
Worship Survey Update and Actions 
 

At its April 11 meeting the Church Council reviewed additional analysis done on the worship survey 

data and settled on these action items in response to priorities in the survey. 
 

Worship:  Survey participants generally agree that Sunday worship meets their needs and is about the 

right length of time.  They did not overwhelmingly favor one “style” of worship over another.  Some 

prefer more contemporary, some more traditional and some are fine with the current blend but have 

suggestions for improvement.   
 

To address this, Pastor Lenander and staff involved in worship planning will host a conversation in 

June focused on what goes into worship planning and how decisions on service elements, music and 

instruments used are made.  Participants will be invited to ask questions, provide input and experi-

ence what goes into worship planning.  The intended result is two-fold:  participants will gain a better 

understanding of what is involved in worship planning; the planning team will gain insights into the 

impact their decisions make on worshipers. 
 

Financial Concerns:  A number of survey responses indicate concern that pledges are not adequate to 

address financial needs.  An overwhelming majority of respondents indicate that preserving the 

church’s stained glass windows is important.  Maintaining funds to meet the church’s mortgage pay-

ments was not addressed in the survey but will continue to be important.  In addition, the First Lu-

theran Foundation is seeking to encourage gifts to the foundation. 
 

To address this, the Council voted to establish a committee, including one council member, one foun-

dation representative and any other interested persons, to develop a plan for educating the congrega-

tion on ways to increase giving to support the church’s general operating fund and to support the 

building fund, stained glass window preservation and the foundation.  This will include strategies that 

allow donors to take advantage of areas in the tax code that provide benefit to the donor when paying 

their taxes. 

Continue on page 4... 



Liza Heeler is graduating from  

Central High School and will be at-

tending Ball State University in  

Muncie, IN. 

 

Marissa Jones (Hebb) is graduating 

from Missouri Western State  

University with her B.A.. 

Lily Heeler   05/02  Elaine Guenther 05/11 

Kendra Bufkin   05/06  Marla Heeler  05/17 

Karen Jensen   05/06  Nita Archer  05/24 

Gerald Clark   05/09  Debbie Taylor  05/27 

Katressa Starks  05/09 

David & Diana Schmidt May 2, 1992 

Jim & Pam Farrell  May 8,  1976 

Randy & Marcia Johnson May 31, 1974 

Jim & Juel Pierce  May 31, 1971 

Cyndee Simpson, Treasurer
 

   March Income  $18, 540.71 
 

March Expenses  $18, 464.07 
 

Year to Date Income  $52, 617.70 
 

Year to Date Expenses $52, 711.10 



Dwelling in the Word 
 

Phoebe Circle - Tuesday, May 14th, 7 pm 

           Hostess - Ann; Dessert - Randi; Lesson - Cyndee  
 

Thursday Morning Bible Study - Thursdays at 10 am 

                                                    at church 
 

Online Bible Study - Mondays at 7:00 pm  
 

Sunday School  -  Sundays at 10:30 am 

Kids  – End of the hall of the 2nd Floor 

Adult – Choir Room - Phil Hornbostel and Jim Pierce 

Koinonia – 1st Floor Sunday School Room - Ron Starks 

                                                             and Nadine Burns 

Women’s Bible Study – Library - Misty Coyle 

Crossways – Fellowship Hall - Pastor Roger 
 

Fellowship 
Early Morning Breakfast - Tuesday, May 21st,  

                                          6:30 am, at Le Peep 
 

Wednesday Café - Wednesdays at 6:00 pm 
 

 

Service 
Chancel Choir - Wednesdays at 7 pm 
 
 

Leadership 
Cub Scout Pack 26 - Tuesdays, 6:00 pm 
  

Girl Scouts - Thursdays, 6:00 pm 
  

Altar Guild  - Thursday, May 9th, 10:00 am Meeting 
  

Congregational Council - Thursday, May 9th, 6:30 pm 

Congregational Deacon’s Team 

The council approved a new ministry to assist in pastoral 

Care called Congregational Deacons Team. They will be 

appointed by the council and work closely with the pas-

tor. The deacons will be assigned households for which 

they offer support and encouragement in their spiritual 

life and help in times of crisis. Pray for this new ministry 

as it is being formed.  

