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Sunday, May 19, 2019 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
PRELUDE                                         “For the Beauty of the Earth”      
 

*GATHERING SONG                          “Let All Things Now Living”                                             ELW 881 
 

 Let all things now living 
 a song of thanksgiving 
 to God the creator triumphantly raise, 
 who fashioned and made us, 
 protected and stayed us, 
 who still guides us on to the end of our days. 
 God's banners are o'er us, 
 God's light goes before us, 
 a pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 
 till shadows have vanished 
 and darkness is banished, 
 as forward we travel from light into light. 
  
 God rules all the forces: 
 the stars in their courses 
 and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
 the hills and the mountains, 
 the rivers and fountains, 
 the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
 We too should be voicing 
 our love and rejoicing; 
 with glad adoration a song let us raise 
 till all things now living 
 unite in thanksgiving: 
 "To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!" 
 
*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                            “Glorify Thy Name” 

vs 1 
Father we love You 
We worship and adore You 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
Glorify Thy name 
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Glorify Thy name 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P O God of peace, 

C you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the 
sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good 
that we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen! 

 
ANTHEM                                       “How Can I Keep From Singing?”                                  Andy Beck 

Chancel Choir 
FIRST READING                                                                                                                         Acts 11:1-18 
 

In defense of his earlier baptism of pagan believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of the 
Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus’ own 
testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized. 
 

1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted 

the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 
3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to 

explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw 

a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its 

four corners; and it came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts 

of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and 

eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my 

mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you 

must not call profane.’ 10This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to 

heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where 

we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and 

us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how 

he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is 

called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be 

saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the 

beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with 

water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the same gift that 

he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 
18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given 

even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 
 

Reflection 

This text comes right after Peter baptized the Gentiles (uncircumcised) in the household of 

Cornelius.  (Read this story in Acts 10.)  As often happens in the church, not everyone agreed 

with what Peter had done.  What was the criticism of the Jewish believers in Jesus?  (verses 1-3)  

How did Peter explain himself to them?  (verse 4)  Notice the retelling of the story from Acts 10 
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in verses 5-10, and then what Peter’s response to the men’s request was in verses 11-14.  What 

was the conclusion Peter made, which he shared with the believers in Judea?  (verses 15-17)  Did 

this convince the Jewish believers?  (verse 18)  What do you think might have happened to the 

church if they had decided Peter must stick to “the way we’ve always done it”?  Can you think of 

an example from our congregation when we’ve had to decide on a new way of doing 

things?  How will we know if we are being led by the Holy Spirit? 

 

PSALM 148 

 1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD| from the heavens; 

  praise God | in the heights. 

 2Praise the LORD, | all you angels; 

  sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven. 

 3Praise the LORD, | sun and moon; 

  sing praise, all you | shining stars. 

 4Praise the LORD, heav- | en of heavens, 

  and you waters a- | bove the heavens. 

 5Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 

  who commanded, and they | were created, 

 6who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever, 

  giving them a law that shall not | pass away.  

 7Praise the LORD| from the earth, 

  you sea monsters | and all deeps; 

 8fire and hail, | snow and fog, 

  tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will; 

 9mountains | and all hills, 

  fruit trees | and all cedars; 

 10wild beasts | and all cattle, 

  creeping things and | flying birds; 

 11sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, 

  princes and all rulers | of the world; 

 12young | men and maidens, 

  old and | young together.  

 13Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 

  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 

 14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful servants, 

  the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. | Hallelujah!  
 

Reflection 

This psalm is a call to praise the Lord.  Who is called on to praise the Lord?  (verses 1-4)  Why are 

these called to praise the Lord?  (verses 5-6)  Who else/what other things are called on to praise 

the Lord?  (verses 7-12)  Do any of these surprise you?  I’m not sure about the sea monsters in 

verse 7, and the fire and hail in verse 8.  What do all these have in common with us?  What does 

God give to us that gives us strength to praise the Lord?  (verse 14) 
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SECOND READING                                                                                                          Revelation 21:1-6 

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us 
already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then 
we will see the new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem. 
 

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 

the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying,  

 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 

 He will dwell with them; 

 they will be his peoples, 

 and God himself will be with them; 

 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

 Death will be no more; 

 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

 for the first things have passed away.” 

  5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he 

said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am 

the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift 

from the spring of the water of life.” 
 

Reflection 

What does John see in his vision?  (verses 1-2)  Why did the sea disappear?  Remember that the 

Israelites were a desert people.  They lived close to the ocean, but the stories in the Bible of 

redemption involve the people walking on dry land through the ocean, entering the promised 

land through the Jordan River, where they didn’t drown, and psalms which praise God for saving 

them from the depths of drowning.  What is the name of the holy city?  (verse 2)  A familiar 

name!  Where does God choose to dwell?  (verse 3)  Notice that God does not bring us up to 

heaven, but comes to live among us.  Where have we heard that story before?  (See Luke 2, for 

example.)  What is missing from this new Jerusalem?  (verse 4)  What does “the one who was 

seated on the throne” say?  (verse 5)  This has echoes for me with the story from Acts.  We who 

follow Jesus will do things in a new way!  What does this one say to John?  (verse 6)  This 

reminds me of Jesus’ last words from the cross in John 19:30.  What does it mean that Christ is 

the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end?  Do you remember what Jesus said as he 

was dying on the cross, before they gave him vinegar to drink?  (see John 19:28)  What do those 

who are thirsty receive from Christ?  (verse 6)  What is the difference between this water of life 

and the sea that threatens to drown the people?  How do we receive the water of life? 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks” 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, 
give thanks to the risen Lord; 
alleluia, alleluia,  
give praise to his name. 
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 *GOSPEL                                                                                                                                 John 13:31-35 
After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer, Jesus 
speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to death on the 
cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community. 
 

