
1 

 

 

Sunday, May 12, 2019 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 
PRELUDE                                                       “Psalm 23”                                          Michael Burkhardt 
 

*GATHERING SONG                              “Blessing and Honor”                                                   ELW 854   
vv. 1-3 

 Blessing and honor and glory and pow'r, 
 wisdom and riches and strength evermore, 
 be to the Lamb who our battle has won, 
 whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the throne; 
 whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the throne! 

 
 Let all the heavens sound forth Jesus' name; 

 let all the earth sing his glory and fame. 
 Ocean and mountain, stream, forest, and flow'r 
 echo his praises and tell of his pow'r; 
 echo his praises and tell of his pow'r. 

 
 Ever ascending the song and the joy, 
 ever descending the love from on high; 
 blessing and honor and glory and praise-- 
 this is the theme of the hymns that we raise; 
 this is the theme of the hymns that we raise. 
 
*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                            “Blessing and Honor”                                                 ELW 854   

vs. 4 
 Give we the glory and praise to the Lamb! 
 Take we the robe and the harp and the palm; 
 sing we the song of the Lamb who was slain, 
 dying in weakness and rising to reign; 
 dying in weakness and rising to reign! 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P O God of peace, 

C you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the 
sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good 
that we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, 
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through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen! 

 
FIRST READING                                                                                                                         Acts 9:36-43 
Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness 

and her work with clothing was well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill 

and died, Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer. 
 

36Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She 

was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At that time she became ill and died. When they 

had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, 

who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without 

delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room 

upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that 

Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt 

down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, 

and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints 

and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This became known throughout Joppa, and many 

believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a 

tanner. 
 

Reflection 

Where does this story take place?  (verse 36)  Who is Tabitha, also known by her Greek name, 
Dorcas?  What do we know about her?  What happened to her?  (verse 37)  Who did the people 
in Tabitha’s/Dorcas’s community send for?  (verse 38)  The text doesn’t tell us, but what do you 
think they expected?  Who told him about Dorcas (the text uses her Greek name)?  (verse 39)  
What did Peter do then?  (verse 40)  Then he spoke to Dorcas’s body.  What did he say?  What 
happened then?  (verse 41)  This story reminds us of the story in Luke 8:51-55, the raising of 
Jairus’s daughter.  To whom did Peter pray?  What was the result of this miracle?  (verse 42)  
With whom did Peter stay in Joppa?  (verse 43)  One commentator I read pointed out that this 
house would have been easy to find, not only because it was by the seaside (see Acts 10:5) but 
because of the smell of Simon’s work!  Do you know of any people in our congregation who are 
like Dorcas?  I do!  I give thanks for you who remind me of Dorcas! 
 

PSALM 23 

 1The LORD| is my shepherd; 

  I shall not | be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

  and leads me be- | side still waters. 

 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
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  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.  
 

Reflection 

This is perhaps the most famous psalm in the Bible.  Even people who don’t read the Bible know 
at least the first verse.  Sometimes it’s easy to assume that we know texts such as “The Lord is 
my sheperd” so well that we don’t even have to think about them.  That’s part of what it means 
to know something “by heart.”  It’s in our hearts even when our minds don’t work on saying it.  
But even better is knowing it by heart and also with our minds.  As you read this psalm this 
week, what part of it speaks to you particularly?  Sometimes the verse about the Lord being 
with us even through the darkest valley is the one that helps me.  Sometimes I’m looking for still 
waters, or right paths.  What about you? 

 
PSALM ANTHEM                                  “Shepherd Me, O God”                                     Marty Haugen 

Chancel Choir 
David Bezona, Karen Jensen, and Brenda Bass, soloists 

 
SECOND READING                                                                                                          Revelation 7:9-17 
 

Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the lamb 

who vanquishes sin and suffering, in whose blood the saints have washed their robes and made 

them white. 
 

9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 

from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed 

in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,  

 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, 

and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing,  

 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

 and thanksgiving and honor 

 and power and might 

 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

  13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where 

have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, 

“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

  and worship him day and night within his temple, 

  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

  the sun will not strike them, 

  nor any scorching heat; 

 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
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  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 

Reflection 

We often think about the violent scenes in Revelation.  (See for example chapters 6 and 8.)  
Chapter 7 is a scene of rejoicing.  Although John has been told to expect to see who have been 
“sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”  (This is from the 
baptismal service, and it is true of each of us who have been baptized.  How many were there to 
be?  (See Rev. 7:4)  After John saw that many, how many did John see?  (verse 9)  Where were 
this multitude from?  What was their refrain?  (verse 10)  What was the song of the 
angels?  (verses 11-12)  When do we sing these very same songs?  (See page 101 in the red 
hymnal, for example—we call it “The Feast of Victory.”)  One of the elders introduces John to 
those robed in white.  (verses 13-14)  What do they do?  (verse 15)  What are they protected 
from?  (verse 16)  What does the Lamb do?  (verse 17)   

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks” 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, 
give thanks to the risen Lord; 
alleluia, alleluia,  
give praise to his name. 

 
 *GOSPEL                                                                                                                                 John 10:22-30 
Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the Father 

are one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will never be 

snatched from his hand. 
 

22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus 

was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and 

said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 
25Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s 

name testify to me; 26but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My sheep 

hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never 

perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father has given me is greater than 

all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are one.” 
 

