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Sunday, April 28, 2019 
Second Sunday of Easter 

 
PRELUDE                                                 “Thine Is the Glory”                                                Lani Smith 
 

*GATHERING SONG                                 “Thine Is the Glory”                                                   ELW 376   
 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 
 Angels in bright raiment 
 rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded grave-clothes 
 where thy body lay. 
 
Refrain 
 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 
 
 Lo, Jesus meets thee, 
 risen from the tomb! 
 Lovingly he greets thee, 
 scatters fear and gloom; 
 let his church with gladness 
 hymns of triumph sing, 
 for the Lord now liveth; 
 death hath lost its sting!  Refrain 
 
 No more we doubt thee, 
 glorious Prince of life; 
 life is naught without thee; 
 aid us in our strife; 
 make us more than conqu'rors, 
 through thy deathless love; 
 bring us safe through Jordan 
 to thy home above.  Refrain 
 
*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                    “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                                  ELW 858 
vs. 1 

 Praise to the Lord,  
the Almighty,  
the King of creation! 

 O my soul, praise him,  
for he is your health  
and salvation! 

 Let all who hear  
now to his temple draw near, 

 joining in glad adoration! 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P O God of life, 

C you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. By your 
Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen! 

 
FIRST READING                                                                                                                         Acts 5:27-32 
 

Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. His 

response to the charges of the high priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of 

forgiveness of sin through repentance. 
 

27When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high priest 

questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you 

have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on 

us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 
30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God 

exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and 

forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God 

has given to those who obey him.” 
 

Reflection 

Uh-oh!  The apostles are in trouble with the authorities.  Which authorities are upset with them?  

(verse 27)  Why?  What have they done? (verse 28)  As we think back to Jesus’ so-called trial, 

what had the high priest and temple authorities done to Jesus?  (see Luke 23:13-18)  What are 

the high priest and those with him worried about?  What is the response of the apostles?  (verse 

29)  What was their testimony in this “trial”?  (verse 30-31)  Who do they cite as another 

“witness”?  (verse 32)  Have you ever been accused of trying to upset the status quo, the 

authorities who like things the way they are?  It’s very tempting to just be quiet, isn’t it?  If you 

speak up, what (or who) gives you the courage to do so?  What gave the apostles that courage? 

 
 



3 

 

 

PSALM 118:14-29                                                                                                           

 14The LORD is my strength | and my song, 

  and has become | my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly! 

 16The right hand of the LORD| is exalted! 

  The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!” 

 17I shall not | die, but live, 

  and declare the works | of the LORD.  

 18The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me o- | ver to death. 

 19Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD. 

 20“This is the gate | of the LORD; 

  here the righ- | teous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 

  and you have become | my salvation.  

 22The stone that the build- | ers rejected 

  has become the chief | cornerstone. 

 23By the LORD has | this been done; 

  it is marvelous | in our eyes. 

 24This is the day that the | LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be | glad in it. 

 25Hosanna! | O LORD, save us! 

  We pray to you, LORD, pros- | per our days!  

 26Blessed is the one who comes in the name | of the LORD; 

  we bless you from the house | of the LORD. 

 27The LORD is God and has giv- | en us light. 

  Form a procession with branches up to the corners | of the altar. 

 28You are my God, and | I will thank you; 

  you are my God, and I | will exalt you. 

 29Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy en- | dures forever.  
 

Reflection 

This psalm is a psalm of rejoicing.  Why?  (verses 14-18)  Why does the psalmist want to enter 

the gates to the temple?  (verses 19-21)  Was it expected that the psalmist would triumph?  

(verses 22-24)  As they process to the altar, what do they sing?  (verses 25-27)  The liturgical 

stage directions  are in verse 27.  What do they sing as they follow those directions?  (verses 28-

29)  This psalm reminds me of the procession with palms.  However, this is not a funeral 

procession, but a triumphant procession celebrating the Lord’s deliverance of her people! 
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SECOND READING                                                                                                             Revelation 1:4-8 
 

The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ, experienced by a Christian 

prophet named John. Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, 

and end of all time. 
 

4John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  

  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 

seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn 

of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  

  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, 

priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

  every eye will see him, 

 even those who pierced him; 

  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 

So it is to be. Amen. 

  8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 

come, the Almighty. 
 

Reflection 

This text is the greeting of a letter from John to the seven churches in Asia.  From whom does 

the greeting come through John?  (verses 4-5a)  What blessing and praise does this greeting 

include?  (verses 5b-6)  Jesus’ coming brings blessing.  But Jesus also brings a warning.  Who is 

warned?  (verse 7)  Why do some wail?  Alpha and  Omega are the first and last letters of the 

Greek alphabet.  What do you think it means when John proclaims that God is the A to Z, the 

one “who is and who was and who is to come”?  What does this mean for the Christian 

community?  How do we know who and what God’s concerns are for the community? 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks” 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, 
give thanks to the risen Lord; 
alleluia, alleluia,  
give praise to his name. 

