 I have heard you calling in the night. 
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
 I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

 "I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
 I have borne my people's pain. 
 I have wept for love of them. 
 They turn away. 
 I will break their hearts of stone, 
 give them hearts for love alone. 
 I will speak my word to them. 
 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 
 

 "I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
 I will tend the poor and lame. 
 I will set a feast for them. 
 My hand will save. 
 Finest bread I will provide 
 till their hearts be satisfied. 
 I will give my life to them. 
 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 

 
*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                           “Glory to God”  vs 3 
 

Refrain 
Glory to God, 
glory to God, 
glory to God in the highest 
and on earth 
peace to people of good will.  (repeat) 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Refrain 

 

Coda 
Glory to God, glory to God, 
glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
Amen, amen, amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P O Lord God, 

C we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy set us free from the 
chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                                     “He”                                                          Jack Richards 

Dave Newman, soloist 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                                                         Isaiah 65:1-9 
 

The prophet announces God’s impatience. The people’s self absorption is idolatry, and images 
from pagan worship fill this reading. Like a vintner who crushes the grape to release the wine, 
God will use Israel’s exile to establish a new community of the faithful. 
 

 1I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, 

  to be found by those who did not seek me. 

 I said, “Here I am, here I am,” 

  to a nation that did not call on my name. 

 2I held out my hands all day long 

  to a rebellious people, 

 who walk in a way that is not good, 

  following their own devices; 

 3a people who provoke me 

  to my face continually, 
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 sacrificing in gardens 

  and offering incense on bricks; 

 4who sit inside tombs, 

  and spend the night in secret places; 

 who eat swine’s flesh, 

  with broth of abominable things in their vessels; 

 5who say, “Keep to yourself, 

  do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” 

 These are a smoke in my nostrils, 

  a fire that burns all day long. 

 6See, it is written before me: 

  I will not keep silent, but I will repay; 

 I will indeed repay into their laps 

  7their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together, 

 says the LORD; 

 because they offered incense on the mountains 

  and reviled me on the hills, 

 I will measure into their laps 

  full payment for their actions. 

 8Thus says the LORD: 

 As the wine is found in the cluster, 

  and they say, “Do not destroy it, 

  for there is a blessing in it,” 

 so I will do for my servants’ sake, 

  and not destroy them all. 

 9I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, 

  and from Judah inheritors of my mountains; 

 my chosen shall inherit it, 

  and my servants shall settle there. 
 

Reflection 

What is God’s “complaint” in this text?  (verse 1)  What was the response of the 

people?   (verses 2-5)  What will the Lord do to them?  (verses 6-7)  And yet…who will the Lord 

not destroy?  (verse 8)  Why?  If some do not want to respond to the Lord’s gracious love, who 

will?  (verse 9)  Are there ever times when we do not seek the Lord’s help, even though she is 

ready to be with us and answer us? 

 

Psalm 22:19-28 

 19But you, O LORD, be not | far away; 

  O my help, hasten | to my aid. 

 20Deliver me | from the sword, 

  my life from the power | of the dog. 

 21Save me from the | lion’s mouth! 

  From the horns of wild bulls you have | rescued me. 

 22I will declare your name | to my people; 

  in the midst of the assembly | I will praise you.  
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 23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give glory. 

  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off- | spring of Israel. 

 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the 

LORD‘s face hid- | den from them; 

  but when they cry out, | the LORD hears them. 

 25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 

 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever!  

 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 

 28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 

  who rules o- | ver the nations.  
 

Reflection 

What is the psalmist’s plea?  (verses 19-21)  What was the Lord’s answer?  Perhaps this psalm 

was written in response to those about whom God complained in our Isaiah text.  What is the 

psalmist’s exhortation?  (verses 22-23)  How did the psalmist experience God’s 

faithfulness?  (verse 24)  How does the psalmist celebrate this?  (verses 25-28) 

 
SECOND READING                                                                                                           Galatians 3:23-29 
 

For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that unites people not only with God but with other 
believers. Those who call themselves children of God experience a transformation that removes 
prejudices of race, social class, or gender in favor of true unity in Christ. 
 

23Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be 

revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be 

justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 
26for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27As many of you as were baptized 

into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no 

longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 
29And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise. 
 

Reflection 

What does it mean to be “imprisoned and guarded under the law”?  What does the law do to 

keep us safe?  (verses 23-25)  Why do children need a disciplinarian or guardian?  What happens 

to any such guardianship or parental rule when children become adults?  Paul’s argument here 

seems to be that when we are children of God through faith, we grow up into adulthood in the 

faith.  (verse 26)  What does it mean to you to be clothed in Christ? (verse 27) What happens to 

the differences that lead some to “discipline” others when we are in Christ?  (verses 28-29)  

Being in Christ sets us free from any human-inspired slavery or guardianship. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                  “Alleluia! Give the Glory” 
 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
give the glory and the honor 
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to the Lord! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
give the glory and the honor 
to the Lord! 