Reflection 

Where is Jesus in this text?  (verses 22-23))  What do the Jews (that is, their leaders) want to 
know?  (verse 24)  What is Jesus’ response to their challenge?  (verse 25)  Why does he say they 
do not believe?  (verse 26)  What do the “sheep” following the Good Shepherd do?  (verse 27)  
To where/what/what kind of life do the sheep follow Jesus?  (verse 28)  What/who protects 
them?  (verse 29)  What does Jesus claim as his relationship to the Father? (verse 30)  In the next 
verse, the Jewish leaders try to stone Jesus.  What has he said that is so challenging to them?  
This presents us, as we follow Jesus, with a stark choice.  Either Jesus is one with God his Father, 
or he is a blasphemer.  According to John, there are no middle choices.  Who do you say that 
Jesus is? 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                            Eugene Lickenbrock 
 
SERMON                                                    “Circle of Love”                                   Rev. Roger Lenander 

 
SONG OF THE DAY                    “Children of the Heavenly Father”                                     ELW 781 

Jim Bunge, violin 
 

 Children of the heav'nly Father 
 safely in his bosom gather; 
 nestling bird nor star in heaven 
 such a refuge e'er was given. 
 

 God his own doth tend and nourish, 
 in his holy courts they flourish. 
 From all evil things he spares them, 
 in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 

 Neither life nor death shall ever 
 from the Lord his children sever; 
 unto them his grace he showeth, 
 and their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 

 Though he giveth or he taketh, 
 God his children ne'er forsaketh; 
 his the loving purpose solely 
 to preserve them pure and holy. 
 
*APOSTLES’CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen! 
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*PRAYER SONG                           “Cares Chorus” 
 

I cast all my cares upon You 
I lay all of my burdens 
Down at Your feet 
And anytime that I don't know 
What to do 
I will cast all my cares upon You 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

Shine your light through this and every congregation. Reveal to us the light of your salvation in 
places of hopelessness and decay. Anoint us and make us overflow with goodness and mercy. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We give thanks for gentle rains that nourish green pastures and rejuvenate rivers and streams. 
Provide clean water for thirsty people, animals, and crops. Heal places suffering destruction 
caused by floods, typhoons, storms, and mudslides. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Empower authorities to be faithful shepherds who lead nations in pathways of righteousness 
and peace. Disrupt and deter the work of terrorists, religious and political extremists, and all 
who would choose the way of violence over the way of mercy. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Give strength and perseverance to those facing struggles of hunger or thirst, unemployment or 
homelessness, chronic illness or anxiety. Watch over our brothers and sisters in need of you 
healing touch: especially Phil, Roxanna, Dorothy, Trina, Linda, Elaine, and for those we name 
before you aloud or silently in our hearts (pause for 10 seconds).  Be our never-failing voice of 
comfort through all the trials of this life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Raise up faithful women as witnesses to your strength and compassion. Bless mothers and all 
who offer mothering care. Protect victims of sexism, abuse, and gender-based violence. Restore 
dignity to those marginalized because of their gender identity or sexual orientation. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Salvation belongs to you, O God. You promise to wipe away every tear. Give us the assurance 
that all who live and die in you will rest forever beside the river of life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



7 

 

 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving help, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen! 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you! 
 
OFFERTORY                                                 “My Tribute” 

(To God Be the Glory) 
 

How can I say thanks  
for the things 
You have done for me? 
Things so undeserved, 
yet You give  
to prove Your love for me. 
The voices of a million angels 
could not express my gratitude; 
All that I am and ever hope to be, 
I owe it all to Thee. 
 

To God be the glory; 
To God be the glory, 
To God be the glory 
For the things He has done. 
With His blood  
He has saved me, 
With His pow'r  
He has raised me, 
To God be the glory 
For the things He has done. 
 

Just let me live my life, 
Let it be pleasing Lord, to Thee; 
And should I gain any praise, 
Let it go to Calvary. 
With His blood  
He has saved me, 
With His pow'r  
He has raised me, 
To God be the glory 
For the things He has done. 
 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE (the final refrain of the Offertory)  
 

Just let me live my life, 
Let it be pleasing Lord, to Thee; 



8 

 

 

And should I gain any praise, 
Let it go to Calvary. 
With His blood  
He has saved me, 
With His pow'r  
He has raised me, 
To God be the glory 
For the things He has done. 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P Risen One, 

C as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in this meal.  Nourish 
us to follow you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and all for your 
love’s sake.  Amen! 

 
*DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

Holy, holy, holy  
Lord, God of hosts. 
Heav’n and earth  
are full of your glory. 
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Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he  
who comes in the name  
of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
*LORD'S PRAYER 
 

P Gathered together in the resurrection, of our Lord. 
 

C Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen! 
  

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome table.  Alleluia! 
Come to the feast. 

 
COMMUNION SONG 
 

Lamb of God 
Lamb of God 



10 

 

 

you take away the sin, 
you take away the sin, 
you take away the sin of the world. 

 

Lamb of God 
Lamb of God 
you take away the sin, 
you take away the sin, 
you take away the sin of the world. 
 

Grant us peace, 
grant us peace, 
grant us peace 
grant us peace. 

 
*BLESSING 

  P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

C  Amen! 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Living God, 

C you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of Christ, 
broken for us.  Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into 
the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 

P The blessing of the living God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
surround and sustain you, 
keep you from harm, 
and fill you with courage. 

C Amen! 
 
*SENDING SONG                                “How Great Is Our God” 
 

The splendor of the King 
Clothed in majesty 
Let all the earth rejoice 
All the earth rejoice 
He wraps Himself in light 
And darkness tries to hide 
And trembles at His voice 
And trembles at His voice 
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Refrain 

How great is our God 
Sing with me 
How great is our God 
And all will see how great 
How great is our God 

 
And age to age He stands 
And time is in His hands 
Beginning and the End 
Beginning and the End 
The Godhead three in one 
Father Spirit Son 
The Lion and the Lamb 
The Lion and the Lamb  Refrain x 2 

 
*DISMISSAL   

P You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 