 
 *GOSPEL                                                                                                                                 John 20:19-31 
The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus appears to his 
fearful disciples. A week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings 
of the resurrection are also for those who “have not seen and yet believe.” 
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 

the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 

Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
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retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 

see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 

his side, I will not believe.” 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he 

said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 

side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to 

him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 

yet have come to believe.” 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 

book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 

of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

Reflection 
This is Jesus’ appearance to the disciples on the evening of his resurrection.  Where are the 
disciples?  (verse 19)  Even though the doors are locked, Jesus comes and stands among 
them.  Did they expect him?  What did he say to them?  What did he do to convince them it was 
him?  (verse 20)   What does Jesus say to them?  (verse 21)  What is his commission to them?  
How does he empower them?  (verse 21)  Why does he give them the power to forgive sins?  
(see, for example, Luke 5:17-26)  Who was missing from the group when Jesus appeared to 
them? (verse 24)  Did he believe what the others told him?  (verse 25)  What happened when 
Jesus appeared once again?  (verses 26-27)  Verse 28 is sort of the the climax of John’s gospel.  
What convinced Thomas to believe?  Do you think it was seeing the wounds of Jesus, or do you 
think it was Jesus speaking to him?  How does Jesus speak to us?  How are we able to believe?  
(verse 29)  Why did John write his gospel?  (verses 30-31)  What is our response to this?   

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                         Kris Langdon 

 
SERMON                                               “Peace Be With You”                                        Rev. Jim Pierce 

 
SONG OF THE DAY                                  “In Christ Alone” 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 
In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
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Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 
 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 
No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

 
*APOSTLES’CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen! 
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*PRAYER SONG                           “Open Our Eyes, Lord” 
 

Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 
To reach out and touch Him 
And say that we love Him 
Open our ears Lord 
And help us to listen 
Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

Strengthen the witness of your church in all corners of the world. Make us visible signs of your 
grace so others see your goodness and come to believe. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Breathe life and peace into your creation. Protect homes, fields, and communities from 
damaging winds. Bless environmentalists, engineers, and legislators who work to curb pollution 
and to ensure clean air for us and for future generations. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Give to all government leaders a renewed spirit of humility and servanthood, following the 
example of Christ, our leader, savior, and ruler. Uphold cease-fires, treaties, and all agreements 
and agencies that further the cause of peace on earth (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

By the resurrection of the wounded Christ, draw near to those wounded in body or spirit. 
Liberate all who are bound by grief, abuse, addiction, or pain. Restore faith to the despairing 
and hope to those who are ill especially Phil, Roxanna, Dorothy, Trina, Linda, Elaine, Lisa and 
her baby Lara, and for those we name before you aloud or silently in our hearts (pause for 10 
seconds).   Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Protect and provide for all whom you send out in mission across the world. Empower global 
mission organizations and partners who provide for the physical and spiritual needs of our 
neighbors. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We give you thanks for all the saints who believed in you and who now enjoy eternal life in your 
name. Sustain us with your everlasting presence, for you are Alpha and Omega, our beginning 
and our end. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving help, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen! 
 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you! 
 
OFFERTORY                                       “Alleluia, Christ Is Risen”                                               ELW 375 

vv. 3 & 4 
Refrain 

Alleluia! Christ is arisen. 
Bright is the dawning of the Lord's day. 

 
 Gather, disciples, in the evening: 

suddenly Christ your Lord appears. 
"Look, it is I, your wounded Savior. 
Peace be with you, and do not fear."  Refrain 
 

 Thomas, where were you on that evening? 
"I'll not believe unless I see." 
Christ comes again, and ev'ry Lord's day: 
"Touch me and see; have faith in me."  Refrain 

 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                        “Thank the Lord”   
 

Thank the Lord and sing his praise;  
tell ev’ryone what he has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord  
rejoice and proudly bear his name. 
He recalls his promises  
and leads his people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving.  
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P Risen One, 

C as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in this meal.  Nourish 
us to follow you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and all for your 
love’s sake.  Amen! 
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*DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth  
are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
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shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
*LORD'S PRAYER 
 

P Gathered together in the resurrection, of our Lord. 
 

C Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen! 
  

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome table.  Alleluia! 
Come to the feast. 

 
*BLESSING 

  P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

C  Amen! 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Living God, 

C you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of Christ, 
broken for us.  Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into 
the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.  Amen! 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 

P The blessing of the living God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
surround and sustain you, 
keep you from harm, 
and fill you with courage. 

C Amen! 
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*SENDING SONG                                “Low in the Grave He Lay” 
Up from the Grave He Arose 

 Low in the grave he lay, 
 Jesus my Savior, 
 waiting the coming day, 
 Jesus my Lord. 
 
Refrain 
 Up from the grave he arose, 
 with a mighty triumph o’er his foes; 
 he arose a victor over death’s domain, 
 and he lives forever, with his saints to reign. 
 He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose! 
 
 Vainly they watch his bed, 
 Jesus my Savior; 
 vainly they seal the dead, 
 Jesus my Lord.  Refrain 
 
 Death cannot keep its prey, 
 Jesus my Savior; 
 he tore the bars away, 
 Jesus my Lord.  Refrain 
 
*DISMISSAL   

P You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 