 
 *GOSPEL                                                                                                                                   Luke 8:26-39 
Jesus’ mission includes foreigners, and his authority extends to the casting out of demons. Some 
who witness Jesus’ work are seized with confusion and fear, but the man who was healed is 
commissioned to give testimony of God’s mercy and power. 
 

26Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite 

Galilee. 27As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time 

he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he 

fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, 

Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me”—29for Jesus had commanded the 

unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under 

guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the 

demon into the wilds.) 30Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for 

many demons had entered him. 31They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss. 

  32Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus 

to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33Then the demons came out of the man and 

entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 

  34When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the 

country. 35Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they 

found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his 

right mind. And they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been 

possessed by demons had been healed. 37Then all the people of the surrounding country of the 

Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat 

and returned. 38The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but 

Jesus sent him away, saying, 39“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for 

you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him. 
 

Reflection 

Where are Jesus and his disciples as this text begins?  (verse 26)  Note, this is not in Judea or 

Galilee, which are Jewish territories.  Who met Jesus when he came there?  (verse 27)  What was 

this man’s problem?  How had it become the community’s problem, do you imagine? (verse 29) 

Jesus commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man.  What was the response?  (verses 

28-29)  Why does Jesus ask the unclean spirit for its name?  (verse 30)  What kind of power do 

you have when you know someone’s name?  Where did the demons belong?  (verse 31)  Why 

didn’t they want to go there?  Where did they go instead?  (verses 32-33)  Why do you think the 

people in the city and in the country were afraid?  (verses 34-35)  What did they ask people to 

do?  (verses 36-37)  What did the man who was healed from the unclean spirit want to do?  

(verse 38)  What did Jesus tell him to do instead?  (verse 39)  We don’t talk much about demons, 

but we often recognize evil.  What power does evil have when it gets hold of someone?  How 

does Jesus deliver us from evil?   
 



6 

 

 

SERMON                                                  "Rules of Exclusion"                             Rev. Roger Lenander 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                               “One Bread, One Body”                                             ELW 496 
 

Refrain 
 One bread, one body, one Lord of all; 
 one cup of blessing which we bless, 
 and we, though many throughout the earth, 
 we are one body in this one Lord. 
 

 Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
 woman or man, no more.  Refrain 
 

 Many the gifts, many the works, 
 one in the Lord of all.  Refrain 
 

 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
 gathered to one for all.  Refrain 

 
*APOSTLES’CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen! 
 

*PRAYER SONG                           “The Spirit Intercedes for Us” 
 

The Spirit intercedes for us 
 with sighs too deep  

for words to express.  
Oh, oh. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer our prayers for those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

For all servants of the gospel, for the church throughout the world, and for all who sing the 
praise and glory of God, that through the gift of faith, all declare the wonderful name of Christ, 
let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

For the well-being of creation, for mountains and lakes, for fields and forests, and for plants and 
animals, that God lift up good stewards to care for the entire earth, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

For the nations and their rulers, for aid workers, and for people in war-torn areas (especially), 
that God raise up leaders and advocates to work for the equality of all, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

For all who cry out in need: the hungry and poor, the downtrodden and outcast, the grieving 
and the sick especially Phil, Roxanna, Dorothy, Linda Trina, Elaine, Andrew, Adison, Melissa, 
Whitney Kate, and for those we name before you aloud or silently in our hearts (pause for 10 
seconds),  that all know that God is near and hears their cries, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

For teachers preparing for the upcoming school year, for those who are traveling and absent 
from worship, and for those who visit our congregation, that God’s love lead them in their daily 
vocations, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

For all baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, including those who have died (especially). 
Confident that we belong to you in life and in death, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before they are spoken. We commend 
these and all our prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen! 
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you! 
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OFFERTORY                                                 “Glorify Thy Name” 
 

Father we love You 
We worship and adore You 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
 

Jesus we love You 
We worship and adore You 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
 

Spirit we love You 
We worship and adore You 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 

 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                              “Doxology” 
 

       Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him, above ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P Blessed are you, O God, 

C for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are given to share, and for this 
bread and wine.  Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and 
drink, our lives may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord.  Amen! 
 

*DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 



9 

 

 

*PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   
                                                                                                                 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth  
are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest. 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
*LORD'S PRAYER 
 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
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on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

  
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P God invites you to this table of bounty.  Come, the banquet is ready. 
 

COMMUNION  
 

*BLESSING 

  P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

C  Amen! 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P O God, 

C in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with 
words of mercy, and fed us at your table.  Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to 
love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the 
earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.  Amen! 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 

P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, 
and abound in thanksgiving; 

and the blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C Amen! 
 

*SENDING SONG                                  “How Great Thou Art”                                                   ELW 856 
 

 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
 consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
 I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
 thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed; 
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Refrain 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 
 how great thou art! How great thou art! 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 
 how great thou art! How great thou art! 
 

 When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
 I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
 when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
 and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;  Refrain 
 

 But when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
 sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
 that on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
 he bled and died to take away my sin;  Refrain 
 

 When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 
 and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
 Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
 and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!”  Refrain 

 
*DISMISSAL   

P Go in peace.  Christ is sending you! 

C Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 