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 

glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 

glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and 

as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a 

new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 

one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” 
 

Reflection 

This text is part of Jesus’ final words to his disciples before he is arrested, tortured, and 

crucified.  How does Jesus describe this moment?  (verse 31)  Why does Jesus, through John the 

evangelist, speak of this the moment when he is being glorified?  What does Jesus’ glorification 

do for us?  Where is Jesus going that we cannot come?  (verse 33)  What is his new 

commandment?  (verse 34)  How are we to carry out this new commandment?  How will people 

know that we are Jesus’ disciples?  (verse 35)  I can think of so many ways in which we do not 

carry out Jesus’ command to love one another.  How then is it that we can be Jesus’ 

disciples?  Who gives us the power to be the disciples of Jesus? 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                           Misty Coyle 
 

SERMON                                          "Dispensing With Profanity"                     Rev. Roger Lenander 
 

SONG OF THE DAY                    “How Deep The Father’s Love For Us” 
 

How deep the Father's love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory 
 
Behold the Man upon a cross 
My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life 
I know that it is finished 
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I will not boast in anything 
No gifts no pow’r no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from His reward 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom 

 
*APOSTLES’CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen! 

 
*PRAYER SONG                           “Cares Chorus” 
 

I cast all my cares upon You 
I lay all of my burdens 
Down at Your feet 
And anytime that I don't know 
What to do 
I will cast all my cares upon You 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

A brief silence. 



7 

 

 

Send your Holy Spirit upon your church. Awaken in us renewed commitment to our baptismal 
promises: to build community, to worship together, to share our faith, to serve others, and to 
work for justice and peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Forgive us for the ways we have caused creation to suffer. Inspire creativity as we explore new 
ways of reducing our consumption of earth’s resources. Restore forests and waterways. 
Replenish the habitats of all endangered and threatened species. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Call all nations to the repentance that leads to life. Empower legislators to craft laws reflecting 
your commandments to love and serve. Bless police officers, firefighters, paramedics, and first 
responders who put themselves at risk to care for others. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Make your home among us and shelter us from storms of death, mourning, crying, and pain. 
Draw near to those who weep and to those who are lonely. Restore health and wholeness to 
those who suffer especially Andrew, Phil, Roxanna, Dorothy, Trina, Linda, Elaine, and for those 
we name before you aloud or silently in our hearts (pause for 10 seconds).  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We give you thanks for those who carry out the ministry of hospitality: greeters, ushers, those 
who make coffee and bake cookies, all who welcome newcomers and care for children, and all 
who extend a hand of peace to neighbors. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You promise new life for all the faithful departed. Renew us in faith and hope until the day 
death is no more, when you will dwell with us in the new heaven and earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving help, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen! 
 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you! 
 
OFFERTORY                                           “Bind Us Together” 

 

Bind us together Lord 
Bind us together with cords 
That cannot be broken 
Bind us together Lord 
Bind us together Lord 
Bind us together with love 
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There is only one God 
There is only one King 
There is only one body 
That is why we can sing 
 
Bind us together Lord 
Bind us together with cords 
That cannot be broken 
Bind us together Lord 
Bind us together Lord 
Bind us together with love 

 
You are the fam’ly of God 
You are the promise divine 
You are God's chosen desire 
You are the glorious new wine 

 
Bind us together Lord 
Bind us together with cords 
That cannot be broken 
Bind us together Lord 
Bind us together Lord 
Bind us together with love 

 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE  
 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heav'nly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P Risen One, 

C as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in this meal.  Nourish 
us to follow you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and all for your 
love’s sake.  Amen! 
 

*DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 

Holy, holy, holy  
Lord, God of hosts. 
Heav’n and earth  
are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he  
who comes in the name  
of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
*LORD'S PRAYER 
 

P Gathered together in the resurrection, of our Lord. 
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C Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen! 
  

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome table.  Alleluia! 
Come to the feast. 

 
*BLESSING 

  P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

C  Amen! 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Living God, 

C you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of Christ, 
broken for us.  Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into 
the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 

P The blessing of the living God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
surround and sustain you, 
keep you from harm, 
and fill you with courage. 

C Amen! 
 
*SENDING SONG                                “Let There Be Praise” 
 

Refrain 
Let there be praise 
Let there be joy in our hearts 
Sing to the Lord 
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Give Him the glory 
Let there be praise 
Let there be joy in our hearts 
Forevermore let His love fill the air 
And let there be praise 

 
He inhabits the praise of His people 
And dwells deep within 
The peace that He gives none can equal 
His love it knows no end 
So lift your voices with gladness sing 
Proclaim through all the earth 
That Jesus Christ is King  Refrain 
 
When the Spirit of God is within us 
We will overcome 
In our weakness His strength will defend us 
When His praise is on our tongue 
So lift your voices with gladness sing 
Proclaim through all the earth 
That Jesus Christ is King  Refrain 
 
Ending 
And let there be praise 
And let there be praise 

 
*DISMISSAL   

P You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 


