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Sunday, April 21, 2019 

Easter Sunday 
 

PRELUDE                                             “This Joyful Eastertide”                               Michael Burkhardt 
 
*WELCOMING SONG                   “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”                                            ELW 365 

Liza Heeler & Brianna Highum, trumpet 
Sylvester Heeler, French horn and Phil Lewis, tuba 

 

 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
 who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 
 who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
 our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
 now above the sky he's king, Alleluia! 
 where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 

 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
 praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
 praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 
*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P O God, 

C you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 
glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day 
to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen! 
 

ANTHEM                                              “Alleluia!  Christ Is Alive”                                         Joel Raney 
Chancel Choir 

Liza Heeler & Brianna Highum, trumpet 
Sylvester Heeler, French horn and Phil Lewis, tuba 
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Why do you seek the living among the dead? 
The stone has been rolled away 
as the angel said. 
Why are you weeping, 
when Christ, his promise keeping, 
has open heaven’s door? 
 

He’s alive, He has risen, 
The tomb is empty. 
He’s alive, He has risen, 
to reign forevermore. 
He is alive! 
 

Sing “Alleluia, Christ is risen.” 
Sing a hymn of praise to God on high. 
The power of sin has been overcome, 
the ransom paid by the holy Son. 
Blameless, forgiven,  
the dead are raised to life! 
 

Praise to the Lord of earth and heaven. 
Christ arose and opened paradise. 
On this day of resurrection, 
join the jubilant celebration. 
Alleluia, Christ is alive! 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, 
hearts to heaven and voices raise. 
Sing to God a hymn of gladness, 
sing to God a hymn of praise! 
 

Sing “Alleluia, Christ is risen.” 
Sing a hymn of praise to God on high. 
Now love’s redeeming work is done. 
He fought the fight, not the battle’s won. 
Blessed Redeemer, the King of love and light! 
 

Praise to the Lord of earth and heaven. 
Christ arose and opened paradise. 
From the grave he rose, victorious. 
Praises ring from the heavenly chorus,  
“Alleluia, Christ is alive, Christ is alive.” 
Sing “Alleluia, Christ is risen.” 
Christ is alive, he’s alive, 
Christ is alive! 
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FIRST READING                                                                                                              Acts 10:34-43 
 

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, sums up the essential 

message of Christianity. Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection 

fulfilled the words of the prophets, receives forgiveness of sins through his name. 
 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 

every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That 

message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are 

witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 

on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people 

but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 

ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that 

everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

Reflection 

Who is Peter speaking to, and why?  (You may want to read the whole story in Acts 10:1-

48)  What does it mean that “God shows no partiality”?  (verse 35) The original Christians in 

Judea, Jerusalem, and Galilee thought Jesus was sent to them.  Why?  (verse 36)  What was the 

message that began with John the Baptist?  (verses 37-38)  What does it mean that Jesus healed 

all who were oppressed by the devil?  Who were the original witnesses (“we” in verse 39)?  How 

did those in power treat Jesus?  What did God do then?  (verse 40)  To whom did God allow 

Jesus to appear?  (verse 41)  What were the apostles (“the sent ones”) sent by God to do?  (verse 

42)  What is the good news they are commanded to preach?  (verse 43)  Where are we in this 

story?  Think of really good news you have received.  Do you want to keep it to yourself?  If 

you’re like me, you can hardly wait to tell someone.  What is the good news in this text?  What 

will you do with it? 
 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 

 2Let Israel | now declare, 

  “God’s mercy en- | dures forever.” 

 14The LORD is my strength | and my song, 

  and has become | my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly! 

 16The right hand of the LORD| is exalted! 

  The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!” 

 17I shall not | die, but live, 

  and declare the works | of the LORD.  

 18The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely, 
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  but did not hand me o- | ver to death. 

 19Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD. 

 20“This is the gate | of the LORD; 

  here the righ- | teous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 

  and you have become | my salvation.  

 22The stone that the build- | ers rejected 

  has become the chief | cornerstone. 

 23By the LORD has | this been done; 

  it is marvelous | in our eyes. 

 24This is the day that the | LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be | glad in it.  
 

