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Sunday, May 26, 2019 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
PRELUDE                                                  “Jesus Shall Reign”                                      James Mansfield    
 

*GATHERING SONG                      “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”                                     ELW 533 
vv. 1-2 All, vs. 3 Women, vs. 4 Men, vs. 5 All 

 
 Open now thy gates of beauty, 
 Zion, let me enter there, 
 where my soul in joyful duty 
 waits for God who answers prayer. 
 Oh, how blessed is this place, 
 filled with solace, light, and grace! 
 
 Gracious God, I come before thee; 
 come thou also unto me; 
 where we find thee and adore thee, 
 there a heav'n on earth must be. 
 To my heart, oh, enter thou, 
 let it be thy temple now! 
 
 Here thy praise is gladly chanted, 
 here thy seed is duly sown; 
 let my soul, where it is planted, 
 bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
 so that all I hear may be 
 fruitful unto life in me. 
 
 Thou my faith increase and quicken, 
 let me keep thy gift divine; 
 howsoe'er temptations thicken, 
 may thy word still o'er me shine 
 as my guiding star through life, 
 as my comfort in all strife. 
 
 Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, 
 let thy will be done indeed; 
 may I undisturbed draw near thee 
 while thou dost thy people feed. 
 Here of life the fountain flows; 
 here is balm for all our woes. 
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*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                           “Gloria, Gloria, Gloria”                                                  pg. 176 
 

Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high! 
Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high! 
And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God. 
And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God. 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Bountiful God, 

C you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your tree of life. 
Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another 
and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen! 

 
FIRST READING                                                                                                                         Acts 16:9-15 
 

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important 

person in the business community, whose heart has been opened by God to receive the gospel. 

Her conversion and baptism provide the impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi. 
 

9During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and 

saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10When he had seen the vision, we immediately 

tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good 

news to them. 

  11We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to 

Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 

Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13On the sabbath day we went outside 

the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke 

to the women who had gathered there. 14A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was 

listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened 

her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15When she and her household were 

baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay 

at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 
 

Reflection 

What was Paul’s vision?  (verse 9)  What was the significance of this vision for Paul and his 
companions?  (verse 10)  Philippi is the main city in Macedonia.   Do you recognize the name of 
Philippi?  (see Philippians 1:1)  Where did Paul and his companions go on the sabbath day?  
(verse 13)  Note that there was presumably no synagogue there—Paul went to a city that was 
mostly Gentile.  Who did they meet there?  (verse 14)  Who is Lydia?  I notice that she is 
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identified by her profession rather than her husband.  How does Lydia respond to Paul’s 
message?  (verse 15)  Have you ever had what felt to you to be a message from God?  Perhaps a 
vision, or perhaps “hunch” or a sense of direction.  How did you respond to it? 

 

PSALM 67 

 1May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 

  may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 

 2Let your way be known | upon earth, 

  your saving health a- | mong all nations. 

 3Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

  let all the | peoples praise you. 

 4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth. 

 5Let the peoples | praise you, O God; 

  let all the | peoples praise you. 

 6The earth has brought | forth its increase; 

  God, our own | God, has blessed us. 

 7May God | give us blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe. 
 

Reflection 

What is the psalmist’s prayer?  (verse 1)  For whom is the psalmist praying?  (verses 2-3)  What 
does the psalmist say about God’s “favorites”?  (verses 4-5)  How do we know the blessing 
called on by the psalmist comes from God?  (verses 6-7) 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                           Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5 
 

John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with God’s past 

actions. Yet in this new city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and the glory of God and the 

Lamb supplant sun and moon. 
 

10And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me 

the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 

  22I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23And 

the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is 

the Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory 

into it. 25Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26People will bring 

into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who 

practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

 22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the 

river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the 

leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any 

more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 
4they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And there will be no more night; 
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they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever 

and ever. 
 

Reflection 

This text is another vision.  What does the author envision?  (verse 10)  What does the text tell 
us about the holy city Jerusalem?  (verse 22)  How does the city get its light?  (verse 23)  Who 
else share the light of the city?  (verse 24)  What does this text say about the gates of the city?  
(verses 25-26)  Who may enter by the gates?  (verse 27)  What do you think happens to the 
“unclean” and “false” parts of those who try to enter the city?  Who are those who are written 
in the Lamb’s book of life?  As the angel directs John (who saw the vision) into the city, what 
does John see?  (22:1)  Where does the water for the river come from?  What is on both sides of 
the river?  (verse 2)  The river flowing through, and the tree of life remind us of the river flowing 
through Eden, the Garden made by God where everything is good.  (See Genesis 2:9-10)  What 
effect does the tree of life have?  What happens to anything “accursed”?  (verse 3)  What is on 
the foreheads of the servants of the Lamb?  (verse 4)  Remember that when you were baptized, 
the cross of Christ was marked on your forehead.  Who reigns in this holy city?  (verse 5)  There 
are some who use the book of Revelation as a threat of what will happen to those who do not 
believe the same way they do.  What is the promise that we read in this text? 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                  “Alleluia”                                                              pg. 179 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 *GOSPEL                                                                                                                                 John 14:23-29 
As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who 

will teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom 

God makes a home will experience a peace that overcomes fear. 
 

23Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father 

will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24Whoever does not 

love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father 

who sent me. 

  25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all 

that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 

the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28You heard me 

say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I 

am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29And now I have told you this 

before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.” 
 