The Imagine Eleven Summer Music Series is a commu-

nity service ministry of First Lutheran Church and is en-

tering its 7th year. Each year thousands enjoy the Sun-

day evening live music presented at Coleman Hawkins 

Park, 7th and Felix. The best of local and regional musi-

cians are entertaining and inspiring. 

Local food vendors offer a variety of tasty and affordable 

choices. 

The series is funded through donations from individuals, 

local businesses and organizations.  

You can be a sponsor! Donations of $100 or more will 

be recognized on www.imagineeleven.com and the digi-

tal board on Sunday evenings. Make checks payable to 

“Imagine Eleven” and return to church office.    

Helping Hands Closet 

Under the management of First Lutheran member, Alivia Belcher, a clothing closet for young 

children and adults is available at First Lutheran. There is a need for people in the neighborhood 

to have access to clothing within walking distance. Helping Hands Closet will specialize in items 

for children birth – age 6. Adult men and women clothing is needed, especially jeans in smaller 

sizes.  

So check out your closets for those extras that are still in good condition. If you like going to gar-

age sales ask the hosts if they have a place to donate these specific clothing items after their 

event. Men’s clothes are forwarded each month to the local prison for individuals being released.   

If you have a couple of hours a week to help as a volunteer contact Alivia at (816) 558-2919. 

http://www.imagineeleven.com


First Lutheran Church Council 

Executive Committee 
 

Pastor       Rev. Roger Lenander 

President    Jim Farrell 

Vice President   Jim Pierce 

Secretary    Brenda Bass 

Treasurer    Cindy Simpson 

Financial Secretary     Joy Winters 

Council Members 
 

Debbie Taylor  Laurel Goforth 

Carol Bunge  Sarah Knorr 

Dee Dee Hebb  Sylvester Heeler 

Support Staff 
 

Church Secretary   Misty Coyle  Custodian   Debbie & Larry Stafford 

Assistant Music Director  Sharon Gray  Director of Music  Sharmyn Thompson 

Sudanese Worship Director  Phillip Alier Deng       Central State Synod   Bishop Roger Gustafson 

Online Offering 

Scan to give! 

Council Leadership and Communication:  Many surveys indicate that members believe the church 

council cares about First Lutheran’s future and is concerned about the church’s future.   But surveys 

also indicate that a number of people don’t know what the council does and that leadership does not 

communicate well. 
 

The council has taken communication on as an ongoing project.  First steps already taken are to post 

council meeting minutes and financial reports on the church website where members can access 

them.  Council members (initially Cyndee Simpson) are working to update the church’s list of mem-

ber phone numbers and email addresses in order to expand ability to communicate by text and email.  

Reports like this one in the HandClasp are also part of this strategy.  The Council also reminds mem-

bers that all council meetings are open.  Members are welcome to come and observe.  The council’s 

regular meeting is on the second Thursday of the month, beginning at 6:30.  Meetings are not held 

during some summer months so check the church calendar or call the office to confirm that a meet-

ing is scheduled before you plan to come. 

 

Access to Survey Results:  The analysis breaking out and graphing survey responses by age group has 

been posted on the church website.  Members wanting a paper copy are invited to stop at the church 

office and pick one up there. 
 

April 11 Council Actions 
 

In addition to actions taken on the worship survey, at its April meeting the church council: 

• Received and reviewed the quarterly building fund report 

• Adopted the ELCA’s policy on record retention to guide in preserving congregational records 

• Received a report from Jim Pierce on a project to locate and centralize various policies, 

procedures and job descriptions 

• Approved formation of a Deacon Team 

• Voted to contribute $500.00 in sponsorship of Imagine Eleven 
 

The council is seeking two delegates, one male, one female, to represent First Lutheran at the June 6

-8 Synod Assembly in Kansas City.  If interested, speak with Pastor Lenander or a council member. 
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