Reflection 

Why is the psalmist thankful to the Lord?  (verse 1)  What does it mean that “God’s mercy 

endures forever”?  (verses 1-2)  The psalm celebrates God’s delivery of someone who has been 

rescued from a difficult time.  (Verses 5-13 describe how this time felt to the psalmist.)  How 

does the psalmist describe the Lord’s help?  (verses 14-16)  How does the psalmist know that the 

Lord is with them?  (verses 17-18)  This psalm describes what sounds like a parade into the 

temple.  (verses 19-20)  What is the purpose of this parade?  (verse 21)  Is this good news 

expected by those who everyone thought would know?  (verse 22-23)  In what way is this 

(today) the day that the Lord has made?  (verse 24)  How will you show your thanks and praise 

to God on this day? 

 
SECOND READING                                                                                                 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
 

Paul describes the consequences of the resurrection, including the promise of new life in Christ 

to a world that has been in bondage to death. He celebrates the destruction of evil and the 

establishment of God’s victorious rule over all. 
 

19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

  20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 21For 

since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a 

human being; 22for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 23But each in his own 

order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, 

when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every 

authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last 

enemy to be destroyed is death. 
 

Reflection 

Paul’s proclamation is that Christ has been raised not only for those who are alive now, but for 

all those who have and will die.  (verse 19)  In what way is Christ “the first fruits of those who 

have died”?  Christ was made human, Paul says, in order to destroy death through 

resurrection.  Sometimes we think or act as though we leave the human part of us behind when 

we “go to heaven.”  What does Paul say about this?  (verses 21-23)  What happens to all the 
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enemies of Christ?  (verses 24-25)  What do you think this means?  What does it mean that 

death is the last enemy to be destroyed?  How does this text bring us good news? 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                    “Alleluia!  Christ is Risen”                               André Kopolyoff 

Chancel Choir 
 

Ice has gone from all the rivers, 
Cypress trees begin to bloom; 
Now the wood dove coos his spring son, 
Gone the days of dark and gloom. 
Peasants in the field are planting, 
Singing as they drop the seed: 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen, 
Christ the Lord is ris’n indeed! 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen, 
Christ the Lord is ris’n indeed! 
 

On the steppes the flow’rs are gleaming, 
Winter’s wheat is cool and green, 
March buds glisten in the valleys, 
Low-lands glow with mossy sheen. 
Peasants on their farms are singing 
As the oxen munch their feed. 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen, 
Christ the Lord is ris’n indeed! 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen, 
Christ the Lord is ris’n indeed! 
Alleluia! 

 
*GOSPEL                                                                                                                                    Luke 24:1-12 

Evidently expecting to find Jesus’ corpse, some of his women followers go to the tomb with 
embalming spices. After a perplexing encounter with the empty tomb and angelic visitors, the 
women become the first to proclaim the amazing news of resurrection. 
 

1On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking the spices that 

they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in, 

they did not find the body. 4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling 

clothes stood beside them. 5The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but 

the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has 

risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be 

handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8Then they 

remembered his words, 9and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the 

rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women 

with them who told this to the apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they 

did not believe them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the 

linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
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Reflection 
Who came to the tomb of Jesus on the first day of the week?  (“They” refers to the women in 
verse 55.)  Why did they come?  What did they find, and not find?  (verses 2-3)  Who came to 
talk to them?  (verse 4)  What was the women’s reaction to seeing them?  (verse 5)  What did 
the two men tell them?  What did the men remind them?  (verses 6-8)  What did they do when 
they were reminded?  (verse 9)  Who were these women?  (We get their names in verse 10)  
What did the men do? (verse 11—I must say, to their discredit!)  Verse 12 names Peter, and tells 
what he did, but we’re not sure what he did besides go home again.  What do you think it 
means for women in the church that they were the very first to share the Good News of the 
resurrection? 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                         Kris Langdon 
 

SERMON                                                          "Daylight”                                          Rev. Roger Lenander 

 
SONG OF THE DAY                              “Hear the Bells Ringing”      
 

Hear the bells ringing, 
they're singing that  
we can be born again! 
Hear the bells ringing, 
they're singing  
Christ is risen from the dead! 
 

The angel upon the tombstone said  
“He has risen, just as He said. 
Quickly now, go tell his disciples 
that Jesus Christ is no longer dead!” 
 

Joy to the world,  
He has risen, alleluia! 
He's risen, alleluia! 
He's risen, alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

*BAPTISM   Roman Shields 

P God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and 
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body 
of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life 
of the world. 
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 
Roman baptized into Christ? 