Reflection 

The gospel of John is also like a vision.  What does Jesus promise in this text to his 
disciples?  (verse 23)  If someone does not hold onto the word of Jesus, what are they 
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rejecting?  (verse 24)  How do we who did not hear Jesus himself speak these words in the upper 
room hear and receive his word?  (verses 25-26)  What is the word that Jesus, leaves with us?  
(verse 27)  Why should the disciples not be afraid, even if Jesus was going away?  (verse 28)  
Why does he tell them before he goes?  (verse 29)  As we read the gospels, we discover that 
often the disciples did not understand what Jesus was saying until he went “away.”  How do we 
hear and believe his words? 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                            Eugene Lickenbrock 
 

SERMON                                                        "Changed"                                       Rev. Roger Lenander 
 

SONG OF THE DAY                     “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”                                              ELW 656 
 

 Blest be the tie that binds 
 our hearts in Christian love; 
 the unity of heart and mind 
 is like to that above. 
 
 Before our Father's throne 
 we pour our ardent prayers; 
 our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
 our comforts and our cares. 
 
 We share our mutual woes, 
 our mutual burdens bear, 
 and often for each other flows 
 the sympathizing tear. 
 
 From sorrow, toil, and pain, 
 and sin we shall be free; 
 and perfect love and friendship reign 
 through all eternity. 
 
*APOSTLES’CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen! 

 
*PRAYER SONG                           “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus” 
 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
look full in His wonderful face; 
and the things 
of earth will grow 
strangely dim 
in the light of his 
glory and grace. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

Prevail upon us with your Spirit. Convince us daily that you have called us to proclaim the good 
news of your grace. Let all who love you proclaim your word of life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Feed us with the bounty of your creation. Bless the earth with enough rain and sunshine for the 
flourishing of orchards, gardens, and fields. Give us thankful hearts as we share the fruit of the 
land with all who hunger. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

The leaves of your tree of life are for the healing of the nations. Bring an end to civil war, 
genocide, terrorism, and violence. Overcome divisions of race, politics, and religion. Mend 
relationships across borders and across oceans. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Our hearts are troubled and afraid. Visit us again with your peace. Comfort those facing 
uncertain futures: those who are unemployed or underemployed, those in difficult 
relationships, those with chronic pain, those waiting for news about their health, and those 
who are sick especially Phil, Roxanna, Dorothy, Linda Trina, Elaine, Andrew, Adison, Melissa, 
Whitney Kate, and for those we name before you aloud or silently in our hearts (pause for 10 
seconds).   Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We give you thanks for all who have died in service to nation. Inspire us to walk in your light 
and to live for the sake of freedom and justice for your children. Hear us, O God. 
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Your mercy is great. 
 

Open the gates of salvation to all who are written in your book of life. Lead us into the city that 
needs no light of sun or moon, where you will be our light forever. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving help, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen! 
 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you! 
 
OFFERTORY                                                “You Are Mine”                                                       ELW 581 

vs. 1, 2, Refrain, 4, Refrain 
 "I will come to you in the silence, 
 I will lift you from all your fear. 
 You will hear my voice, 
 I claim you as my choice. 
 Be still and know I am here." 
 

 "I am hope for all who are hopeless, 
 I am eyes for all who long to see. 
 In the shadows of the night, 
 I will be your light. 
 Come and rest in me." 
 

Refrain 
 "Do not be afraid, I am with you. 
 I have called you each by name. 
 Come and follow me, 
 I will bring you home; 
 I love you and you are mine." 
 

 "I am the Word that leads all to freedom, 
 I am the peace the world cannot give. 
 I will call your name, 
 embracing all your pain. 
 Stand up, now walk and live!"  Refrain 
 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                         “Jesus, Name Above All Names” 

Jesus name above all names 
Beautiful Savior glorious Lord 
Emmanuel God is with us 
Blessed Redeemer living Word 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P Risen One, 

C as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in this meal.  Nourish 
us to follow you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and all for your 
love’s sake.  Amen! 
 

*DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                                                          pg. 181 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God, 
God of might and power; holy is the Lord. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God, 
God of might and power; holy is the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna here on earth. 
Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna here on earth. 
Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
*LORD'S PRAYER 
 

P Gathered together in the resurrection, of our Lord. 
 

C Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen! 
  

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome table.  Alleluia! 
Come to the feast. 

 
*BLESSING 

  P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

C  Amen! 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Living God, 

C you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of Christ, 
broken for us.  Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into 
the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.  Amen! 
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*BENEDICTION 
 

P The blessing of the living God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
surround and sustain you, 
keep you from harm, 
and fill you with courage. 

C Amen! 
 
*SENDING SONG                                “Soon and Very Soon” 
 

Soon and very soon 
We are goin’ to see the King 
Soon and very soon 
We are goin’ to see the King 
Soon and very soon 
We are goin’ to see the King 
Hallelujah hallelujah 
We're goin’ to see the King 
 
No more cryin’ there 
We are goin’ to see the King 
No more cryin’ there 
We are goin’ to see the King 
No more cryin’ there 
We are goin’ to see the King 
Hallelujah hallelujah 
We're goin’ to see the King 

 
No more dyin’ there 
We are goin’ to see the King 
No more dyin’ there 
We are goin’ to see the King 
No more dyin’ there 
We are goin’ to see the King 
Hallelujah hallelujah 
We're goin’ to see the King 

 
Soon and very soon 
We are goin’ to see the King 
Soon and very soon 
We are goin’ to see the King 
Soon and very soon 
We are goin’ to see the King 
Hallelujah hallelujah 
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We're goin’ to see the King 
 
Ending 
Halle ooh ooh ooh ah 
Halle ooh ooh ooh ah 
Halle ooh ooh ooh ah 
Halle ooh ooh ooh ah 

 
*DISMISSAL   

P You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 


