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Sunday, June 2, 2019 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 
PRELUDE                                   “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”                       Robert Hobby 
 

*GATHERING SONG                      “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”   
vv. 1, 2, 4 

Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God; 
he whose word cannot be broken 
formed you for his own abode. 
On the Rock of Ages founded, 
what can shake your sure repose? 
With salvation's walls surrounded, 
you may smile at all your foes. 
 

See the streams of living waters, 
springing from eternal love, 
well supply your sons and daughters 
and all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint while such a river 
ever flows their thirst assuage? 
Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, 
never fails from age to age. 
 

Savior, since of Zion's city 
I, through grace, a member am, 
let the world deride or pity, 
I will glory in your name. 
Fading are the world’s best pleasures, 
all its bloated pomp and show; 
solid joys and lasting treasure 
none but Zion's children know. 

 
*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                           “Gloria, Gloria, Gloria”                                                  pg. 176 
 

Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high! 
Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high! 
And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God. 
And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God. 



2 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P O God, 

C form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what you 
command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our 
hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen! 

 
FIRST READING                                                                                                                       Acts 16:16-34 
 

The owners of a slave-girl who used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and Silas into jail for 

“healing” her and, consequently, ruining their business. In prison, Paul and Silas bring the good 

news of the gospel to the jailer and his family. 
 

16One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of 

divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While she followed 

Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to 

you a way of salvation.” 18She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, 

turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it 

came out that very hour. 

  19But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and 

Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20When they had brought 

them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21and 

are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” 22The crowd 

joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered 

them to be beaten with rods. 23After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into 

prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24Following these instructions, he put them in 

the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

  25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 

were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the 

prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were 

unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword 

and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul 

shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29The jailer called for lights, 

and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought them outside and 

said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you 

will be saved, you and your household.” 32They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who 

were in his house. 33At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then 

he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34He brought them up into the house and set 

food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 
 

Reflection 

This text comes in Acts right after Paul and Silas met Lydia and came to her home to stay.  Who 

did they meet “one day” as they were going to pray?  (verse 16)  What did she do that annoyed 

Paul?  (verse 17)  What did Paul do then?  (verse 18)  What happened then?  (verses 19-21)  Do 

you think it was right for Paul and Silas to interfere with their “property”?  The crowd was angry 

too, because (as notes in the Lutheran Bible say) Paul and Silas’s work was illegal, since Judaism 
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was recognized by Rome and Christianity wasn’t.  What did the magistrates do to them?  (verses 

22-24)  What happened to Paul and Silas in prison?  (verses 25-26)  What did they do about it?   

(verses 27-28)  Note: jailers who let their prisoners escape were expected to pay with their lives.  

What was the result of this?  (verses 29-34)  How do you hope you might response if you were 

sent to prison for your faith?  What might prepare you for this?  Can you think of others this 

happened to?  If not personally known to you, then historical figures?  How might we draw 

strength from their experiences? 

 

PSALM 97 

 1The LORD reigns; let the | earth rejoice; 

  let the multitude of the | isles be glad. 

 2Clouds and darkness sur- | round the LORD, 

  righteousness and justice are the foundations | of God’s throne. 

 3Fire goes be- | fore the LORD, 

  burning up enemies on | every side. 

 4Lightnings light | up the world; 

  the earth | sees and trembles. 

 5The mountains | melt like wax 

  before the Lord of | all the earth. 

 6The heavens declare your righteous- | ness, O LORD, 

  and all the peoples | see your glory.  

 7Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight | in false gods! 

  Bow down before the LORD, | all you gods. 

 8Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Ju- | dah rejoice, 

  because of your judg- | ments, O LORD. 

 9For you are the LORD, most high over | all the earth; 

  you are exalted far a- | bove all gods. 

 10You who love the | LORD, hate evil! 

  God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand | of the wicked. 

 11Light dawns | for the righteous, 

  and joy for the hon- | est of heart. 

 12Rejoice in the | LORD, you righteous, 

  and give thanks to God’s | holy name.  
 

Reflection 

The psalmist calls o the earth and all people to praise the Lord.  (verse 1)  Is it always possible to 

see God at work?  (verse 2)  Nevertheless, what do we know about the Lord and the rule of 

God?  Sometimes it seems as though the enemies of God are winning.  What does the psalmist 

say to that?  (verses 3-7)  Why can we rejoice in the Lord’s judgments?  (verses 8-9)  As 

worshippers of the Lord, what can we expect?  (verses 10-12)   
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SECOND READING                                                                             Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
 

The ascended Christ, hidden from our sight, promises to come again. We eagerly pray, “Come, 

Lord Jesus,” with all who respond to this invitation. 
 

12“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. 13I am 

the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 

  14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life and 

may enter the city by the gates. 

  16“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root 

and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 

 17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 

 And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 

 And let everyone who is thirsty come. 

 Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 

  20The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”  

  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

  21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 
 

Reflection 

This text is the last words of the last book of the bible.  What does the angel who speaks to John 
promise about the Lord’s coming?  (verses 12-13)  What does it mean to “wash their robes” so 
as to have the right to the tree of life and to enter the gates of the city?  (verse 14)  Who is 
Jesus?  Why is he sending his angel to speak with John?  (verse 16)  What is the promise to those 
who are thirsty and respond to the invitation of the Spirit?  (verse 17)  What do you think it 
means to us, who are reading these words nearly two thousand years after they were written, 
that the testimony is “Surely, I am coming soon”? (verse 20)  When will we see Jesus?  What do 
we receive from Jesus as members of the company of saints?  (verse 21) 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                  “Alleluia”                                                              pg. 179 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 *GOSPEL                                                                                                                                 John 17:20-26 
Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an intimate unity of identity 

with God. To be so identified with God means also to share in God’s mission: to proclaim the 

word that will bring others into this same unity. 
 

[Jesus prayed:] 20“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe 

in me through their word, 21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, 

may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you 

have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in them and you in 

me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me 

and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24Father, I desire that those also, whom you 

have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because 
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you loved me before the foundation of the world. 

  25“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you 

have sent me. 26I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with 

which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 
 

Reflection 

This text is part of Jesus’ prayer for his disciples before he leaves them to be glorified/to 

die.  Who is Jesus praying for in this particular text? (verse 20)  What does he pray for us?  

(verses 21-23)  What is his desire for us?  (verse 24) What do you think about Jesus praying to 

the Father for us, right here in our congregation?  This prayer is not simply that life will go well 

for us.  What especially does Jesus want for us?  (verses 25-26)  How will we live into this prayer 

of Jesus for us?  How does his praying inform our praying? 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                            Eugene Lickenbrock 

 

SERMON                                                "Captive For Jesus"                                Rev. Roger Lenander 
 

SONG OF THE DAY                               “All Are Welcome”                                                      ELW 641 
vv. 1, 3, 5 

 

 Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

 

 Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

 

 Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
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All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

 
*APOSTLES’CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen! 

 
*PRAYER SONG                           “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus” 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
look full in His wonderful face; 
and the things 
of earth will grow 
strangely dim 
in the light of his 
glory and grace. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

Bless diversity in worship and ministry across all nations and cultures. Unite us in Christ and 
keep us faithful in our calling to show your love to the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Pour out over all the earth the water of life as a gift. Wash the wounds of creation and restore 
all living things to wholeness. Protect ocean habitats, river ecosystems, and wetlands. Hear us, 
O God. 
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Your mercy is great. 
 

Give a spirit of collaboration to leaders of the nations, so that all people know safety, security, 
and dignity. Heal victims of torture and liberate those who are wrongfully imprisoned or 
detained. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Come quickly to the aid of your people. Give wisdom and the gift of calm to military, prison, 
hospital, and hospice chaplains who stand as signs of your abiding presence. Refresh all who 
thirst for love, hope, or healing especially Phil, Roxanna, Dorothy, Linda Trina, Elaine, Andrew, 
Adison, Melissa, Whitney Kate, and for those we name before you aloud or silently in our hearts 
(pause for 10 seconds).    Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Let your word fill our hearts and our homes. Bless all who teach us the faith: pastors and 
deacons, Sunday school and confirmation teachers, public theologians, mentors, curriculum 
writers, and publishers. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Hold all the saints in the grace of the Lord Jesus. Sustain weary souls with the promise that the 
morning star is coming soon to lead us into light. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving help, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen! 
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you! 
 
OFFERTORY                                                “I Come With Joy”                                                  ELW 482 
 

 I come with joy, a child of God, 
forgiven, loved, and free, 
the life of Jesus to recall 
in love laid down for me, 
in love laid down for me. 

 

 I come with Christians far and near 
to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love 
in Christ's communion bread, 
in Christ's communion bread. 

 

 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 
each proud division ends. 
The love that made us, makes us one, 
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and strangers now are friends, 
and strangers now are friends. 

 

 The Spirit of the risen Christ, 
unseen, but ever near, 
is in such friendship better known, 
alive among us here, 
alive among us here. 

 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                         “I Come With Joy”  vs. 5                                            ELW 482 
 

 Together met, together bound 
by all that God has done, 
we'll go with joy, to give the world 
the love that makes us one, 
the love that makes us one. 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P Risen One, 

C as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in this meal.  Nourish 
us to follow you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and all for your 
love’s sake.  Amen! 
 

*DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                                                  pg. 181 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God, 
God of might and power; holy is the Lord. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God, 
God of might and power; holy is the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna here on earth. 
Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna here on earth. 
Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
*LORD'S PRAYER 
 

P Gathered together in the resurrection, of our Lord. 
 

C Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen! 
  

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome table.  Alleluia! 
Come to the feast. 
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*BLESSING 

  P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

C  Amen! 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Living God, 

C you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of Christ, 
broken for us.  Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into 
the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 

P The blessing of the living God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
surround and sustain you, 
keep you from harm, 
and fill you with courage. 

C Amen! 
 
*SENDING SONG                                                     “Forever” 
 

Give thanks to the Lord 
Our God and King 
His love endures forever 
For He is good He is above all things 
His love endures forever 
Sing praise sing praise 
 
With a mighty hand 
And an outstretched arm 
His love endures forever 
For the life that's been reborn 
His love endures forever 
Sing praise sing praise 
 

Refrain 
Sing praise sing praise 
Forever God is faithful 
Forever God is strong 
Forever God is with us 
Forever forever 
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From the rising to the setting sun 
His love endures forever 
And by the grace of God 
We will carry on 
His love endures forever 
Sing praise sing praise  Refrain 

 
*DISMISSAL   

P You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 