Parents’ Response: I do. 

P As you bring your children to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
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responsibilities: 
to live with him among God's faithful people, 
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
so that your child may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help Roman grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Parents’ Response: I do. 

P Sponsors, do you promise to nurture these persons in the Christian faith as you are 
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in 
communion with the church? 

Sponsors’ Response: I do. 

P People of God, do you promise to support Roman and pray for him in his new life in 
Christ? 

C We do. 
 

P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
church. 

P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
Parents’ and Sponsor Response: I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
Parents’ and Sponsor Response: I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Parents’ and Sponsor Response: I renounce them. 

P Do you believe in God the Father? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
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C I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
Baptism 

 

P Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.  
Roman , child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of 
Christ forever. 

C Amen! 

P Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

C We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 
join us in giving thanks and praise to God 
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 

 
 
*PRAYER SONG                                    “Open Our Eyes, Lord” 
 

Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 
To reach out and touch Him 
And say that we love Him 
Open our ears Lord 
And help us to listen 
Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

Alleluia! God, you are resurrection. Bring joy to your church as we spread the good news that 
Jesus is risen. Lead us to proclaim this message with persistence and confidence. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Alleluia! God, you are creator. Open our eyes to the first fruits of new life around us: to budding 
trees, nourishing rains, warm breezes, and freshly tilled soil. Inspire our gratitude and renew 
our commitment to stewardship of the earth. Hear us, O God. 
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Your mercy is great. 
 
Alleluia! God, you are reconciliation. You show no partiality among the nations, but instead call 
all people to the way of peace. Bring an end to conflict and division. Renew leaders and 
advocates for peace with a commitment to the common good. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Alleluia! God, you are strength. Awaken hope and perseverance in all who need to hear a word 
of life this day: those who are hungry, anxious, oppressed, despairing, or sick especially Myrene, 
Phil, Roxanna, Dorothy, Trina, Linda, Elaine, Lisa and her baby Lara, and for those we name 
before you aloud or silently in our hearts (pause for 10 seconds).   Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Alleluia! God, you are life. We give you thanks for all the newly baptized, who by water and 
your word are forever joined to Christ’s death and resurrection. Embolden all who share this 
baptized life and renew us in faith and in action. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Alleluia! God, you are comfort. Draw near to all who grieve. Refresh us with the promise that 
you will destroy death and that with all the saints, we will be made alive forever in Christ. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving help, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen! 
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you! 
 
OFFERTORY                                             “Celebrate Jesus” 
        

Celebrate Jesus celebrate 
Celebrate Jesus celebrate 
Celebrate Jesus celebrate 
Celebrate Jesus celebrate 
 

He is risen He is risen 
And He lives forevermore 
He is risen He is risen 
Come on and celebrate 
The resurrection of our Lord 
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*OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
 

Thank the Lord and sing his praise;  
tell ev’ryone what he has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord  
rejoice and proudly bear his name. 
He recalls his promises  
and leads his people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving.  
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P Risen One, 

C as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in this meal.  Nourish 
us to follow you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and all for 
your love’s sake.  Amen! 

 

*DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 

Holy, holy, holy 
Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. 
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Hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest.              
Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest.              

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

P O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast.  Grace our table with your presence. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 

P Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
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P With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 

C Amen! 
 

*LORD'S PRAYER 
 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen! 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome table. 
    Alleluia! Come to the feast. 

 
*BLESSING 

  P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

C  Amen! 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Living God, 

C you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of Christ, 

broken for us.  Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into 

the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.  Amen! 
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*BENEDICTION 
 

P The blessing of the living God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
surround and sustain you, 
keep you from harm, 
and fill you with courage. 

C Amen! 
 

*SENDING SONG                    “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”  vs. 1, 2, 8                        ELW 619 
 

 I know that my Redeemer lives! 
 What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
 He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 
 he lives, my ever-living head! 
 

 He lives triumphant from the grave; 
 he lives eternally to save; 
 he lives exalted, throned above; 
 he lives to rule his church in love. 
 

 He lives, all glory to his name! 
 He lives, my Savior, still the same; 
 what joy this blest assurance gives: 
 I know that my Redeemer lives! 
 
*DISMISSAL 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C Thanks be to God! 


